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Another Bayan Megaworld clinches P7.2-B US Marines went Is there anything Meryl Streep 
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CHICAGO—TO YOU, THAT DH. ча 1 ч 1 By Christine O. Avendaño, 


angry, horn-blasting tail- KC Vincent Cabreza and Fe Zamora 
apa nln fem ed 5 ITWILL BE THE FIRST TIME IN THE 34 YEARS 
3 of the National Artist Award that no family mem- 
аа) атй Е, ber of a deceased awardee will be present at the 
| confermant rites to be held today in Malacañang. 
ED 
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masama withdraw the proclamation of Fernando Poe Jr. 
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US air strike kills 


IRAQ'S OSAMA BIN LADEN: Recent but 
undated image shows Iraq's most wanted, 
Jordanian-born Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. дт 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ--AL-QAIDAS 
leader Abu Musab al-Zarqawi in 
Iraq, who led a bloody campaign 
of suicide bombings and kidnap- 
pings, has been killed in a US air 
strike, American and Iraqi officials 
announced yesterday. 


‘The officials said the identity of al-Zarqawi, 
who carried а $25-million bounty on his 
head, was confirmed by fingerprints and a 
look at his face. 

Washington and its allies hailed the killing 
of the 39-year-old militant as a major victory 
in the US-led war in Iraq and the global cam- 
paign against terror. 

International markets also welcomed 
al-Zarqawi's death. The world price for US 
crude dipped below $70 per barrel for the 
first time in two weeks on Thursday. 

As the news broke into the programming of 
most Arab TV stations, a note posted on an Is- 
lamic extremist website—known as а clear- 
inghouse for statements by the al-Qaida in 
Iraq--lamented: "We hope this news is not 
true.” 

The Jordanian-born extremist, who is be- 
lieved to have personally beheaded at least 
two American hostages, became Iraq's most 
wanted terrorist in 2004 when he swore alle- 
giance to Osama bin Laden. The United States 


offered a $25-million reward for each of 
ALERT LEVEL 2: Mount Bulusan in Sorsogon, one of the country’s most active volcanoes, spewed ash during its phreatic (no lava expelled) eruption on May 31. them. (Related story on Page A10.) 


On Thursday, scientists from the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology raised the alert following the volcano's eruption on Wednesday evening Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki said 
when it ejected ash and steam 2 kilometers into the sky. They also warned of more explosions. (Story on Page A17.) al-Zarqawi was killed along with seven aides 
USAIVAIO 


nt Aetas ‘Nicole’ weeps as witness tells how GIs dumped her 


1 ABC By Tarra V. Quismundo returned 30 minutes later, after broke down in court since ће tri- declaring Dec. 27, 2005, as the the Olongapo Regional Trial 
earn S businessman Joseph Khonghun al began on June 2 in the sala of start of the countdown for the Court, the first court to handle t. 
MORE THAN AN HOUR INTO had finished testifying on direct Judge Benjamin Pozon. ‘one-year period that the contro- Рогоп released the order оп 

throu h the testimony of a prosecution examination. With roughly 40 prosecution versial agreement prescribes for Wednesday afternoon, in re- 
g witness yesterday, the Filipino She had earlier wept several witnesses to go and at least seven Philippine courts to decide cases sponse to the private prosecu- 


a Woman who accused four US times and cried out loud at one defense witnesses to be present- against US servicemen. tion's motion for the court's clari- 

2-way radio Marines of rape tearfully left the point as Khonghun went about ей, the court has until Dec. 27:0 Оп that date, the rape case fication on the prescribed one- 
courtroom of the Makati Region- retelling for the court what he decide the rape case, based опа against Staff Sgt. Chad Brian Car- year period, 

By hatte Aurel al Trial Court Branch 139. witnessed on the night of Nov. 1, provision of the REUS Visiting pentier and Lance Corporals Kei- The judge favored the de- 

y Julie M. Aurelio “Nicole” walked out embraced 2005. Forces Agreement. th Silkwood, Dominic Duplantis fense's contention that "judicial 

BAMBAN, “TARLAC migo by her brother at 2:25 p.m. and Ц was the third time Nicole Pozon has issued an order and Daniel Smith was elevated to NICOLE/ ALO 


Sumawang still remembers how a) 

паа: Absurd, PSG denies Ombudsman 
hands trembled as he produced a * S . 

«там, thn ang ay part in Erap 5 affair J starts daily 
urged the 30-year-old to try 


NEN Marien Guinuna a SO. By Christine O. Avendaño - 1 hearings on 


cial Science and Education teach- and Nelson Е Flores 


er at the University of Sto, Tomas " * ifi 1 

(UST), prodded him on from 93 THE CHIEF OF THE PRESIDENTIAL SECURITY GROUP ; Mega Pacific 

km away. At the same time, Lucy yesterday hotly denied reports that his men took part in , 

Guya, а parateacher, stood over the abduction and alleged torture last month of five men By Armand М. Nocum 

Tirso's shoulder to guide him as associated with deposed President Joseph Estrada. and Nelson F. Flores 

he copied the letters of the alpha- — Without naming the InqumeR, PSG chief Brig. Gen. 

ber Delfin Bangit “deplored” the “publication” for reporting THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDS- 
‘This is UST's unique approach that two members of the elite unit assigned to protect man has started an intensive pre- 

to distance education—nonfor- President Macapagal-Arroyo and her family were in- n liminary investigation into the li 

mal classes conducted through a volved in the May 22 warrantless arrests that the Armed ability of certain Commission on 

two-way radio. Lessons are Forces admitted only after 48 hours. Election (Comelec) officials in 

broadcast four days a week to five Like other news organizations, the Inquirer had quoted “UNIMAGINABLE,” Brig. Gen. Delfin Bangit, head of the Presidential Security the P1.3-billion Mega Pacific con- 

sitios in Bamban, mostly populat- Sen. Rodolfo Biazon as telling a Senate hearing on Group, says during a press conference to deny the PSG's alleged participation in tract to supply the poll body with 


ed by Aeta adults who never had a Buaya Че йай наар Gate cf tha Hap 52° emmuiow counting machines, which the 
chance to go to school. Supreme Court had voided, 


Tirso, an Aeta with curly hait, I , b k Й pi Supreme Cour asked Оп 
dark skin and a small frame, lives t t 0 5 t ta uudsman Merceditas Gutierrez in 
апаам AL S DACK TO udget as SCOMAPSE ол 
Sitio Malasa in Bamban. His peo- not be held in contempt for her fail- 
ple and their unat (straight By Michael Lim Ubac second regular session yesterday concerns over the budget, the pe. Senate in the House-approved ure to comply fully with the high tri- 
haired) neighbors peacefully co- and T) Burgonio without putting the budget bill to so fell toa five-month low against budget had proved futile. bunals directive to determine the 
exist despite the lack of electricity bed. the dollar yesterday. (Seestoryin ^ “As House panel head, | have criminal liability of those involved 
and paved roads. IT APPEARS TO BE THE END OF “If there is no agreement at the Business, Page B1.) called off further negotiations on іп the contract. 

Parents in the community gath- the road for the PlOSS-milion bicameral conference, there isno Albay Rep. Joey Salceda said the budget since all options fora The court directed the Ombuds- 
ет twice a week to attend classes national budget for 2006 pro- budget for Congress to ratify. the bicameral conference was viable agreement have been ех. man to report on the progress of 
facilitated by Quintana and Guya. posed by President Macapagal- Then it will be a reenacted bud. dead, plored and exhausted,” said Sal the case every three months and to 
Their room serves as a morning Arroyo to Congress. get,” Presidential Chief of Staff Salceda said last-ditch efforts ceda in a text message Wednes- resolve it by June 30. 
daycare center and a leaming , The Senate and the House of Michael Defensor said. to narrow, if not fully restore, the day night. The Mega-Pacific contract was 

ADULT/AIO "Representatives adjourned their Partly hit in recent weeks by P26.3 billion in cuts made by the IT'S BACK/ AIO. OMBUDSMAN/ AB 
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Transition to be smooth, say Drilon, Villar 


By Juliet Labog-javellana and Gil C. Cabacumgan jr the position, a month earlier ап tionist and composed of destabi- tradition of the Senate under his Senate. Hopefully, we will be able 
Y Е = the designated date he was set to lizers. watch. the problems and di 
E he jater E at to amend the problems and tHe 
succeed Drilon under a term- But he said the Senate went on “The Senate faced so many conflicts that we have had wil 

OUTGOING SENATE PRESIDENT FRANKLIN sharing agreement forged in to investigate government challenges in the past years andI the Senate,” said doe 
“Drilon yesterday said he would make no apolo- ж ER anomalies and fought presiden- admire Frank for defending the Chief of Staff Michael Defensor in 
gies for incurring the ire of Malacafiang, while his met cues, Se “AP PO na отето) ЗМ, ыандай 
i о М ment ago, civil liber in (this di- aid that - 
‘successor, Sen. Manuel Villar, moved to dispel ex- will nominate, and with the su; "Iflhedineured theieofthe rection). Ki very ing able ally as head of the Sen 
is 1 P- ) ту important that. pendable ally as head of the Sen: 
Spectations he would be more accommodating to 2". of the majority coalition in present administration because the Senate remains as an institu- ate was important for the admi- 
[ n. É 218 the Senate, we will elect Senator of my steadfast commitment to tion,” Villar зайй їп response to istration not only in the smoother 
the administration by giving assurances he would Manny Villar as Senate president preserve and promote democra- Drilon. passage of Palace-endorsed bills 
ake an independent, if not critical, stance. on July 24 when the third regular cy, there never will be an iota of Мајасаћапе for its part could but also in nurturing peaceful pb- 
session of the 13th Congress be- regret in my heart,” Drilon said. hardly contain its elation over the litical environment. H 

B made a show of unity hours be- gins,” Drilon said in a prepared “It was a decision that had noth- changingoftheguardattheSen- “If Senator Drilon had rë- 
head Villar issued the statements fore the Senate adjourned its ses- statement. ing todo with my politica life but ate. mained as our ally, the political 
Sin a joint press conference called sion. “in his valedictory at the sine а decision I made in defense of — "We hope with the change of crisis that faced the President 
#mainly to convey that a smooth Тһе press conference was die adjournment, Drilon noted democracy.” leadership that something good would have be tempered even if 
Chanson of leadership was in staged afer Villar secured the 14 howa “vindictive” administration Villar gave assurances he will come out in terms of the rela- we don't have the numbers in tlle. 
the offing on July 24. The wo signatures needed to take over hadvilifedtheSenateasobstrc- would preserve the independent tionship of the Palace and the Senate,” Defensor said. E 
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Solons insist: 
'07 polls will 
push through 


LEGISLATORS YESTERDAY SCOFFED AT THE 
warming by Commission on Elections Chair 
Benjamin Abalos that the 2007 national ele- 
tions would be scrapped if Congress failed fo 
pass the 2006 national budget. H 

Senators and congressmen said they could 
passa supplemental budget for the elections. 

“The Comelec should not be prophets of 
doom or prophets of improbability by saying 
that if the 2006 budget is not passed, there 
can be no elections in May 2007 because 
there will be no money to fund it,” Sen. Joker 
Arroyo said. H 

“That would not and cannot happen.” -$ 

Without a new budget, the maverick ad- 
ministration senator said Congress could pass 
a special appropriations bill to cover the 
preparations for the mid-term elections. 

“That is not a problem at all. The scare tactic 
of Comelec won't work,” he said in a statement. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jt. said Congress could pass a supplemental 
budget while Senate President Franklin Drilon 
sgid President Macapagal-Arroyo could tap her 
contingency fund to finance the elections. 

"That has been done in the past; thats по 
big deal,” Pimentel said, referring to the pas- 
sage of a supplemental budget for the elec- 
tions. 

Abalos had warned that next year's elec- 
tions would not push through if Congress 
failed to pass the Malacafang-proposed 
P1.053-trillion outlay, which included 
preparatory funds for the exercise ; 

Without elections, the House would be left 
with no members, and Senate with only 12 
lawmakers, a setup that would set off a con- 
stitutional crisis, he further warned. 

Congress adjourned yesterday with the bi- 
cameral conference committee failing to break 


Prices of Copper and Aluminum, both key materials in the manufacture фе stalemate over the huge gaps in the (wo 


fai diti chambers’ versions and enact the budget which 
ji 0 included a РЗ.1-ЪШоп outlay for ће Comelec. 

of air con itioners and refrigerators, have increased by 185% and 75% ded acre dit Abas we eae 
respectively as dictated by the world market. cally correct” to wam that the elections would 
not push ahead without a budget, but theorized 

: - 7 that he was merely mouthing а Palace line. 
We continue to stand by our commitment to provide you with only the best in the House of Representatives, Tarléc 
j n А "m ; m Rep. Jesli Lapus, chair of the House ways and 
in quality products and will never compromise the durability, reliability and means committee, also said that Congress 
" n PAPI t " Tm could pass a supplemental budget as it had 

safety of Carrier air conditioners and Condura and Kelvinator air conditioners Scire aaa 
Lapus assured that the govemment would 


and refrigerators with the use of substandard materials. have funding for the 2007 elections even if it 


continued to operate under a reenacted budget 


We are now constrained to raise the prices of our air conditioners e 


“Budgetary constraints will not be a major 


by an average of 8 to 10% and the prices of our refrigerators by 15%. obstacle for the people's exercise of their right 


to suffrage. If government can't fund the 
polls, Congress can legislate special funding 


We are announcing our price increase this early so that you can buy for the elections,” said Lapus. TJ Burgonio, 
А Michael Lim Ubac and Ph C. Tubeza 
our products now before the price increase takes effect on July 1, 2006. 
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Another Batangas blast 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—AIR FORCE 
bomb experts destroyed a package suspected 
of containing an explosive device, causing a 
loud explosion at the compound of the Batan- 
gas provincial capitol yesterday. No one was 
reported hurt. 

"The package was found at the provincial 
council building within the compound on 
Thursday, exactly a week after a high-impact 
explosive almost killed Batangas Gov. Arman- 
do Sanchez. E 

The two-story building is located about 
300 meters away from the scene of the expló- 
sion on June 1 of Sanchez's Hummer H2 vehi- 
cle that was found to have been planted with 
powerful explosives. Two people, Sanchez's 
driver and police bodyguard, died in the ex- 
plosion, E 

Jaimee Mauricio, correspondent of RMN 
radio, said the package was found just outside 
the office of the provincial council. 1 

Supt. Nilo Anzo, Batangas City police chief, 
said he could not confirm what rype of bomp 
was in the package. 1 

He said an employee of the provincial 
council received a call from an unidentified 
person who said a bomb had been planted in 
the buildihg. Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau Ч 
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в ‘THE DEPARTMENT OF НЕАІТН 15 ing to a DOH statement, міф опе confined in the hospital, while the соте out with 27 malaria cases. spawned disease- ing 
Malaria alert sy maxing wo sem caslescingrothedeathof gil, fourth hasbeen diced Tn Tupi South Cotabato, 28 mala mosquitoes triggering the outbreak: 


Subic Zambales and a town in The resurgence of the disease Ап investigation of the Center for i cases have been recorded since egr- То curb infection, the DOH has 
1 , Й South Cotabato--after reports of became evident when four people Health Development of Central Lu- iy May, with тох ofthe infected com- distributed mosquito nets, spray i 
up in Subic. clustering of malaria cases over the stricken with malaria were admit- zon and the local health office found _ing from Barangay Palian. secticide and conducted an inform 

7 pastiwo months in the localities. ted toan Olongapo City hospital. outthat most ofthe casessince April Тһе Malaria Control Team in ton and education campaign. 

S € tab: it ‘Twenty-seven malaria cases ^ Oneofthefou a 10-year-old girl, originated from indigenous groups South Cotabato said creeks and among residents in malaria zones, 
0 ato have so far been reported in Sitio succumbed to cerebral malaria on in Sitio Gala. A mass blood survey poor environmental and housing and people in neighboring barangay 

Gala in Subic since April, accord- Sunday Two of the patients are still which is yet to be completed, has conditions in affected barangay 
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ALL-NEW SUZUKI THE GRANDEST SUV, ALL-NEW GRAND VITARA! 


Buit for both on-road and off-road use, this new generation Suzuki Grand Vitara packs power as well as prestige, 


аз its 2.0 ker engine is engineered to maximize cost performance with its smooth and quiet response. Its 4-mode 


[L SUZUKI 


Way of Life! 


METRO MANA PROVINCIAL 


SUZUKI AUTO COMMONWEALTH SUZUKI AUTO KALOOKAN SUL AUTO QUEZONAVE. SUSURIAUNOBACOLOD  — SUZUKAUTOCAGAVAN DEORO  SUZUKAUTODAGUPAN SUZLKIAUTOILOILO SUZUKIAUTO PAMPANGA SUZUKIAUTO ZAMBOANGA 
fitemus ВЕЗА Tamang ual, Millen Nut Е Жашы meret. lan pay Албома, ra SI Lpa too Gly orgapo apa Rond are co Toas 
EIE 41127-20 [x SIE tr eens rogoo (029) 207020 Сув Son Fomanso, Cute St, Zamboanga Cty 


Фота AUTO SHAN шлу ШТО CABANATUAN SUGAVTODAO SUZUKI AVTO LEGASPI por 
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Too Fat 
o Handle 
The Truth? 


Look at yourself in the mirror. 


Do you see loose, ugly bulges? Do you notice your hips getting wider? 
How about your arms, are they flabby and sagging? Depressed when you 
look at those big, cellulite-filled thighs? You should be. And your tummy, 
does it protrude more than your breasts? 


Pampanga 
Ier ТТЕ 


wwwisuzuki.com.ph 


Yes, you're FAT and no amount of lame excuses will make your body 
slimmer. Deal with the problem NOW at Marie France. Our supportive 
and understanding staff will guide you through your weight-loss program. 


Call 874-BODY (2639) 


CT — - —— — 
= 


E FREE Weight-Loss Starter 
t. Program worth P10,000 


P upon enrollment between June 5-10, 20061 


y Per ТОМО теп ө 3107, Sedis ot 2006 


MAKATI ORTIGAS TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG SHAW CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA“ TEL: 981-2791 CEBU + TEL: 233-7637 V 
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Another militant 


By Luige A. del Puerto Alyansang Malabayan (Bayan) reported yas- 
terday 
'YET ANOTHER LEFTIST ACTIVIST HAS BEEN. Bayan identified the latest victim as Markus 


shot dead in Isabela, the militant Bagong Bangit, a member of the Cordillera People's Al- 


Mayor Lito Atienza 
Congressman Miles Roces 
ess Club, Inc. 
Chinatown Development Authority 
DZMM 630 Radyo Patrol 


invite you to the 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


leader gunned 


Iiance regional council and spokesper- 
son ofthe CPA elders’ organization. 
"He was shot dead at the Pines restau- 
rant in San Isidro, Isabela, by people 
wearing bonnets on board a van,” said 
Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes Jr. 
CPA is the Bayan chapter in the 
Cordilleras 
Quoting reports from the field, 
Reyes said Bangit was traveling in a 
bus on his way to Baguio City, 
Samuel Anongos, a member of the 
CPA elders’ desk, said Bangit accompa- 
nied by his son left Tabuk, Kalinga, af- 
ter 5 p.m. The attack occurred when 
the bus stopped at the restaurant to al- 
low its passengers to take their dinner, 
“Tmnotsure how long he was tailed. 


э Р 


down 


Of course, you can't use a motorcycle 
when ctossing (provinces), Reyes 
said, referring to the fact that most left- 
ists killed earlier had been attacked by 
motorcycle-riding gunmen. 

“The only thing that was clear was 
that the assailants were on board a 
van,” Reyessaid, 

Senior Supt. Oscar Fiesta, Isabela 
police director, said Gloria Саба, 
principal of the Quezon National High 
School in Quezon, Isabela, was also 
killed after she was hit by stray bullets. 

Reyes said Bangit was brought to the 
Echague District Hospital in Echague 
town, about 3 km from San Isidro, 
where he died. He had taken five bul- 
lets to the body. 
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in Isabela 


Chief Supt. Jefferson Soriano, Re- 
gion I police director, said the as- 
sailants continued to shoot at Bangit 
even as he lay on the ground. 

Bangit was a former secretary general 
of the CPA-Kalinga chapter and a Bayan 
‘Muna leader, ocording to Bayan. 

‘And as in the past, Bayan blamed 
the government for its failure to 
check the wave of assassinations. 

“Death warrants against activists 
remain despite the so-called abolition 
of the death penalty. Markus Bangies 
death shows how ineffective govem- 
ment is in stopping the killing,” the 
Bayan offical said. With a report 
from Villamor Visaya Jr: and Desiree 
Caluza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


TRADE-IN TRADE-UP 


TO ORIGINAL SONY PLAYSTATION 2 UNIT 


In exchange for your old/working or non-working Sony Playstation 1 
or 2 Units, Circuit City is giving you 35% off when you purchase a 
brand new Sony Playstation 2 unit from June 9, 2006 to July 9, 2006, 
Originally priced at P11,540, now you can start enjoying the new smaller, 
slimmer Sony Playstation 2 at a friendly price of just P7,500. And if you 
purchase the Sony Playstation 2 together with other playstation 2 Accessories, 


June 10, 2006 - 7am up to 12midnight 
Venue A - PLAZA SAN LORENZO RUIZ 
T:00AM - Tal-Chi and Aerobics 40:00AM - Puppet Show 


7:30AM - Friendship Parade 8 Exchange of flags & gifts 1:00PM - Dog Show & Competition 
(Filipino Students wi Ati-Atihan and 


‘Chinese Students w! Dragon & Lion Dancers 
-Ribbon cutting of CFBCI at its Best Exhi 
8:00AM - Program E 
“Awarding of Mural Painting Competition 
Winners 


4:00PM - Martial Arts Exhibition 
5:00PM - "Kabataang Maynila: 
Umindak Sumayaw Iwas 
Droga" Dance Competition 
«Cultural Show (Fino & Chinese Mus) 8:00PM - Fireworks Display 
9:00AM - Animal Show 8:15PM - Street Party wl Live Bands| 
Venue В. - ONGPIN ST. (BESIDE BINONDO CHURCH) 
= 3:00PM -Foreign and Local Jobs Fair 
-12:00NN - Free Chinese and Filipino Medical Mission 
«10:00PM - Mini Fil-Chi Food Festival 
:00PM - Free Anti-Rabies Vaccination 
РМ. Free Trade and Livelihood Demos 
5 - 4:00PM - Fire Fighting Demo (Experience lo be a Full Gear Fire Fighter) 
9:00AM - 10:00PM - Inventor's Fair 
9:00AM - PM -issuance of Senior Citizen Cards 8 Free Reading Glasses 
9:00AM - 4:00PM - Free "How to Start Business & "Business On Line" Seminars 
4:00PM - 3:00PM - Free "Productivity Awareness" Seminar 


TW. "Assn. of PI. Volunteer Fre Brigade Ino 
BEN Te "Chiang Kai Shek College d 

SU Stopnen High Schot 

dose Abad Santos High School 

{Sen Lorenzo Rule Academy 

gan Mabel CUP, Chinese Doctors Assn. ofthe Phi 


Special 
Ho Ug Nam ain Ase, 


thanks to: 
BM BR af Vian Science Assn, 


COME AND JOIN USI 


DepEd NGR! Mla. 
* San Miguel Corp. 


we'll give you an automatic 20% off on all its accessories. 


SONY PLAYSTATION 2 
SCPH 70006 


P 7,500* 


300 Mhz processor delivers enhanced clarity and mesmerizing graphics. 
What's more, the PlayStation 2 doubles as a CD/DVD player. It also plays 
most of the original PlayStation games. 


PARTICIPATING CIRCUIT CITY BRANCHES : CIRCUIT CITY (SM NORTH EDSA) 9279409 * CIRCUIT CITY (SM MEGAMALL) 6366816 * CIRCUIT CITY 


(SM FAIRVIEW) 9395012 * CIRCUIT CITY (SM MANILA) 5226251 * CIRCUIT CITY (SM SOUTHMALL) 8003023*CIRCUN 
CIRCUIT CITY STA. IUCIA (6815222) * CIRCUIT CITY FILINVEST (8503935) 


‘Sony Playstation 1 42, 7518 P52 are registered trademarks af SCEI and its respective owners 


ITY BACOOR(046-4172621; 


Per DTI-NCR Permit No.1574, Series of 2006 


|. s just a matter of timing. . 


Our aircons come 
with the exclusive 
programmable 
CHRONOSWITCH” 

& ENERGY SAVING PLUG: 


With Condura, you can sleep 


in cooling comfort 
& convenience >. 
while saving up to 40% 
in electric consumption. 


The better choice made even better. 


* exclusive Chronoswitch available with 1.25HP-2.5HP models. 
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GlobeQUEST Unveils ICON: RP's 1* Nationwide Multi-Service MPLS Network 


We at Innove Communications, as the wireline sub- 
sidiary of Gobe Tatecom, hava continuously invasted 
їп enhancing our networks to meet the busi- 
ness needs of our 

customers. 


Providing the latest services, especially for our en- 
terprisa customors, has always bean a priority in 
our facilities and infrastructure planning. 
GlobeQUEST, the corporate product brand of 
Innove, has already delivered products such as WIZ, BiZ, Touchpoint and 
Store Express to address the demand for segment-specific solutions. 


Today, wa are proud to bring you GlobeQUEST ICON (IP-Converged Opti- 
cal Network), our enhanced multi-service GlobeQUEST MPLS network, a 
first of its kind in the Philippines, enabling you to break away from the 
pack and build your compotitive edge. Using MPLS and IP technology 
with differentiated levels enabling greater capacity at the core, flexible 
service delivery at the edge, and higher availability at the access layer, 
GlobeQUEST ICON brings your businesses to the fore of technology, makes 
you more globally competitive, and allows you to provide better services 
to your customers. 


This network enhancement has far-reaching and broad implications, re- 
sulting in a revolutionary improvement in enterprise businesss opera- 
tions in ай industries from retail to banking, manufacturing, logistics, 
BPOs and call centers. 


And this new network is now ready to serve you. 


сй» 
СЕО, Innove Communications Inc. 


These days, most companies struggle to stay ahead of 
tho so-called technology curve as the business 
environment becomes more complex and competitive, 


That is why we are putting a lot of effort In equipping you 
with cutting-edge technology. We understand your needs 
‘and we have the answer for your needs. Wa rocognizo 
how important fast, secure, fiexible, scalable, and reliable 
communications infrastructure is for your business, So 
we do our best to respond to your demands, 


Today, we ünvell our new multi-million dollar, multi-service network, 
GlobeQUEST; ICON, a first In the Philippines, With this, we are Introducing 
new services that enforce quality of service to business applications, enabling 
You to customize your networks to make operations more efficient, 


First, we have designed three levels of services based on our understanding 
of customer needs. You will definitely find a perfect fit to your business 
requirements and ensure you get value for money, 


Second, we can now offer you our VPLS or virtual private LAN service, another 
milestone in Philippine IT services. This enables business offices to extend 
the experience of being in a local area network across distances to thair 
remote branches, tapping the same Ethernet interface users are familiar 
with. 


Itaiso enables fixed-mobile convergence as it uses IP and MPLS at Its core to 
provide a best-of-breed solution for integrating voice, video and data that 
will guarantee security and flexibility for your offices and mobile workforce, 
Gone are the days when you have to assume all the headacnes associated 
with handling the growing requirements of your business, Today, you can 
Seve Cus майк st 


These are only some of the high performance services that GlobeQUEST 


ICON can offer. In the near future, you can expect us to Introduce more data 
Services und features to meet your sophisticated naeds, 


O 
Jesüs|B. Romero 
Head/ Enterprise Business Group 


Businesses today face exciting yet challenging times. To remain competitive and more productive, companies are decentralizing thelr 


headquarters in favor of branch offices and mobile workers, To meat the growing need 


this trond creates, bondwidth-hungry, real- 


time applications lika voice over IP (VoIP), Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) applications, and video streaming ara emerging. Thasa 
naw, powerful communications services have become the competitive edge that allows enterprises to enhance thelr customer service. 
And at the center of these new services is a robust telecommunications network, naw a critical part of 8 thriving business. 


However, heightened competition dictates that operations also remain cost-effective, hence the need for a converged volca und data 
network. As networks continue to grow and become more pervasive, there is a desire to minimize complexity, Instead of having three. 
separate networks to work with, voice, data and the Internet have been merged Into one common infrastructure, 


‘At the sama time, while enterprises have to be forward-looking, thay also require a network that can support thair cxisting applications 


and allow them to migrate seamlessly In the future. 


Tnnove Communications, Inc, saw these growing customer needs and undertook a major upgrade that would not only meet today's 
business demands but tomorrow's challenges as well, The result is tha now multi-million dollar GlobeQUEST network that usas MPLS (Multi 
Protocol Label Switching) and IP (Internet Protocol) at its core. MPLS combines the speed and performance of packet-awitched networks 
with the intelligence of circult-switched networks (such as ATM) to provide n best-of-breed solution for integrating voice, video end data, 


GlobeQUEST ICON (IP-Converged Optical Network) promises to deliver more Innovations to customers to giva tham greater control, sacurity, and reliability as well as help tham reduce operating costs, 
Customers using them will have в significant edge in tha marketplace as they differentiato themselves from their competitors, 


‘The move to establish а new network was the logical conclusion of two main business imperatives: First, the nead to reduce the cost of service dalivery and maintenance. This would then result In 
savings which could then ba passed on to customers. Second, was the песа to respond to tha increasing demand for gracter quality of service, flexible network solutions better natwork performance 


and higher bandwidth capacity 
Network Innovations 


Network Innovation Is essential for every ICT service provider to ensure high customer satisfaction. Customers today seek new Ideas, bettar implementation and cutting-edge technology In thelr 
connectivity, This is what GlobeQUEST ICON brings, enabling innove to deliver more exciting solutions in the future 


One of these network innovations Is GlobeQUEST IP-VPN with QoS (Quality of Service) which offers three classes of service quality to its IP-VPN customers, This nesures them of ralioble connactivity, 


low latency, minimum packet loss and minimum jitter. 


Another Important innovation Is the Virtual Private LAN Service (VPLS), a multipoint transparent LAN service. It uses familiar Ethernet interfaces to connect customer sitos to the service bs VPLS 
essentially links sites together as If they were оп one local area network. MPLS technology allows for the transportation of data in tha most efficient manner through n mash resulting to any-to-any 


connectivity over secure tunnels, 


in VPLS, the remote users get the same “look and feel" and experience of s LAN connection. Unlike the IP-VPN service, the customer doss not naedito coordinate with GlobeQUEST on IP addresses 
and routing to use the service, Once the Ethernet port at the customer site is up, users вте Immediately connected to the rest of the network and have full control over their IP addrassing and routing, 


Also, VPLS can carry protocols other than IP over the network, unlike the IP-VPN where all customer traffic must bs IP. This allows remote users to access legacy applications thet do not vse IP ав its 


communications protocol, 


nefits of GlobeQUEST ICON 


Any-to-Any Connectivity 
An MPLS-based VPN creates a fully-meshed wide area network for the customer. 


Which is the case in meshed frame relay and ATM networks. 


Quality of Service (QoS) Support 


GlobeQUEST ICON can provide differentiated levels of quality of service (QoS) to different | This time, as the demand for fast, reliable and | 
traffic types. This ls vital |n ensuring low latency and minimum jitter for time-sensitive user | accurate Information becomes a must for busi- 
traffic, like voice over 1P (VolP) and other miswon-critical applications that customers use, 


Layer 2 Services 


Layer 2 services or Virtual Private LAN Service (VPLS) will enable enterprises to essentially 
create а virtual local area network across multiple office locations using familar Ethernet 
Interfaces, ‘This gives the same "ook and feel" of a LAN environment in a mde area network, | Ovér the years, wa have chosen GlobaQUEST to 


Service Interworking 


‘The network is capable of integrating multiple types of access technologies (Ethernet, Frame | now, with GlobeQUEST's new generation MPLS network, we have 


Relay, OSL and wireless) into à single virtual private network. 
Scalability 


With Gigabit Ethernet connections at the core, the network ls designed for greater xcalabilty nsac- 
VM ma apaa Diny 16 adde Ue evar-qremoy demands of anta prasi ond When ver | Nave Mater more secure, and more efficient customer tannas 


liver traffic across their networks. 
Reliability 


Designed and bulik with redundant and diverse facilities, it ungures resillency and faster intel- | compatibility of equipment or natworks, 
lent routing enabled by MPLS, through the Faut Reroute (FAR) feature over a mashed net- 


work, 


Sucurity 


This re- Y hen 
Nieves the customer from managing many point-to-point direct connections to remotes sites, EVE'S) relational in| with dice QUERT started ых уема ик эри 


————— 


Partnering with GlobeQUEST 


we upgraded from the traditional leased lines to GlobeQUEST's 
domestic frame relay ѕогуіса, 


nesses to survive in а global environment, wo 
again turn to GlobeQUEST for our connectivity 
requirements, 


be the primary supplier of tolecom services ba- 
cause of its vorsatiio network architectura, And 


migrated our remota connectivity from traditional leased lina and 
frame relay privata networks to tha latast IP-VPN protocol at the 
least possible tima and lower operating cost, This enables us to 


tions, Wo also need not worry about nalwork expansion as this 
can be easily deployed by Just connecting to tho branch office to 
the noarast GlobeQUEST MPLS noda without having to think about 


We currently depend on GIObeQUEST for most of PVD's talacom- 
munication services, linking the local head offica to our branches 
nationwide. 


As It inherently supports network-based virual private networks (VPNs) customers no longer 
need to purchase CPE-bawed VPN equipment to secure their network transmision. Wa ara pleased that through thasa years, GlobeqUEST haa Given 
Single Network Management its unwavering support for our businoss growth, thoraby, ongure 
GiodeQUEST can manage and monitor the customer's network down to the point of access of | ing our competitiveness In the banking Industry, With GlobaQUEST's 
tne customer's equipment all the way into tne core of the network using a single network | MPLS natwork, we are confident Lhat IL can continue to provide us 
management system, This translates to faster service provisioning and troubleshooting. | with innovative banking solutions Lo stay ahead of compalition. 


Reduced Total Cost of Ownership 

‘With ail the features of the network, GlubeQUEST can customize network solutions that opti- 

mize performance and potentially reduce the customer's cost of implementation апа | Edgardo S, Dajao 
administration. and | Vice President for IT 
Philippine Veterans Bank 


AA 
Palace ordered P3-B cut 
from victims” fund - Etta 


By Philip C. Tubeza passed. rights abuse victims could end up Filipino people. There has never 
Ў The House passed the bill оп with a bigger sum as the P8 billion been any piece of legislation indict- 

ITWAS MALACANANG THAT OR- third and final reading ол “had already earned interest.” ing the Marcoses,” she said. 

dered the P3-billion cut in the Wednesday night. The bill origi- “They set aside the P8 billion as — "Therefore, in conformity with 

compensation for human rights nally provided for 5200 million to eariy asthe 12th Congress and when.” the spirit of the law, the claimants 

victims of martial law, according Бе given as compensation to the 1 objected then, the House leader- will definitely oppose any effort 

{оа party-list representative. rights abuse victims. The House ship told me not to worry since it to compromise with the Marcoses 

Akbayan Rep. Loretta Ann “Etta” leadership, however, insisted that would eam interest,” she said. that would exonerate them from 
Rosales said the Palace ordered the the amount be stated in pesos Rosales said despite the ap- criminal liability” she said. 
House leadership to reduce the and fixed at P8 billion. proval of the compensation bill, Rosales said the compensation 
amount from P11 billion to P8 bil- Rosales earlier said the amount the human rights victims would ЫШ was not about money but jus- 
lion in House Bill No. 3315. ‘could beincreased atthe bicameral continue to oppose any deal with tice. 

“It was a directive from Mala- conference committee, but Sen. the family of the late dictator Fer- — "Of course compensation is a 
tafiang to the House leadership. Joker Arroyosaid itcannotbedone dinand Marcos. way of getting justice, but we 
Ìt was that categorical,” she said. as the bill was an appropriation “This is the first time that the cannot quantify what the victims 

Rosales, the chairofthe human measure and any change would state, through legislation, recog- suffered. Even if it were P10 bil- 
tights committee, said she had to have tobemadeatthe House. nizes the violation of human rights Боп, it would not be enough for 
comply or the bili would nothave But Rosales was hopeful that the committed by Marcos against the е lives lost,” she said. 


Leftists set ‘outrage’ march Gov't forces 


SOME 5,000 LEFTISTACTIVISTS lice copyofitsothereisnoconfu- “The Arroyo regime cannot deny slay 
will march to Mendiola today to sion,” he said. claim to be prolife if these killings ; ‘AND WHATASTORYITIS: 

denounce the “death sentence” Otherwise, the police and continue,” said Bayan secretary try behind Sante Maa Lider piled Pisana 6 Sapa copy 
allegedly imposed on militants by protesters may have to face each... general Renato Reyes Jr. fae cake, maa] Law in бе Pipa My Story" which yes 


state security forces. other “in a very confrontational “The removal of the death fi " т 

“Ош тшш are beng decimat- way? Queries. min doa ates da? fight security | kundedWedrecay atte Mania Hotei inche 52 page book 

ed so this wil be an indignation Аа said the protesters had ap- er up Arroyo's accountability On ns YEARS INDEPENDENCE DAY. | behind the peapl'sstriggle to be rid ofthe authoritarian rule of 
ly We will show our outrage. plied fora rally permit two weeks the issue of continuing extra-judi- KA 

Our messages should reach Mala- ago,butithad not been acted on. cial killings, abductions and tor- rites will be marked by tightened se. | strongman Ferdinand Marcos, and his role in it. nea, 

cafiang,” said Carl Ala, Kilusang Тһе law on public assembly ture. Even the international com- CUI but military and police offi- 

Magbubukid ng Pilipinas infor- states that if a local chief execu- munity will take note of this,” he Gals are playing down reports that a 


mation officer. tive fails to act on a permit appli- said. possible assassination attempt may Iks 1 h d 
Farmers and fishermen from cation within two working days, He said the issue would bebehindiheheighened watch. Peace ta wit! Re S 
Luzon will lead todays protest thepermitisdeemedgranted. | "hound" the President when she ut iperen a 
demonstration, to signify 18th Militants will also highlight at visits Spain and the Vatican this Я fu 1 1 hi f 
пеш ано of te the rally the Arroyo administra- oath. белтейкишв кешш TUE, SAYS security chie 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform tions allegedly dismal human Today's protest action will also Region Command (NCRCom) and 
Program this week. rights record as President Maca- call on government to impose the National Capital Region Police > MAIKS WITH THE СОМ. CPP founding chair and chief po- 
‘Ala warned intelligence agents  pagal-Arroyo prepares for an offi- harshersanctions on security off- Office (NCRPO) announced that TRACE MIN, ak Democratic litical consultant of the NDE ha 
tay awayfromthe crowd. cial rip to Burope in the next few cers or agents involved in abduc- 6000 ройсепеп had been ordered Imes. „foie and uselessex. spoken of a “sword” che 
юре ше vey mach hot. ek арата ад. ралі Мето Manda за ane Ta, gt yow kid ннн sate O 8, Tor te 
Tempered these days,” he said. n a statement, the Bagong Besides Bayan, KMP and Pa- With another 300 soldiers placed а aoea aned communistinsur. enemy and a “shield”. the front 
f "police Director Vidal Querol Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) malakaya, the party-list groups ОП stand by ready to be mobilized | Hub marine o National Secu. a of the МОЕ С 
Žaid the demonstrators should said it was ironic that while the Bayan Muna, Anakpawis and for any security emergency: Ue Ries Nat Corsi анон т Ааа 
‘get a rally permit. death penalty has been abol Gabriela, which have six repre- Тһе head of the Presidential Se- Tine MON ie peace This che communists 
Т Those who have applied fora ished, itsmembers remain targets sentatives in Congress, will join Ur Group (PSG) amended the л Coons nb magan par ннан dey he bear nang 
Tally permit should give the po- of extra-judicial killings. therally.  LuigeA.del Puerto command conference. It was the baa ip HY ih 
E first time in recent years that a PSG Tenounce violence as а tool to gain are allowed to have their cake 
chisfattended a security conference Power or initiate change, he said. and eat it too," Gonzales said. 
Teen = RAD paaa “How do you talk peace with a Тһе government and the ND 
f чу ut ane MECO (Officials denied they were defend- Sroupthathastwofacesonethat the political arm of the CPR have 
ing against a possible communist ав. Pursues and fights foritgideology been conducting negotiations with 
M.O IGNING ‘sassination plot against President above and underground?" Gon- the help of the Norwegian govem- 
Macapagal-Arroyo and members of Zales said ina statement. ‘ment in an attempt to end the 38- 
e herCibmer  DonaPusibugun “It would be foolhardy for gov- year-old communist insurgency. 
emment to discuss peace with ‘Talks have been stalled for a year 
K fusiti communist leaders who have mas- after the communists insisted that 
tered the art of deceit,” he said. the government use its influence 
orean gitive Gonzales said peace will never be with the United States and the Eu- 
; achieved until the NDF and the ropean Union to get the commu- 
nabbed at Naia Sa nivel ойо semel 
renounce violence and disband their from the US" and EU's lists of inter- 
IMMIGRATION AGENTS HAVE armed wing, the New People's Anny. national terrorist organizations. 
arrested a South Korean national He said past negotiations failed Last year, the communists а 
living in the Philippines the past because the NDF-CPP refused to nounced they were suspending 
three years for allegedly swin- stop the NPA from attacking mili- talks and just wait for the next 
dling a compatriot of $180,000. тагу and police targets even while government that would replace 
‘The suspect, identified as52-year- talks were going on. President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
old Kim Yun Soo, was nabbed atthe “There was no sincerity or mo- Sison said the Arroyo gove- 
Ninoy Aquino Intemational Airport tivation. It was bound to col- ment was using the terrorist list- 
after he was off loaded from a Thai lapse,” said Gonzales, who also ing as a license to silence, arrest 
Airways flight to Bangkok last week. chairs the Partido Demokratiko" and kill those in the opposition, 
NA " ep M Kim was removed from the flight Sosyalista ng Pilipinas (РОР). particularly leftist and progres- 
Е — —— оп Saturday after he was placedon He said Jose Ma. Sison, the siveleaders. Blanche S. Rivera 
< REACQUIRING CITIZENSHIP MADE EASY the Bureau of Immigration watch 
Former Filipino citizens in Taiwan may now reacquire Phi itin T ji list, according to Immigration Com- 


Manila, with the signing by Immigration Commissioner Alipio Fernandez (second from left) and missioner Alipio Fernandez Jz UP med studes say tuition 


Manila Economic and Cultural Office in Taipei managing director and resident representative ee said kea = 

Antonio І. Basilio (third from left) of a memorandum of agreement for the purpose. At left is Jose L. е South Koreen Embasy ha i i i 

Cabochan, Bureau of Immigration associate commissioner (left), and Ma. Isabel O.Golamco, Meco | Sought Kim's arrest after it h ike viol ates CHE d p olicy 
3 director and chief finance officer. leamed he was in the country. 

BI intelligence chief Faizal 
Hussin said Kim was wanted in By Alcuin Papa Cenina argued that besides the, 
Seoul for allegedly defrauding a freshman tuition hike going be- 
T " 10: -7: compatriot of $180,000in 2002. STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY yond the cap set by CHEd, it also 
21-23 June 2006 = PICC Forum, Manila * 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM The Seoul Central District Court of the Philippines College of went against earlier pronounce- 

issued a warrant of arrest for Kim Medicine are protesting the in- ments of CHEd officials that tu- 


t агай il - 
NG TIME FOUNDATION, INC. ba hayan 2005 charing ааай creased tuition slapped on incom- ition would not be increased in, 
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pm s 


: м ing freshmen, claiming it was avio- state universities and colleges. 
ETE Tang lation of Commission on Higher Ed- But he himself noted that the 
mu кайп policy capping tuition hikes state university was an autonomous, 
" at the 7.6 percent inflation rate. system and independent of CHEd, 
TH International Food ^ Beverage Corrections ‘Alvin Cenina, the chair of the though its chair, Carlito Puno, sits 
IN Ime 8 и ire usd college's student council, said tu- onthe UP Board of Regents. 
"Palace on budget: All or noth- | ition for freshman medical su- Cenina said that because of the 
o Pi m ^ ition for me 
Manufacturing ә Techno ing’—misstated in the third paragraph | dents was increased 74 percent, rate hike, the council was reviv- 
the amount of the rational budget sub- | from P11,529 to P20,045. ing a scholarship grant program 
Exposition 2006 mitted by Malacafiang and approved by | "According to Cenina, the council for deserving students. It would 
ға Tech the House of Representatives. The 2006 | tried to opena dialogue with the UP also set up an enrollment fund for 
(F&B ManuTech) | | national budget endorsed by Mala- | Board of Regents after the increase needy students. 
SEMINAR SCHEDULE сабап and the House amounted to | was approved last Apri, but the The UP College of Manila Univer- 
Totus UA FREE ADMISSION) P1.053 trillion—not billion. board was intent on implementing sity Student Council also protested 
FASE M c 5 the tuition hike and voted in Mayto the tuition hike and wamed of an 
е Uo =~ rem IN THE SAME ISSUE, a Metro story оп | imposeiton freshmen students only, impending UP system-wide increase. 
mum D ei ык | | P28¢A18—"Suspect in Naia killing mum “They said that the last tuition “We see a pattern in the manner 
Fr утоа | about his motive"—attributed the state- increase was back in 1992 50 ћеге by which the tuition increase in the 


Bip" pin cnc a | us 

T E | | ment— have no comment regarding | has been inflation and the high College of Medicine was imple- 
FOR INQUIRIES & TUAE persto ense iy Mamia аана the issue”.-to the wrong person. The | cost of education. But the council темей. This scheme was also done 
emper CONTACT. ч m bd iem ERU m m made by Ie =з с is firm in its stand that we oppose іп raising the library fees system- 
UT UNLIMITED, INC. ler, Cenon Tenorio—not Eduardo Tio- | the increase,” Cenina said. wide from P400 to P800 for under- 
‘Unit 2007, 200, Prestige Tower... SHA SANAA Ш B atid on en mienia este mb toc tioen, the Ninoy Aquino International "The Student Council has called graduate students and from P800 to 


по ао nd sts em maa maana Paga Airport action officer who was killed, for a delay in the implementation P1,200 for graduate students,” a 
AE ia Pa О, - ime ate ofthe tuition hike until a review of . statement from the council said. 
6872213, 6873292 EE p Readers may send their request for correc: | UP's Socialized Tuition Fee Assis- — "Iris the most convenient way of 
Fax +632 6070608 Lodi — ww ded end ener impu te Day | tance Program (STEAP) is finished. ralsing nition and oter feos, ask 
Email cu@pacifc.netph pam DS e oid ees Bihag he program ranks students ac- vides the opposition by students and 


payan тей of student consulta- 
[1 АА pt ni gc ao Sakari City, fox Nos 897.47.93/94; етай | cording to income, charging stu- would be bereft of student 

g hepatic is arent | | aren: daydesk@mnqurercomph е Gents in the higher brackets full u- tions, even with concemed student 
scampi about fack of fairness орок. | Кол and giving financial wSsance coundlsandrepmsenutis Asa r6- 
pai tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- | to students from the lower brackets, _ sult, the USC has every reason to be- 
post Fe аз arora, eal, addres: mes B9747. | Бы it was "difficult now for ` lieve and fear tha the impending UP 


© м © fusum 
uh 93/94, Aren: Readers Advocate. Her phone students to get into the lower system-wide tuition increase would 
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For S Koreans, RP 
still nearest, cheapest 
place to learn English 


ELLIE SUNG AND A FRIEND ARE QUEUING 
at a Manila shopping mall to catch the film 
“Mission Impossible 3” for the second time. 

Ies not that Sung isa Tom Cruise fan. 

“like to watch movies. Its for my English 
practice,” she says. 

‘Sung, 28, is one of thousands of South Ko- 
rean students currently enrolled in about 800 
language schools in the Philippines who are 
trying to get the edge that would translate in- 
toa good job, a higher salary or an acceptance 
letter from an elite university back home. 

The importance placed on English in South 
Korea has driven high school students, gradu- 
ates and unemployed degree holders to pri- 
vate language centers in the country or "hag- 
won” as they are known there. 

Those looking for a more intensive experi- 
ence move to countries where English is a 
main language. 


English spoken here 

The Philippines—a former US colony with 
a love of Hollywood movies, basketball and 
other icons of American culture—is a close 
and relatively cheap choice. It is five hours by 
plane from Seoul and there are Korean com. 
munities in many cities. 

While the government puts the number of 
Koreans living in the Philippines at around 
70,000, Dr. Hyun-Mo Park, president of the 
Filipino-Korean Cultural Foundation, sees it 
at closer to 100,000. 

Last year, 524,000 Koreans visited for vari- 
сиз reasons, including education, business 
and tourism. The Department of Tourism ex- 
‘pects 600,000 Korean visitors this year, grow- 
ing to 800,000 by 2008 and 1 million by 
2010. 


Big factor is cost 

À big draw for South Korean students is 
cost. 

In the Philippines, they need P40,000 to 
60,000 ($755 to $1,135) per month for tu- 
ition, room, board and entertainment. And 
they get one-on-one lessons, something the 
same fee would not cover in Korea. 

But standards vary widely. 

Bernard Lee, an administrator at the 
Jungchul Academy in Manila, says unautho- 
rized schools have “mushroomed” in the capi- 
tal and other big cities since the English-lan- 
guage trend among Koreans started in the 
mid-19905. 

Lee estimates that only about one-quar- 
ter of the schools are registered with the 


UK to put up own 
embassy building 


‘THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
and Northern Ireland will build its own em- 
bassy building in the Philippines, a move that 
demonstrates the growing bilateral coopera- 
tion between the two countries. 

“We have concluded an agreement to pur- 
chase land in Mckinley Hill, Fort Bonifacio, 
and ithas been approved by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs,” said British Ambassador Peter 
Beckingham in a press statement yesterday. 

‘The 1.2-ha site is located in Taguig City and 
was acquired from Megaworld Corp. 

“The purchase underlines the growing 
British and Philippine relationship,” Becking- 
ham said. 

“Our decision to invest several million pounds 
ina new embassy building isa strong signal of our 
commitment to developing an ever closer rela- 
tionship with the Philippines,” he added. 

“Our investments are increasing, visa applica- 
tions at record levels and tourism from the UK ison 
the increase. For all these reasons, and our dose 
strategic interests, it makes sense for us to have our 
‘own purpose built embassy” Beckingham said. 

‘The British embassy is currently located in 
the Locsin Building on Ayala Avenue in 
Makati City. 

Construction of the new embassy will begin 
in January next year and should be finished 
by 2009. Nikko Dizon 


government. 
“In certain places, they're a dime a dozen,” 
hesays. 


Teacher makes the difference 

Philippine law encourages foreign-owned 
firms catering to the domestic market to take 
on Filipino partners or be directed in part by 
Filipinos, so many hagwons choose not to reg- 
ister as a way of remaining fully Korean- 
owned 

"As long as you pick a good teacher, that's 
the most important thing,” says Julie Park, 25, 
who studies English with a private tutor. 

For many South Koreans, immersion in the 
language is what they pay for with a ticket to 
Manila, 

“Everyday I can practice English with al- 
most everybody,” Sung says. 


Declining competency 

But recent studies show the number of Fil- 
ipinos who speak and understand English 
competently has fallen as the debt-laden gov- 
ernment struggles to find money for educa- 
tion. 

According to the European Chamber of 
Commerce, about 75 percent of the 400,000 
college graduates each year have 

“substandard” English skills 

Shiena Jaco, a senior teacher at the Jabez 

ternational Education Center, says the find- 
ings are misleading because they do not re- 
flect the lowering of English ability among 
Filipinos as much as the rising standards all 
over the world. 

“In many places in the Philippines, peo- 
ple can actually speak English very well,” 
Jaco said. “Many of our students end up 
staying longer than they plan to. It's the 
norm.” 

‘South Koreans are also less threatened by 
the insurgencies and crime that can deter 
tourists from visiting the Philippines, says 
former ‘Trade Undersecretary Gregory 
Domingo. 

“They have hundreds of guns pointed at 
their country every day, so warnings of things 
like kidnapping and extortion probably don't 
scare them as much,” he said. 

For Park of the Filipino-Korean Cultural 
Foundation, the local welcome also counts. 

"In other countries, racial discrimination is 
a big problem for Koreans but in the Philip- 
pines not so much,” Park says. 

“Filipinos are very hospitable people.” 

Reuters 
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9th Week in Ordinary Time 
Ephrem 
Ist Reading: 2Tim3:10-17 
Gospel: Mark 12:35-37 

AS Jesus was teaching in the Temple, he 
said, “The teachers of the Law Say that the 
Messiah is the son of David. How can that be? 
For David himself, inspired by the Holy Spirit 
declared: The Lord said to my Lord: sit at my 
right untill put your enemies under your feet. 
| If David himself calls him Lord, in what way | 

can he be his son?" Many people came to Je- 
sus and listened to him gladly 
Commentary 

We learn how to live by watching and imi- 
tating those who obey the Word of God and 
part of that learning is to know that there will 
be suffering, hardships and even persecution if 
we are faithful. All that is needed is found in the 
Scriptures: use it for teaching, reproof, correc- 
tion, training in holiness, faithfulness and wis- 


“LOOK, MA, NO NOISE” 


Amother puts earplugs on her daughter before they board a US Navy helicopter in Jolo, Sulu, to fly out to the 
hospital ship USNS Mercy offshore where the girl will undergo a cleft palate operation. The Mercy is currently on 


a medical tour of the southern Philippines. 


TROY MALCOLMIPDIMINDANAO BUREAU 


dom. We read the Scriptures daily, food for our 
souls and minds, the foundation of our lives 
and conversions, and learn more and more 
what it means to call Jesus: "Lord." 


Ciarerian Publications Ine., 8 Mayumi St. UP Vi 
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‘absurd,’ PSG denies part in Erap 5 affair 


From page Al 
Wednesday that he was checking infor- 
mation that two PSG men were part of 
the arresting team. 

Biazon's committee on defense is look- 
ing into the abduction and alleged tor- 
ture ofthe Estrada supporters. 

“Iris absurd and untrue and we really 
don't know what was the basis of this 
publication, but we believe we don't de- 
serve such kind of publication,” Delfin 
said at a press conference in Mala- 
cafiang. 

The five men, including Virgilio Eu- 
staquio, chair of the pro-Estrada Union 
ofthe Masses for Democracy and Justice, 
yesterday filed multiple criminal charges 
in the Office of the Ombudsman against 
Intelligence Service of the AFP chief 
Commodore Leonardo Calderon Jr. and 
other military and police officials. 

Eustaquio, Ruben Dionisio, Jim 
Cabauatan, Dennis Ebona and РОЗ Jose 
Curameng charged Calderon et al. with 
arbitrary detention, unlawful arrest, 
‘maltreatment of prisoners, grave threat, 
incriminatory machinations and robbery 
with violence against or intimidation of 
persons. 

Dionisio, 60, who claimed to have been 
severely tortured while in detention, also 
filed charges of frustrated murder. 

Calderon's coaccused are Lt. Col. Henry 
Robinson Jr, commander of the Бару 
Military Intelligence Group 15 (MIG-15); 
Director Jesus Versoza of the Philippine 
National Police Criminal Investigation and 
Detection Group (PNP-CIDG); PO3 Fred 
Pimentel and POL Noel de Ramos, and 17 
John and Jane Does. 


100-percent sure 

Bangit said there was no need for an 
investigation to be conducted because he 
was "certain 100 percent" that the PSG 
was not involved in the abduction. 

“Tes unimaginable why there should be 
such a headline and whatever it is, whatev- 
er is the intention of this publication, it is 
my personal assessment that this is an in- 
credible invention of a story..” he said at 
‘one point in the press conference. 

Bangit later complained to the INQUIR- 
ка that no one had asked him to com- 
ment on the issue. 

Asked by reporters whether he was 
planning to speak with Biazon, he said 
he did not want to do so because he had 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


" 


THROWING THE BOOK AT THEIR TORMENTORS: The so-called Erap 5—Ruben 
Dionisio (seated), Jose Curameng, Jim Cabauatan, Dennis Ebona and Ver 
Eustaquio—swear to their testimonies before lawyer Julita Calderon as they file. 
criminal charges against the CIDG and the Isafp at the Ombudsman office in 


Quezon City. 


notheard what the latter said. 

“I am just reacting to the [report] as 
published,” he said. 

Bangit said he was in Zamboanga the 
other day and was not able to watch the 
‘Senate hearing that was aired live by the 
ANC News Channel. 

Asked whether he would file a case 
against the Inguirzr, he said that he had 
no such plan and that he only wanted to 
clarify the matter. 

"Tn fairness to the publisher, it was 
possible there was an interpretation 
somewhere in the information that came 
its way" Bangit said. 

He underscored the need to make a clari 
fication, saying it was the “honor” of the PSG 
that was at stake. He said members of the 
PSG had been “affected” by the report 

^1 always say in public that the PSG has 
remained and will remain professional, and 
never will I tolerate such participation 
should such an incident occur" Bangit said. 


Notthe PSG 

Even Col. Tristan Kison, chief of the 
AFP Public Information Office, also de- 
nied that PSG members were involved in 
the warrantless arrests. 

“We have no report about the partici- 
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pation of the [PSG] in that arrest. The re- 
port that came to my office is that it 
[was] an operation conducted by the 
CIDG and the Isafp," Kison told reporters 
yesterday. 

"I don't have any idea about his (Bia- 
zon's) source, but as far as the AFP is con- 
cerned, the PSG [had] no participation 
in that arrest,” Kison said. 

It was the first time the military men- 
tioned the CIDG as part of the operation. 
Kison had initially denied that the five 
men werein military custody. 

Kison announced last week that eight 
members of the Isafp's MIG-15 were to 
undergo pretrial investigation prepara- 
tory to court-martial for “inflicting in- 
jury” on the five Estrada supporters. 

Yesterday, he said the military leader- 
ship was distancing itself from the Isafp 
agents involved in the torture. 


Robbed and detained 

“We condemn those acts,” said Kison, a 
former Isafp official. “We respect human 
rights and international humanitarian law, 
and with that as a premise, we will not re- 
sort to those actions. If at ай it happened, it 
was not sanctioned by the AFP leadership." 

In their complaint, the five Estrada 


supporters reiterated their earlier ac- 
counts of how they were seized by armed 
men in plain clothes from Eustaquio's 
house in Quezon City. 

‘They said they were robbed and held 
in an undisclosed place until May 24, 
when they were taken to the Department 
of Justice for inquest. 

Dionisio also recounted how he was 
tortured by his abductors. 

‘At the Wednesday Senate hearing, 
PNP-CIDG legal officer Virgilio Pablico 
identified two of the arresting officers as 
Pimentel and De Ramos, but said the 
Isafp did not provide the names ofits op- 
erativesin the arresting team. 

‘Asked yesterday for comment, PNP 
spokesperson Senior Supt. Samuel Pagdilao 
said: “The CIDG is prepared to answer the 
charges as it maintains that [its actions] 
were well within legal parameters.” 

Pagdilao also said the policemen in- 
cluded in the charge sheet would be 
made available for investigation, 

He added: “The CIDG will answer [the 
charges]. If it does not, the Ombudsman 
will use only the evidence [presented by 
the Estrada supporters in evaluating the 
сазе)” 


‘Desperate act’ 

Ina separate briefing, Michael Defen- 
sor, President Macapagal-Arroyo's chief 
of staff, accused the opposition of engag- 
ing in the “desperate act” of linking the 
PSG to the arrest and alleged torture of 
the Estrada supporters. 

He said the opposition was doing so 
without any evidence, and in order to 
link the President to the issue. 

Defensor called on the people to be 
patient and wait for the Isafp to disclose 
“some two weeks from now” the basis of 
its May 22 operation. 

He said he was "confident" that the 
Isafp report would lay the controversy to 
rest 

“Sana naman po ay malinawagan ang 
ating kasamahan sa Senado at alisin ang 
pulitika sa kasong ito (We hope our col- 
leagues in the Senate will be enlightened 
and will remove politics from this case)," 
Defensor said. 

He said he had been briefed on the 
matter, “and personally, 1 am convinced 
there is a bigger issue beyond the ar- 
rests." With reports from Dona Z. Pazz- 
ibugan and Luige A. del Puerto 


Explosive anger is a disease afflicting 16M Americans 


From page Al 
‘common than they realized, affecting up 
to 16million Americans. 

“People think its bad behavior and 
that you just need an attitude adjust- 
ment, but what they don't know ..... is 
that there's a biology and cognitive sci 
ence to this,” said Dr. Emil Coccaro, chair 
of psychiatry at the University of Chica- 
go's medical school. 

Road rage, temper outbursts that in- 
volve throwing or breaking objects and 
even spousal abuse can sometimes be at- 
tributed to the disorder, although not ev- 
eryone who does those things is afflict- 
ed. 

By definition, intermittent explosive dis- 
order involves multiple outbursts that are 
way out of proportion to the situation. 
These angry outbursts often include 
threats or aggressive actions and property 
damage. 

‘The disorder typically first appears in 
adolescence; in the study, the average 
age of onset was 14. 

he study was based on a national 
face-to-face survey of 9,282 American adults 


who answered diagnostic questionnaires in 
2001-03. It was funded by the National Insti 
tute of Mental Health, 


16 M afflicted 

About 5 percent to 7 percent of the na- 
tionally representative sample had had 
the disorder, which would equal up to 16 
million Americans. That is higher than 
better-known mental illnesses, such as 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder, Coc- 
caro said. 

The average number of lifetime attacks 
per person was 43, resulting in $1,359 in 
property damage per person. About 4 per- 
cent had suffered recent attacks. 

‘The findings were released on Monday 
in the June issue of the Archives of General 
Psychiatry. 

The findings show the little-studied 
disorder is much more common than 
previously thought, according to lead au- 
thor Ronald Kessler, a health care policy 
professor at Harvard Medical School. 

“Tr is news to a lot of people even those 
who are specialists in mental health ser- 
vices that such a large proportion of the 


population has these clinically significant 
anger attacks,” Kessler said, 


Misunderstanding 

For a couple of decades, intermittent 
explosive disorder (IED) has been in- 
cluded in the manual that psychiatrists 
use to diagnose mental illness, although 
with slightly different names and crite- 
па. 

That has contributed to misunder- 
standing and underappreciation of the 
disorder, said Coccaro, a study coauthor. 

Cocearo said the disorder involved in- 
adequate production or functioning of 
serotonin, amood-regulating and behav- 
ior-inhibiting brain chemical 

‘Treatment with antidepressants, in- 
luding those that target serotonin re- 
ceptors in the brain, is often helpful, 
along with bebavior therapy akin to 
anger management, according to Coc- 
caro. 

Most sufferers in the study had other 
emotional disorders or drug or alcohol 
problems and had gotten treatment for 
them, but only 28 percent had ever re- 


ceived treatment for anger. 

“This is a well-designed, large-scale, 
face-to-face study with interesting and 
useful results,” said Dr. David Fassler, a 
psychiatry professor at the University of 
Vermont. 


‘Traced to childhood 

“The findings also confirm that for most 
people, the difficulties associated with the 
disorder begin during childhood or adoles- 
cence, and they often have a profound and 
‘ongoing impact on the person's life," Fassler 
said, 


Jennifer Hartstein, a psychologist at 
Montefiore Medical Center in New York, 
said she had just diagnosed the disorder 
ina 16-year-old boy. 

“In most situations, he is relatively affa- 
ble, calm and very responsible,” Hartstein 
said. But in stressful situations at home, he 
“explodes and tears apart his room, throws 
things at other people” to the point that his 
parents have called the police. 

According to Hartstein, the study is 
important because many people are not 
aware of the disorder. AP 
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Ombudsman : 


starts daily ...2 
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approved on April 15, 2003, by Comelec 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Jr, and Commis- 
sioners Luzviminda Tancangco (now re- 
tired), Rufino Javier (ret.), Ressureccion 
Borra, Ralph Lantion (ret.), Mehol Sadain 
(ret.) and Florentino Tuason Jr. 

While it conducts a preliminary inves- 
tigation, the Office of the Ombudsman 
asked the tribunal to reconsider the reso- 
lution directing it to resolve the case by 
the end of the month, 

“(W)ith the high court directive, what 
will prevent lower courts from directing 
us?" Gutierrez said, adding that the high 
courts decision has no precedent since the 
antigraft body was established in 1989. 


Independent body 

She also cited numerous Supreme Court 
decisions affirming the independence of the 
Office of the Ombudsman “from outside 
pressure and improper influence.” 

“Apparently then, any act which would 
tend to undermine the independence of the 
Office of the Ombudsman would defeat the 
very purpose of its creation as a constitution- 
ally independent body from interference by 
the legislative, executive and judiciary” she 
said in the motion for reconsideration she 
submitted to the Supreme Court in March. 

‘Gutierrez said her office, as a constitution- 
al body, could not be compelled either to 
Tender reports on the status, eventual out- 
come and completion of its investigation of 
the Comelec-Mega Pacific consortium con- 


“Аз a tacit judicial recognition of the Om- 
budsman's independence, the decision dat- 
ed Jan. 13, 2004 in fact contained no ‘direc- 
tive for the Ombudsman to render such re- 
ports,” she added. 


No action by Marcelo 

On Thursday, she nevertheless said 
that her office was investigating the 
Mega-Pacific deal because “the Ombuds- 
man acts on its own... not because of the 
Supreme Court directive.” 

“We are continuing with the investigation 
because there was no action done by my pre- 
decessor,” she said during a dinner Thursday 
‘with INQUIRER editors and reporters. 

She lamented that the case had not 
progressed for two-and-a-half years un- 
der her predecessor, Simeon Marcelo. 

“We are rushing it. We meet every day to 
discuss it,” she said, adding that she had 
placed the case under her personal control 
and supervision. 

She said the Supreme Court resolution 
should only be a reminder. "But to direct 
us, it’s another matter ... with or without 
it, welll do it,” Gutierrez said of her re- 
solve to pursue in earnest the resolution 
of the Mega-Pacific case. 


First Gentleman’s influence? 

She denied having been influenced by 
the Palace or First Gentleman Jose Miguel 
Arroyo, who reportedly worked for her ap- 
pointment, in resolving cases pending in 
the antigraft office. 

“lf there are anomalous contracts and 
they are involved, then we'll go after them," 
Gutierrez said, referring to the alleged ir- 
regularities committed by the First Gentle- 
тап and the lawyers of the Villaraza law of- 
fice, the legal firm of the First Couple. 

Asked whether the President's husband, 
who was her classmate at the Ateneo Law 
School, had tried to influence her decision 
in cases, she said: “He cannot influence my 
decision ... there was no instance that he 
had followed up cases with me." 

On the perception that her closeness 
to the First Couple had affected her per- 
formance, Gutierrez snapped: “I don't 
care, I know can do the job." 


Susan not going to rites for FPJ's Nat'l Artist award 


From pago Al 
as a National Artist awardee even if no 
one from his family accepted the award, 
а gold medallion. 

Poe's widow, movie actress Susan Ro- 
ces, senta letter yesterday to the National 
Commission on Culture and the Arts (NC- 
CA) and the Cultural Center of the Philip- 
pines (CCP) saying the family had decided 
not to send anybody to today's rites, ac- 
cording to CCP president Nestor Jardin. 

Later, officials were also informed that 
the Poe family would not attend the two 
events at the CCP tonight—an exhibit 
and a tribute to Poe called “Parangal sa 
Pambansang Alagad ng Sine.” 


Just for public display’ 

“The Poe family does not wish to dimin- 
ish the value of this award by accepting it 
from Mrs. Arroyo. I cannot in all conscience 
go through the motions of the awarding 
‘ceremonies, just for public display" Poe's 
widow said in the letter to Jardin. 

“The Gawad Pambansang Alagad ng 
Sining is too important and prestigious to 
be trivialized and I feel that I would be dò- 
ing my husband and those who believe in 
him a grave dishonor,” Roces also said. 

While Poe's name would be men- 
tioned as among the seven National 
Artist awardees, Jardin said the ceremo- 
ny would "do away with reading the cita- 
tion” for his award. 

Aside from Poe, the other awardees 
are Bienvenido L. Lumbera (Literature), 


^ 


" 


Ramon A. Obusan (Dance), Ramon 
Valera (Fashion/posthumous), Benedic- 
to R. Cabrera (Painting), Ildefonso Р 
Santos Jr. (Architecture) and Abdulmari 
Asia Imao (Sculpture). 

President Arroyo will confer the 
awards, 

Jardin and Cecile Guidote-Alvarez, 
presidential adviser on culture, said it 
was unfortunate that the Poe controver- 
sy had overshadowed the fact that the 
award would also be given to six other 
persons, each deserving of recognition in 
their respective fields. 

Alvarez said Obusan would speak for 
the group in today's conferment rites. 

“I think she (President Arroyo) is sad 
because this had been tainted with poli- 
tics," Presidential Chief of Staff Mike De- 
fensor told reporters at a news briefing. 

“She will not withdraw the award,” De- 
fensor said. “She knows that Fernando Poe 
deserves the award; she recognizes the 
contribution of FPJ to the film industry" 

A day after the Palace announced that 
Poe was among the seven awardees, Roces 
informed the NCCA and CCP that her fam- 
ily would not be attending the Palace cere- 
mony. 

But she said she had asked noted film 
director and National Artist awardee Ed- 
die Romero, a close family friend, to ac- 
cept the award from the President in be- 
half of the family. But the Palace insisted 
that the recipient should be a relative of 
the awardee. 


So what will happen to the award to 
FPI 

Defensor said the award could be giv- 
ento the family “at another time or atan- 
other occasion." 

He said in the past, those awardees who 
could not make it to the conferment rites in 
the Palace, ended up getting the award in 
another ceremony organized by the CCE 

Or the award could be left to the NCCA 
and CCP for “safekeeping,” according to 
Defensor 

‘A close friend of Roces, Marichu Vera 
Perez, said she understood why the for- 
mer movie queen would not want to ac- 
cept the award from President Arroyo, 
whom the late Poe had accused of cheat- 
ing him in the May 2004 elections. 

“You know Mrs. Arroyo, she will do any- 
thing to have a photo with Susan to show 
tothe world that allis well between them," 
Vera Perez told the Inquinen. 

Movie director Boots Plata and movie ac- 
tor Rez Cortez, both friends of the Poe fami- 
ly supported the decision of Ms Roces. 

"There is so much focus on whether 
she would attend or not when in fact 
there are also other awardees,” Plara 
told the Inqumen. 


Peers, not GMA, voted for FP] 
But one of the jurors who voted for Poe as 
the awardee for film, independent flmmak- 
er Kidlat Tahimik, said artists and Poe's peers 
alone were responsible for making the late 
actor this years National Arist for Film, and 


not Ms Arroyo, Poe's political rival. 

“Tm not asking Susan Roces to come 
up personally on stage and receive the 
award. I would even understand the dif- 
ficulty ... because the presidential cam- 
paign took its toll (on Poe's family] 
Emotions yan (Thats an emotional re- 
sponse),” he told the Ingumen. 

“I am just [advising her to] enjoy the 
award, be proud and don't let cheap talk 
take away the dignity and honor bestowed 
[upon Poe, whose career as actor, producer 
and director spanned decades] " 

By “cheap talk,” Tahimik was referring to 
an accusation hurled in April, and again in 
May by opposition leaders who claimed that. 
Malacahang orchestrated the selection of 
Poe as a national artist to win the support of 
Roces and his friends. 

The charges were ignited when the 
Palace announced Poe's award in a state- 
ment released during Ms Arroyo's Holy 
Week break. Hours later, officials retract- 
ed their own press release. 

"The officials finally released the list on 
May 24, still bearing Poe's name. 

But Palace officials further fueled the 
controversy by asserting that the rules 
required that an immediate family re- 
ceive the award for Poe. 


15th degree of consanguinity 

“1 can sincerely say J sensed no exter- 
nal influence on our proceedings. | had 
received no arm-twisting calls about the 
matter—although it is well known in- 


tense lobbying for these prestigious 
awards happens,” Tahimik said, 

He said Roces could "get someone 
within the 15th degree of consanguinity” 
to accept Poe's award from Ms Arroyo, if 
the government insisted on this rule. 

“Tahimik said he was drafting a letter to 
Roces. Part of the letter reads: “It is impor- 
tant for me that you feel good by under- 
standing the selection process free of politics. 
We artists are proud to have honored your 
husband. We hope you can share that pride 
and the honor of Poe's becoming a national 
ais. Please don't let the ‘bolero’ politicians 
steal the thunder from the artists.. 

“What an insult to our commiteel... 
Please allow this independent filmmaker to 
‘comment on the selection process. Its up to 
you how the credibility of this humble artist 
compares with the rhetoric of that mob of 
hysterical trapos,” he wrote Roces, 

“Tahimik spenta career producing extreme- 
Jy low-budget yet imematonally awarded 
films that reject “a Hollywood formula" com- 
mon to mainstream Filipino cinema. 

Heisan advocate of today's wave of dig- 
ital filmmakers because it “freed” Philip- 
pine cinema's "sariling duwende (personal 
imp) or {the filmmakers’) innate creative 
spirit that is originally Pinoy, which is пос 
tied down to the Mother Lily (Regal Film's, 
matriarch Lily Monteverde) formula.” 

“Tahimik said this was the first time he 
joined a juror's group to nominate a Na- 
tional Artist, so his insights were "fresh. 
and apolitical.” 
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US air strike kills Iraq's 
most wanted terrorist 


From page Al 


‘on Wednesday evening in a re- 
mote area in the volatile province 
of Diyala, 50 km northeast of 
Baghdad ‘and just east of the 
provincial capital of Baqouba, 

Loud applause broke out as 
al-Maliki, flanked by US Ambas- 
sador Zalmay Khalilzad and Gen. 
George Casey, the top US com- 
mander in Iraq, told reporters ata 
news conference that “al-Zarqawi 
was eliminated.” 

‘The announcement came six 
days after the Jordan 
тог leader issued an audiotape on 
the Internet, railing against Shiites 
in Iraq and saying militias are rap- 
ing women and killing Sunnis and 
the community must fight back. 

Al-Maliki said there was a 
failed attempt to kill al-Zarqawi 
in the past 10 days before the suc- 
cessful air strike. He said the air 
strike was the result of intelli 
gence reports provided to Iraqi 
security forces by residents in the 
area and that US forees acted on 
the information. 

Casey said the hunt for al-Zar- 
gawi began in the area two weeks 
ago, and al-Zarqawi's body was 
identified by fingerprints and fa- 
cial recognition. 

Baqouba has in recent weeks 
seen a spike in sectarian violence, 
including the discovery of 17 sev- 
ered heads in fruit boxes, It was 
also near the site of a sectarian 
atrocity last week when masked 
gunmen killed 21 Shiites, includ- 
inga dozen students. 


“Those who disrupt the course 
oflife, like al-Zarqawi, will have a 
tragic end," al-Maliki said, 

"Whenever there is а new 
al-Zarqawi, we will kill him," the 
prime minister said, "This is a 
message for all those who em- 
brace violence, killing and de- 
struetion to stop and to (retreat) 
before it's too late, It is an open 
battle with all those who incite 
sectarianism.” 


Huge success 

Khalilzad added "the death of 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi is a huge 
success for Iraq and the interna- 
tional war on terror." He also 
gave a thumbs up and said it was 
а good day for America. 

In Washington, the White 
House said US President George 
W. Bush was “clearly pleased” 
with the killing. For their part, 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard described al-Zar- 
quwis death as a big boost to 
counterterrorism forces in Iraq. 


Brother's grief 

Even so, there was grief in Zar- 
qa, one of Jordan’s poor industri- 
al towns that al-Zarqawi called 
home and from which he derived 
his name. 

“We expected that he would be 
martyred,” Sayel al-Khalayleh, 
told The Associated Press in alow 
voice, signaling his grief over the 
death of his brother, whose real 
name is Ahmed Fadhil Nazzal 
al-Khalayleh. 


‘Nicole’ weeps as witness 
tells how GIs dumped her 


From page Al 


proceedings” under the VFA 
meant proceedings started when 
the case was filed in court. 

He rejected the private prose- 
cutors claim that the judicial pro- 
ceedings began only on April 28, 
when the accused were ar- 
raigned. 


Unendurable 

Nicole, 22, who accused the 
four Americans of conspiring to 
rape her in a moving van at the 
Subic Bay Freeport found 
Khonghun's narration of her or- 
deal simply too hard to endure. 

The Sl-yearold Olongapo- 
based contractor was among 
those who saw Nicole being un- 
loaded by Americans from a 
Starex van at around 11:30 p.m. 
оп Nov. 1, 2005, at the Alava Pier. 

He was the first person on 
record to speak to Nicole minutes 
after the alleged rape, and was 
the first to testify to her first state- 
ments after the Americans al- 
Jegedly left her at the pier. 

“The taller American was hold- 
ing her legs, while the shorter 
‘American was holding the upper 
part of the body, particularly the 
апп... Then they put her down 
on the pavement,” Khonghun 
said, testifying in fluent English. 

He later identified the taller 
one as Silkwood and the shorter 
one as Smith, the soldier who 
said he had consensual sex with 
Nicole. 


Liberty’s end 

This was part of Khonghun's 
account of what transpired on the 
night of Nov. 1: 

Khonghun and seven others 

were at the seawall of the Alava. 
Pier to watch American service- 
men board the USS Essex at the 
end of “liberty” a furlough grant- 
„ей to US soldiers who had en- 
‘gaged in the RP-US war games 
“Talon Vision.” 
, The businessman had driven 
his company in a van to the pier 
after dining at Pier 1, a restaurant 
roughly a kilometer away from 
Меге the ship was docked, He 
'parked his van at a lot beside the 
Subic Telecom office, a short 
walk from the seawall. 

Khonghun and his group were 
'standing at the seawall, about 15 
to 10 meters away from the park- 
ing lot, when they sawa dark-col- 
ored Starex van stop behind his 
van. 

He saw an African-American, 
whom he later identified as Du- 
plantis, walk out of the van a bit 
‘wobbly. The man walked to the 
curb and sat there. 

Another man, later identified 
as Silkwood, alighted next. 

Said Khonghun: "А bottle of 
beer was in his hand. He then 


emptied [the bottle and] and 
threw [it] on the pavement, He 
then returned to the van and I 
saw him holding both legs of a 
person. 

“The other end [of the woman] 
was supported by another Cau- 
casian,” later identified as Smith. 


Feet first 

Asked to demonstrate, the wit- 
ness said Smith carried the wom- 
an under her armpits, while Silk- 
wood held her behind her legs 
near her ankles. 

With her pants pulled down 
below her knees, the woman was 
carried out of the van feet first. 

Nicole had barely recovered 
from her initial weeping when 
Khonghun was asked to identify 
the woman he saw being unload- 
ed from the van. 

The complainant mustered her 
strength to rise and identify her- 
self, 

When asked what happened 
next, Khonghun said the van 
drove away as soon as the Ameri- 
cans had unloaded the woman. 

‘The servicemen then ran to- 
ward the ship, leaving the woman 
lying on the pavement, 

“Г saw her sitting around four 
feet away from the right side of 
the rear portion of [my] van, a lit- 
tle bit trying to reach her pants 
with both her hands,” said 
Khonghun. 


No mention of rape 

In grilling Khonghun, defense 
lawyers wondered why Nicole 
made no mention of rape in en- 
countering apparently the first 
person to find her after she had 
been dumped by her alleged 
abusers. 

"She did not say that,” the wit- 
ness said in replying to Silkwood 
counsel Jose Justiniano, who had 
asked if he recalled Nicole saying 
anything then about a rape. 

Another series of questions 
posed by Smith counsel Benjamin 
Formoso also made Khonghun 
declare that "she was not com- 
plaining" when he saw her. 

Carpentier lawyer Francisco 

igo led an amack on 


tive for testifying, asking him why 
he made a sworn statement on 
what he supposedly saw “six and 
ahalf months” after the incident. 

"Because nobody had asked 
me [until chen]," the business- 
man said. 

Khonghun was the fourth wit- 
ness to be presented by the prose- 
cution. 

Tony Ramos, an agent of the 
US Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service, appeared in court yester- 
day to tell the court he could not 
testify on grounds of diplomatic 
immunity. Withareport from 
Volt Contreras 


^ 
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“We hope that he will join oth- 


er martyrs in heaven,” he added. 


Close to capture 

In the past year, al-Zarqawi 
moved his campaign beyond 
Iraq's borders, claiming to have 
carried out a Nov. 9, 2005 triple 
suicide bombing against hotels in 
‘Amman that killed 60 people, as 
well as other attacks in Jordan 
and even a rocket attack from 
Lebanon into northern Israel, 

US forces and their allies had 
come close to capturing al-Zarqawi 
several times. His closest brush 
may have come in late 2004. 

Maj, Gen. Hussein Kamal, an 
Iraqi deputy interior minister, 
said security forces caught al-Zar- 
qawi near the insurgent 
stronghold of Fallujah but then 
released him because they didnt 
realize who he was. 


MAJOR attacks, kllings olalmed by Jordanian ter- 
Tor suspect Abu Musab al-Zarqawi and his follow- 
ers: 

Dec. 27, 2005: Firing of a volley of rockets from 
southern Lebanon into Israel, 

Nov. 9, 2008: Triple suicide bombing against ho- 
tels In Amman, Jordan, that killed 60 peopl 

‘Aug. 19, 2005: Rocket attack n the Jordanian. 
port ity of Aqaba that kiled a Jordanian solar. In 
the attack, three Katyusha rockets were fired, Includ- 
ing one that landed in neighboring tsrael—causing 
по casualties—and another that missed a US Navy 
ship docked п Адаба port 

May 7, 2008: Two explosives-laden oars plow 
Into an American security company convoy In 
Baghdad, killing at least 22 people—including two 
Americans. 

Fob. 28, 2005: A sulclde car bomber strikes a 
crowd of police and Iraq! National Guard recruits In 
the southern olty of Hilah, kiling 125 people. 

June 22, 2004: Klónappers behead South Kore- 
an hostage Kim Sun-l; Al-Jazeera television says 
the Killing was carrled out by ai-Zarqawi's group. 

Dec. 19, 2004: Car bombs tear through a funer- 
al procession in Najaf and the main bus station in 
nearby Karbala, kiling atleast 60 people in the Shi- 
tte Muslim holy cities. 


IN THE KNOW | 


Some terrorist attacks claimed by al-Zarqawi 


Oct. 30, 2004: The body of hostage Shosel Ko- 
da, 24, of Japan, is found dacapltated In Baghdad, 
his body wrapped in an American flag. 

‘Sept. 16, 2004: British engineer Kenneth Bigley, 
and US engineers Jack Hensley and Eugene "Jack" 
Armstrong are kidnapped In Baghdad. By Oct. 10, 
2004, fro man hav been соті behead 
ed, 

Sept. 14, 2004: Acar bomb rips through a busy 
market near a Baghdad police headquarters where. 
Iraqis ara walting to apply for Jobs, kiling 47. 

‘Aug. 2, 1004: A video from followers of al-Zar- 
чам! shows shooting death of hostage Murat Yuce 
of Turk 

May 11, 2004: Kidnapped American business- 
man Nicholas Berg is beheaded while being video- 
taped, and the volee of the knife-wielder s Identl- 
fied as al-Zarqawi’, 

‘Aug. 19, 2003: A truck bombing of UN head- 
quarters In Baghdad kills 23, Including top UN en- 
voy Sergio Мега de Mello. 

‘Aug. 29, 2003: A car bomb In Najaf kills more 
than 85 people, Including Ayatollah Mohammad 
Bage al-Hakim, leader of the Supreme Council of 
the Islamic Revolution in Iraq. 

‘Oct, 28, 2002: Laurence Foley, а diplomat and ad- 
ministrator of US aid programs in Jordan, is kiled. AP. 


It's back to 2005 budget as talks collapse 


From page Al 


Ms Arroyo has ruled out a spe- 
cial session during the break and 
is likely to reenact last year's bud- 
get of P907.56 billion. 

While the government insists 
the 2006 budget must be passed 
without cuts to benefit the poor 
by spurring development, rolling 
over the 2005 budget would give 
Ms Arroyo more leeway over 
spending because of projects 
completed last year. 

Asked if Malacafiang was dis- 
appointed with a budget lower 
than the proposed outlay for this 
year, Defensor merely shrugged: 
“What can we do?” 


Smaller budget 

He said the government could 
realign last year's budget to some 
of the key items that it wants to 
bankroll under the 2006 budget. 

"IPs a smaller budget but 1 
think we can make do with what 
we have,” he said ata briefing. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
was also unconcerned about hav- 
ing a reenacted budget except for 
the limitations on the govern- 
ments ability to spend for social 
services, 

"We'll just have to stay within 
the limits of the previous year's 
budget," Bunye said in a separate 
briefing. 

This includes the funds neces- 
sary to prepare for the 2007 elec- 
tions, contrary to a warning by 
Commission on Elections Chair 
Benjamin Abalos that there 
would be no elections next year 
because of Congress’ failure to 
approve the 2006 budget. (See 
related story on Page A2.) 

Outgoing Senate President 
Franklin Drilon and his successor, 


Adult Aetas 


FrompageA! 


haven for adults in the afternoon. 
The walls are adomed with bright 
drawings of animals and plants. 

Modules on environmental 
conservation, livelihood, health, 
responsible parenthood and com- 
munity life are discussed with 
parateachers assisting each class 
of readers and nonreaders. From 
these modules, the adults learn to 
read, write their names and do 
simple math. 

“The learning of adult learners 
is heightened if they are able to 
relate to the topic of discussion, 
or if they find it relevant to their 
daily lives,” said Jose Cruz III, di- 
rector of UST's Office for Com- 
munity Development, 


“Too much technology’ 

‘The distance education project 
began in 1999 from a doctoral 
dissertation by UST's Evelyn 
Songco, also the program's first 
on-air teacher, From an initial 
class of 15 learners in Malasa, the 
number grew to 157 in five sitios, 

When the INQuinzn interviewed 
Songco and Guya in 2001, the 
project then had two learning 
centers in Malasa and Mabilog, 
more than a halthours hike 
away. Quintana now broadcasts 
to three тоге communi- 
ties— Sitios San Martin, Sta, Rosa 
and Haduan, all in Bamban. 

‘A concrete structure has re- 
placed the GI sheets and sawali 
Walls that used to serve as 
Malasa's learning center. Similar 
structures have been erected in 
the other sitios. 

Each sitio has a radio set run- 


A 


Sen. Manuel "Manny" Villar Jr, 
blamed Malacafiang for the bud- 
get impasse that ended unre- 
solved after days of “backdoor ne- 
gotiations,” 


Restart bicam 

The Senate panel, however, 
would be taking steps to restart 
the stalled bicameral conference 
committee on the budget during 
the break. 

After seeing no sign of a break 
through in the bicameral talks, 
the senators decided to adjourn 
their session yesterday, a day ear- 
lier than the original schedule. 

"The panel tried its best to fin- 
ish the budget, but to no avail. So 
we agreed to adjourn the session 
today. We ended it today because 
even if we ended it tomorrow, 
there is still no bicam report," 
Drilon said at a joint briefing with 
Villar. 

Earlier in the day, the outgoing 
Senate president said Mala- 
cafiang, not the senators as 
claimed by congressmen, should 
be blamed for the stalemate. 

“The hardline stance was taken 
by the President when she said 
that unless you restore every- 
thing I will veto it,” Drilon said. 

Villar, chair ofthe Senate panel 
who initiated a series of back- 
door negotiations with his House 
counterpart Salceda after the 
talks bogged down Monday 
night, confirmed this. 

To break the impasse, the sena- 
tors proposed to realign the P26 
billion slashed from the budgets 
programmed funds for education 
and health services, but the rep- 
resentatives stuck to the Palace 
line that all the cuts be restored, 
he said. 

"We were agregable to realign- 


said. 


never resumed. 


the 


As the 


surance Corp. 


ing the cuts, say for education, 
but we couldnt do anything 
when Malacafang declared it 
would veto all the cuts," Villar 


Teammates: House, Palace 
“You must remember that the 
House and Malacafiang are team- 
mates. Of course, Malacafiang's 
hardline stance was crucial to our 
failure to pass the budget. In 
short, it threw a monkey wrench 
into the process,” he said. 
Senators and congressmen met 
for their second bicameral confer- 
ence on Monday night, but abruptly 
adjourned after a heated discussion 
on the cuts made by the Senate. It 


‘The House approved a P1.040- 
trillion budget in early April, but 
pushed for the adoption of the 
Malacafiang-proposed budget at 
the bicameral conference, 

After days of plenary debates 
the Senate passed a leaner 
P1.027-trillion outlay оп Thurs- 
day last week after slicing P26 bil 
lion in lump-sum appropriations 
from the programmed funds of 
Malacafiang-proposed. 
P1.053-trllion budget. 


Supplemental budget 
Teenaced budget 
loomed large, Villar said he 
would discuss with his House 
counterpart the possibility of 
crafting a supplemental budget 
for education and health services, 
including a subsidy for indigents 
under the Philippine Health In- 


“I think some 7 million new 
members have to pay their premi- 
‘ums, So we will study the effects 
ofa reenacted budget,” he sai 
Both chambers allocated P2.9 


billion for members of Phil- 
Health. 

Like the senators, Salceda ex- 
pressed the hope that the long 
session break—from June 10 to 
July 23—could provide ample 
time for exploratory talks to 
break the impasse. 

“There is a small chance we 
can squeak it in after the Presi- 
dent’ State of the Nation Address 
(Sona) on July 24 and before the 
2007 General Appropriations Act 
is submitted one month after.” 

“IF not, piecemeal supplemen- 
tal budgets could serve as confi- 
dence-building exercises while 
restoring funding for PhilHealth 
asa start,” he said. 


Budget for 2008 

Salceda said enacting the 2006 
budget was improbable because 
the President was mandated to 
submit to Congress her proposed. 
national budget for 2008 a month 
after the Sona. 

He did not hide his displeasafe 
over the failure of Congress to en- 
act its “most important piece of 
legislation” for the year. 

“With an unprecedented P129 
billion in (proposed) new spend- 
ing, 2006 represented the coun- 
уз best chance to make irre- 
versible” moves that could jump- 
start the moribund economy,” he 
said. 

"Ies the biggest missed oppor- 
tunity for poverty reduction in 
this decade. Instead, it would 
crystallize the contractionary im- 
pulse of recent tax measures. The 
poor are worse off without new 
social spending like P2.9 billion 
in health insurance affecting 36 
million people.” With reports 
from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and 
Reuters 


learn ABGs through 2-way radio 


ning on cat! зайбы, Whe a i 120- 
foot repeater station- located in: 
Malasa. The radio sets, including " 
the one in UST's radio room, are 
licensed by the National Telecom- 
munications Commission. 

“There were sentiments against 
introducing too much technology 
to the Aeta," Cruz said, adding 
that he himself һай second 
thoughts about the project. 

Other misgivings involved the 
viability of holding classes on-air. 

Seven years after the project 
was launched, Cruz insisted that 
the radio was not “too much tech- 
nology” for the learners, saying it 
helped them communicate with 
one another. 

“I usually use the radio to chat 
with my relatives from San Mar- 
tinand Mabilog before classes be- 
gin,” Sumawang sheepishly ad- 
mitted, radio in hand. 


Parateachers’ dedication 

With 10 classes and a new 
learning center in Haduan, Cruz 
emphasized that the projects suc- 
cess was due to the parateachers" 
dedication to duty, and not the 
on-air teacher's skills alone, 

“The parateacher is the key to 
the learning of the adult learn- 
ers,” he said. "The parateacher fa- 
cilitates, motivates and guides 
the students,” 

A parateacher need not be a 
professional teacher. In fact, 
Guya had only finished high 
school and a computer secretarial 
course before she was chosen by 
her community. 

“What is important is that you 
know how to relate and under- 
stand people,” she explained, 

f. 


fidence. 
Parateacher 


Guya, who is also a daycaté 
"teacher, said it was. harder:t9 
teach adults than her. young 
charges. But she and the othef, tbe righrjeepneyto town. 
parateachers were keen on.pofnt- 
ing out the learners’ progress, 
“They can now read and. write 
their own names even if m-not 
there to guide their hands,” Vergel 
Sanchez of Sia. Rosa said in Filipino. 
Plans are afoot to expand the 
program to Sitio Kalawakan in 
San Miguel, Bulacan, and to Ga- 
baldon town and Palayan City in 


Quintana said she and her col- 
leagues had received invitations 
for them to teach indigenous 
communities in Palawan, 


Self-confidence 

But more than teaching litera- 
су, simple arithmetic and livel 
hood projects, the UST program 
gives both kulot and unat learners 
the chance to boost their self-con- 


Literacy and survival 
Abby Abelardo, a UST feld sai 
worker, said the Aeta people's need 
for education was not degree-based 
‘but for them to learn enough to sur- 
vive. "The program is there to sup- 
plement their skills, given the lack 
of formal schooling,” she said. 
‘These adult learners may never 
get a college degree or climb the 


dotpórate lüdder. But since leam- 
‘ing Diş ABCs, Sumawang doesn't 
sneed to ask others if he's riding in 


fonce asked a man, ‘Is this 
‘jeep going to Dapdap or to Ca- 
pas?" He tricked me and made me 
Tide a jeep bound for San Fernan- 
do, Pampanga. 1 realized that I 
was lost when I got there, so I was 
forced to go back to Bamban,” 
Tirso related while clasping and 
unclasping his hands. 

“That is why I wanted to learn 
to read, Now I don’t get lost be- 
cause I can read and recognize 
the signboards on the jeepney.” 


“We'll not be fooled’ 
Abelardo noted that with the 
on-air classes, the Aeta people 
learned to affirm their rights. “If 
they sell a sack of sweet potato, 
some lowlanders would only give 
them half a kilo of rice and two 
cans of sardines. They were not 
of the value of their labor 


lina Sanchez's 
students used to be afraid to hold 
the radio, and would nudge each 
other whenever a question was 
raised, “Now they scramble to get 
to the radio first and can easily 
write whatever Ms Marielyn tells 
them to,” she said. 


Tirso used to accept whatever 
buyers offered him for his vegeta- 
bles. “But they don't do that now. 
‘They know we will not be fooled 
again, They sometimes pay us in 
cash now. We now understand,” 
he proudly said. 

‘When asked how long the pro- 
gram will continue, Quintana 
it would be implemented as 
Jong as there were illiterate Aeta 
adults wanting to be educated. 

Sumawang wants the program 
to stay in Malasa a little longer. "I 
always pray that they will not stop 
teaching us. Now people can't say 
that just because we are kulot, we 
donot know how to write.” 
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More ivory being smuggled into RP 


By Blanche 5. 
Rivera. 


ighing 
around 30 kg, the to- 
tal Philippine appre- 
THE IVORY TUSKS hensions meant that 
seized last yearinthe at least 225 ele- 
Philippines account phants were killed 
for the biggest ship- for their tusks, DENR. 
ment of smuggled regional technical di- 
elephant tusks being rector Perfecta Hino- 
investigated by the Josa said yesterday. 
Lusaka Agreement | "The Philippines 
‘Task Force (LATF), an so far has the biggest 
international team confiscation being in- 
monitoring the ille- vestigated now by 
gal trade of African Lusaka (Task Foree),” 
wildlife all over the Hinojosa said in an 
world, interview at the na- 
Тһе Department of tional forum оп 
Environment and coastal resource 
Natural Resources management at the 
said the total 6,758 Hotel Philippine 
kilograms of tusks Plaza yesterday. 
seized at the Ninoy She said data from 
Aquino International the LATF showed that 
Airport in September . the major confiscations 
and the South Har- of elephant tusks were 
bor in November last 65 tons in Singapore 
year were 200 kg in 2002and3.3 tonsin 
more than the 6,500 Shanghai, China in 
kg confiscated in Sin- 2009. 
gapore in 2002. Of the 6,758 kg 
With a pair of seized last year, how- 


ever, 6,000 kg are 
now missing due to 
an alleged lapse on 
the part of the Bu- 
reau of Customs, 
which had insisted 
on keeping the tusks 
despite DENR's re- 
peated requests to 
turn these over to the 
Protected Areas and 
Wildlife Bureau. 

On Tuesday, Cus- 
toms and environment 
agents raided a reli- 
gious store in Sta. Cruz, 
Manila, which the BOC 
identified as the desti- 
nation of the tusks lost 
under фе govem- 
ments custody. 

The authorities 
confiscated 94 im- 
ages made from 
ivory, 35 tusks and 81 
kilos of scrap from 
the molded tusks at 
the Our Lady of Man- 
aoag religious store. 
They also seized a 
still undetermined 
number of tusks from 
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the shop owners 
house in Parafiaque, 
but these may not ac- 
count for the total 
6,000 kg missing. 
"Ms an intema- 
tional embarrass- 
ment,” an environ- 
ment official, who 
asked not to be 
named, said of the 
missing tusks. 
Environment Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes said 
the seizure and disap- 
pearance of elephant 
tusks has been the sub- 
јет of intemational at- 
tention, parti 
from the secretariat of 
the Convention on In- 
temational Trade in 
Endangered Species of 
Wid Fiora and Fauna 


Reyes reminded 
the BOC in a letter 
that as a signatory to 
the CITES, the Philip- 
pines is duty bound 
to assist other mem- 
ber countries in en- 
forcing CITES regula- 
tions, including those 
banning the trade of 
elephant tusks. 
Elephant tusks are 
a part of wildlife and 
elephants are listed 
under Appendices I 
and П of CITES, an 
international agree- 
ment regulating the 
international trade of 
wild flora and fauna. 
LATF agents from 
Africa arrived in 
Manila Sunday to as- 
sist the Philippine 
government in inves- 
tigating how such a 
huge shipment of 


African. elephant 
tusks found their way 
to the country. 

The LATF is an 
African intergovern- 
mental law enforce- 
ment organization 
based in Nairobi, 
Kenya, which facili- 
tates cooperative en- 
forcement operations 
among African coun- 
tries to eliminate ille- 
gal wildlife trade. 
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The illegal trade in 
widlife i the third 
biggest ilegal trade 
problem in the world 
following drugs and 
‘weapons, Hinojosa said. 

"The Philippines s be- 
ing monitored as a pos- 
sible new transshipment 
point of smuggled ivory 
tusks after authorities 
made apprehensions in 
Hong Kong and Viet- 
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Change is invariable, That's why in the world of electrical 
conduits we make sure that only one name says it all. 
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WRITES 
SMOOTHLY, 
TO THE 
LAST DROP 
OF INK. 


In choosing pens, it need not be expensive 
to be effective. STANDARD PENS meet all 
your requirements. It's easy to write, 
practical and cost effective. STANDARD 
PENS write porfectly and smoothly until , 
the last drop of ink. Whether for school 
assignments or office work, it has to be 
STANDARD PENS. 
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MEMBERS of Greenpeace protest the pollution of the waters around Rapu-Rapu in Albay 
and reveal that its residents stand to make only Р2 а day in the seven years Lafayette will 
ig project on the island, at a press conference yesterday in Quezon 


be operating its mi 
City. 


Mining to give Rapu-Rapu 
folk P2/day - 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


EACH RAPU-RAPU RESIDENT STANDS TC 
gain only P2 per day for the seven-ycar dura. 
tion of the Lafayette Phil. m oject co 
trary to the Australian company's claim 
mining will enrich the island's 30,000 people 
according to a socioeconomic report commis. 
sioned by the Greenpeace environmen 
group. 

The study, titled “Fool's Gold,” showed that 
the economic benefit to be expected from th 
mining operations in the 5,000-ha island 
would amount to only P6,092 for each vil 
lager for seven years. 

"The financial benefit for Rapu-Rapu itse 
from Lafayette's operation was only P176. 
million representing the local government 
share of revenues, labor income and soc 
velopment fund. 

‘The study was conducted from April to M: 
by RiskAsia Consulting. 

“This is a losing proposition for the 
province,” Greenpeace campaigi 
Von Hernandez told a press confer 
terday. 

He said the national government and the 
Rapu-Rapu local government were selling ou 


Trial 


THE SANDIGAN- 
bayan has cleared the. 
way for the resump- 
tion of the trial of 
eight DPWH officials 
accused of graft and 
corruption „in the 
construction of а 
P169.7-million river 
dike in Pampanga 
that was allegedly 
faulty and broke un- 
der the onslaught of 
lahar triggered by 
relatively lightrain. 

In a nine page reso- 
ludon released Tues- 
day the court salt it 
had decided to throw 
‘out separate motions 
by the accused asking 
фи the charges 
against them be dis- 
missed for lack of evi- 
dence, 

“Based on the testi- 
monies and documents 
submitted, this court is 
satisfied that the prose- 
cation has shown that 
there exists a prima fa- 
сіе case against the ac- 
cused,” said the resolu- 
tion, written by Presid- 
ing Justice Teresita 
Leonardo-de Castro. 

The defendants in- 
clude Bienvenido Leu- 
terio, director of the 
Department of Public 
Works and Highways 
Bureau of Design; the 
assistant director, Gre- 
gorio Carlo; the hy- 
draulics division chief 
Sofia Santiago; project 
manager Pedro Terd- 
по; project evaluation 
officer Gilberto Reyes; 
design section chief 
Ramon Velasquez, and 
engineers Raymundo 
‘Adawag and Darius de 
Guzman. Nelson E Flo- 
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CATCH GARFIELD LIVE AT THE ROBINSONS MALLS! 
MEET AND GREET SCHEDULE: 
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Ombudsman orders firing of 3 GSIS official 
By Nelson F Flores a senior vice president; and Fer: mended the bond's issuance de- the Court of Appeals which ex- and three realestate propertiesin Ба registered under the name of 
mando U. Campana, a vice presi- spite the insufficient collateral pired last January, Gutierrezsaid. Quezon City and Bulacan, the his father, Marcial, a Honda СИМА 
OMBUDSMAN MERCEDITAS dent based at the GSIS office in posted by Ecobel,” Gutierrez She directed GSIS president NBI found he had purchased at worth P1.112M, a two«toroy: 
Gutierrez yesterday ordered the London. said. and general manager Winston least six cars, paying in cash for house in a subdivision in Mey" 
immediate dismissal of three se- Gutierrez said the case . Campanaonthe other hand is- Garcia to submit a compliance re- five of them, and allegedly con- cauayan, Bulacan; and three oth- 
nior officials of the Government stemmed from the irregular is- sued a certification vouching for portin five days. cealed other assets, including а er lots elsewhere in the province. 
Service Insurance System for suance on March 11, 1998 of a the bonds authenticity despite In a separate development, two story-house and 10 lots, шх The elder Pedrealba, according 
“grave misconduct” for unlawful- stretybond which made the GSIS knowing that the Ecobel had not Gutierrez said she placed an im- der the names of his father and to the Ombudsman could по 
ly issuing а surety bond that solidarily liable with the Ecobel paid its premiums, she added. migration officer at the Ninoy two sisters. have the resources to acquire th 
Bound the retirement fund to the Land Ine, in the repayment of Former Ombudsman Simeon V. Aquino international Airport un- Оп top of all these, Pedrealba property as he retired from gov 
repayment of a $9.31-million company's USS9,307,000 loan to Marcelo had earlier ordered their der six months of preventive sus- has managed to go on at least 12 ernment service more than we 
loan made by a private company. finance the construction of Eco- dismissal but the three officials, pension and filed astringofcrim- foreign trips over the last 10 years ago. La 
Gutierrez identified the offi- bel Tower Condominium. following rejection of their ap- inal charges, including graft and years—on а monthly salary of ' Registered under the name of 
cials as Alex М. Valencerina, a Records showed that Valence- peal for reconsideration, soughta corruption, against him for unex. P13,393, the Ombudsman said.  Pedrealba'ssister, Liza, who has a 
vice president; Amalio A. Mallari, tina and Mallari “strongly recom- temporary restraining orderfrom plained wealth. Land Transportation Office monthly income of P5,000, were 
Gutierrez said that records revealed that Pedrealba а lot and a two-story house along 
while Rodrigo "Rico" currently owns under his own with two other properties in Mey- 
C.Pedrealbahascon- name a Honda Civic worth ap- cauayan, and a 1998 Honda 
sistently declared in proximately P827,000: a Ford Civic. 
his statement of as- sport utility vehicle worth Another sister, Liberty, has five 
sets and liabilities P955,000, a Ford Lynx worth parcels of land under her name 
since 1996 that he P685,000: anda Yin motorcycle. despite the absence of any 
owned only one car It was also found that Pedreal recorded source ofincome, м 
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WE INSPIRE CONFIDENC to move 
EUROPES LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF POOL & SPA EQUIPMENT] 
WITH MORE THAN 30 YEARS 


= 

OF EXPERIENCE treasurers] 
: around 

A THE DEPARTMENT” 

of Finance has or- 

dered a nationwidey 

reshuffle of munici- 

Diatomaceous pal and city treasur- 


EMMO Canio Seat BA ers in a bid to curb 


corruption and shore, 

up revenue. collec 

tions both in the local, 

Ladder and national levels. 

Finance Secretary, 

Margarito Teves 

bared the move in a^ 

4): meeting with mems; 

i H bers of the Philippine. 
pp: 


КОР + | Association of Local,, 
NG > DECORATIVE & LIGHTING} Treasurers and Asses- 
na EQUIPMENT] sors (Phaltra) on 


Man Dain Wednesday. 


* Open a Deposit Account and get your ATM card in 20 minutes Underwater Light The DOF, through. 


+ Apply for an Auto or Housing Loan + Errol in Bills Payment the Bureau of Local 


Apply for a BPI Credit Card + Get an Express Cash Card while you wait 1 Government Finance, 
d a| (BLGE) has begun 
Ef sngxeusssaweec cue em af Ls pa 


-Uwi ugha Fountain | for the reshuffle, 
mie ana Pin Baan acn Coen EASTMAN INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY ING. | which is targeted foriq 
rt tena теа 4 ЖЕТ учев, Sa cuz More Tala 733 - 84711076. | implementation inj 
ŽST? Emrave St Paanan, Nama Tas 804-0786 ове | (ane fan months 
551 - 4851 to 52 Fax No. : B33 - 0388 етапа ше 
222 salesGeastnranind!.com. ofthe DOF with over: 
sight functions over 
fiscal concerns of lo- 
cal government units” 
dss). 1 
Quezon City trea- 
surer and Phaltray 
president Victor En." 
driga welcomed те, 
program. ү 
“This (reshuffle}* 
will be a healthy ex- 
ercise,” Teves said агу 
the meeting d 
The rationale bey, 
hind the reshuffle is ` 
to sustain the enthu-, 
siasm for improved 
tax collections, since’ 
people usually step,, 
up when given new 
assignments, — hé, 
said, т 
A reshuffle would, 
also help address the, 
tendency of the trea- 
surers to compromise 
with taxpayers they 
had become familiar 
with. , 
Local treasurerg, 
are the lead collec; 
tors of taxes from, 
boh businesses and, 
individuals. ы 
While what they; 
collect goes mainly to, 
the local оегы 
ments, treasurers al; 
so collect withhold- 
ing taxes from cer. 
tain companies fol, 
remittance to the Bus, 
reau of Internal Rev... 
enue, ki 
Under the pro; 
posed guidelines, а, 
treasurer of one city, 
or municipality may 
only be reassigned tQ, 
another local govern- 
1 ment unit within the, 
Designed and engineered in the legendary EVO racing tradition a Í same region. This 
ы to avoid the hassle ой | 
having to relocate,, 
treasurers and their, 
families to distant аг.» 
eas, 

À treasurer may al 
so only be reassigned)? 
to a city or тїшїїсї 
рау of the samen 
class as his former as? 
signment to avoid a» 
downgrade in salary, 
The salaries of trens. 

MITSUBISHI surers are paid by tho. 
MOTORS local governments, 
Michelle V Rema,. 
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Reckless imprudence 


|HE IMAGE OF THE WHEEL OF FATE IS PREVA- 
1 ent in our culture, as its accompanying warning: 
One who is riding high should be careful not to run 
over others, lest fate should decree that the victims get 
the upper hand some day. It is important for democratic 
societies to bear this warning in mind. Indeed, today's 
majority could be tomorrow's minority, and vice versa, 
which is why minority and individual 
EDITORIAL rights must also always be protected. 
The politics of a person is irrelevant 
when it comes to respecting his or her rights. Ruben Dion- 
isio was abducted and detained on, by all indications, po- 
litical grounds. When Dr. Antonio Rebosa, medico-legal 
consultant of the Chinese General Hospital and Medical 
Center, examined him, the findings were grim. Rebosa 
testified before the Senate that Dionisio had three frac- 
tured ribs, contusions and insect bites all over the body. 
The fractures and bruises pointed to brutality; the insect 
bites, to inhumane detention conditions. All these while 
Dionisio was in the hands of the military and police both 
of which, supported by ranking civilian officials, initially 
denied, only to admit later—although reluctantly—to 
Dionisio’s family and other concerned individuals, in- 
cluding the media, the whereabouts of Dionisio and his 
four companions. 

‘The military and police naturally defended themselves 
saying that they—and not those whom they abduct- 
ed—are the victims, having been subjected to irresponsi- 
ble allegations and unfair pressure. But it is the reaction 
of the officialdom to the allegations—the denial, then the 
grudging admission and the continued reluctance to co- 
operate (or testify) in the investigation into the truth be- 
hind the arrest and detention of the “Erap 5”--that has 
caused public concern and skepticism. Up to now, the au- 
thorities can point to neither hard evidence nor inspiring 
conduct that can persuade the public to set aside the alle- 
gations and perceptions of political persecution. 

Indeed, even as allies of the President pleaded igno- 
rance, and top level military brass snubbed Senate hear- 
ings on the novel and flimsy reasoning provided by their 
civilian boss, Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz Jr. (the 
Supreme Court’s verdict on EO 464 is inapplicable be- 
cause it is not yet final and executory, a kind ої, "»soning 
that, according to lawyers, flouts standard practice), 
events such as the abduction of Dionisio and his friends 
who are of the same political persuasion, take place. 

In the political and social scheme of things, Dionisio 
and his fellow abductees, Virgilio Eustaquio, chair of the 
pro-Estrada Union of the Masses for Democracy and Jus- 
tice, Dennis Ebona, Jim Cabauatan and PO3 Jose Cura- 
meng, are small fry. But monumental abuses begin with 
petty tyrannies. What is done to the least eventually hap- 
pensto those previously considered untouchable. The as- 
sassination of Ninoy Aquino was made possible by the un- 
noticed and unmourned abduction and murder of anony- 
mous students and activists even prior to martial law. The 
media at the time noticed—and protested—the use of au- 
tomatic weapons in crowd dispersals. Shut down when 
martial law was declared, the protesting media found 
themselves as yet another casualty in Ferdinand Marcos’ 
brutal bid for dictatorial powers. 

Dionisio is no hero, he is no Ninoy, some might say and 
they would be correct in saying so. It doesn’t matter 
whether or not he is: at stake are several principles funda- 
mental to a functioning democracy. The first is, whether 
the State deserves the virtually limitless power to abduct 
and maltreat its own citizenry, for whatever reason. The 
second, whether a cloud of disinformation should be tol- 
erated to obscure actions of so serious import—arrests, 
detentions, charges before the courts—such that they 
must be performed with the fullest transparency and with 
the most scrupulous regard for due process. The third is, 
whether the means to exact accountability and justice 
from the powerful should be thwarted, merely because 
those in power say so. And the fourth is, should any ad- 
ministration be permitted to act as if it will be in power 
for ever, and wield that power as if it were not answerable 
toany earthly institution? 

The defense and interior secretaries may be civilians, 
but they bear responsibility for what is taking place under 
their watch. They may glory in being the alter egos of the 
President of the Philippines, but they should be ashamed 
that the military and police they supervise are behaving 
in such an insolently undemocratic manner. 
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GOOD NEWS FOR PATIENTS WHO ARE 
slowly being killed by the high cost of 
medicines: A bill (HB 3830) that seeks to con- 
trol the prices of selected medicines is up for 
third reading by the House and is expected to 
be passed soon. The Senate has already com- 
mitted to enacting a similar bill. 

Price controls in an age of world trade liber- 
alization and free enterprise? In trade liberal- 
ization, it is expected that free competition 
among many companies will force prices down. 
This is good in theory but a failure in reality. 

There are more than 300 pharmaceutical 
firms—Filipino and multinational—in the 
Philippines. They either manufacture or import 
some 25,000 registered drugs. Yer the prices of 
medicines here are persistently the highest in 
the world. Some medicines are five times more 
expensive when sold in the Philippines than 
when they are sold in other Asian countries. As 
the explanatory not of HB 3830 puts it, “com- 
petition as we know i in the Philippine pharma- 
ceutical industry does not necessarily translate 
to cheaper products for the Filipinos.” 

As if that were not enough, our government 
seems helpless in stopping drugs overpricing. 
‘The multinationals are having a field day jack- 
ing up their medicine prices as much as they 
'want--in the absence of government interven- 
tion and control. 

The cartel of multinational companies in the 
pharmaceutical industry is bigger than usual. 
The products of the multinationals are manu- 
factured and distributed by only one or two 
manufacturers and retailed by only one giant 
pharmaceutical retail chain, which is itself so 
big it can dictate its prices and terms to the 
whole industry It has practically killed all the 
family owned boticas in the Philippines. The 
cartel controls 80 percent of the Philippine 
medicine market which has an annual sales of 
P100 billion 

‘The Philippine government has long been 
aware of the stranglehold of the multinationals 
оп Filipinos and has tried twice to loosen it. The 
first time through the Generics Law that man- 


“NASTY, BRUTISH AND SHORT” WITH 
these three famous adjectives and a few oth- 
ers, The Leviathan explained why man, wild 
and otherwise free, chose to live under a gov- 
ernment. 

Without governments, Thomas Hobbes 
said, we would live in a state of nature “where 
every man is enemy to every man...wherein 
men live without other security than their own 
strength... [in] continual fear and danger of vi- 
olent death; and the life of man, solitary, poor, 
nasty, brutish and short.” 

That, exactly, is still what is felt today by 
pedestrians when they cross Manila's roads, by 
the nation’s poor when they scrounge through 
garbage in our various Smokey Mountains 
and, I imagine, by death row convicts when 
they awake each morning—that is, until the 
other day when Congress finally outlawed cap- 
ital punishment and justly made their lives in 
the dungeons nasty, brutish and long. 

‘The 1987 Constitution had earlier banned 
all “cruel and unusual punishment” including 
the death penalty, but allowed Congress to re- 
store it “for compelling reasons involving 
heinous crimes.” In 1993, Congress, faced by a 
rash of kidnappings and murders—and play- 
ing oa gallery hungry for a hanging—restored 
the death penalty for acts deemed “odious” for 
their “inherent or manifest wickedness, vi- 
ciousness, atrocity and perversity.” 

Iwelcome the abolition of the death penalty 
and join my colleagues in the Center for 
Restorative Justice in Asia in rejoicing at this 
restoration of sanity in public debate, 

‘Many years back, US Supreme Court Justice 
Harry Blackmun presided over an Aspen Insti- 
tute on Humanistic Studies seminar that 1 at- 
tended with my wife. He would later write the 
classic death penalty dissent in Callins v. 
Collins: “From this day forward, 1 no longer 
shall tinker with the machinery of death ... 
Rather than continue to coddle the Courts 
delusion that the desired level of fairness has 
been achieved, [I simply] concede that the 
death penalty experiment has failed. [No] 
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dates doctors to write down the generic names 
of the medicines they are prescribing. In its sec- 
ond try, the government has embarked on a pro- 
gram that would allow the parallel importation 
Of expensive (locally) drugs by the Philippine 
International Trading Center (PITC). For this an 
annual budget of P500 million has been allot- 
ted. But what can P500 million do in a P100-bil- 
lion market? The PITC imports have hardly any 
effect on the market. In fact, most Filipinos are 
not even aware that they can buy cheaper 
medicines from Botica ng Bayan outlets. Inthe 
first place, they hardly see any Botica ng Bayan 
outlet at all. And when they go to one, the 
medicine they need is usually not available. 

Now comes this third attempt to control 
medicine prices: НВ 3830, the Drug Prices Reg- 
ulation Act of 2005, authored by Rep. Ferjenel 
Biron, a doctor and a local manufacturer of 
medicines (so he should know what he is talk- 
ing about), Rolex Suplico, Rodolfo Plaza and 
Janette Garin. 

The bill seeks to create a Drug Prices Regula- 
tion Board that would set the maximum prices 
ofall formulations indicated for the treatment of 
all chronic illnesses and life-threatening condi- 
tions; and for the prevention of diseases, for the 
prevention of pregnancy; as well asthe prices of 
anesthetic agents. The prices would be printed 
on the labels and packaging so the prices would 
be the same all over the Philippines. 

‘The multinationals are expected to mount a 
generous lobby against the bill, as they have 
done in the past against the Generics Law and 
now against the PITC. Although PITC's imports 
hardly make a dent in the volume of their sales 
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combination of procedural rules or substantive 
regulations ever can save [it]." Victor Hugo's 
"The Last Day of a Condemned" could very 
well have spoken of Blackmun: "How grand .. 

а council of Brahmins, advocating the cause o 

the Pariah!" 

Whenever I lectured against the death 
penalty, I noticed that Pinoy audiences were 
best convinced by pragmatic arguments, and 
rarely by esoteric philosophies. John Maynard 
Keynes once said (and here I paraphrase) that 
every shopkeeper is slave to the theories of 
some defunct economic theorist long 
dead—and we can say the same thing about 
politicians who will pocket but not read “The 
Wealth of Nations.” 

The most powerful pragmatic argument was 
that the death penalty has failed to deter 
crime. The true detergent is the reasonable cer- 
tainty of being caught and convicted. 1 am not 
sure if Congress looked at the numbers when it 
repealed the death penalty law, or if such reli- 
able data were available at all. But of this 1 am 
certain: if the goal was deterrence, we are bet- 
ter off with a CSI-capable NBI, a Richard Gold- 
stone or Louise Arbour as prosecutor, and a 
Harry Blackmun as judge. 

In Herman Melville's “Billy Budd," the ship 
captain called for the hanging of Billy, and re- 
minded his hand-picked but conscience- 
stricken jury of the perils of what today's exe- 
cuioners call "cruel and unusual leniency.” 
He said: "Gentlemen ... consider the conse- 
quences of such clemency. The people have 
native sense; most of them are familiar with 
Our naval usage and tradition; and how 
would they take ir? Even could you explain to 


and profit, the multinationals have mounted a 
clever propaganda campaign against the im- 
ports. It has the appearance of a campaign 
against fake medicines. А Coalition Against 
Counterfeit Medicines has been formed with 
the multinationals as the core group and cam- 
paign financiers; and for credibility, it includes, 
ironically, government agencies like the Bureau 
of Food and Drugs, the Department of Health, 
the Department of Trade, and unsuspecting 
print and broadcast media outlets. (At the Kapi- 
han sa Manila last June 5, we had as guests Rep- 
resentative Biron, Mr. Joe Cortez of the PITC 
and Rod Cornejo of the Coalition.) 

Who can quarrel with a campaign against 
“fake medicines”? But it so happens that the 
campaign is against “counterfeit” medicines, and 
in the Philippines, the impression is that "coun- 
тегей” and “fake” are one and the same. Wrong. 

As defined in Republic Act 8203 or the Spe- 
cial Law on Counterfeit Drugs (which I suspect 
was written under the influence of the multina- 
tionals), “counterfeit” includes genuine 
medicines with the same formulations as those 
manufactured here but which are imported. 
Thus, the cheaper medicines imported by the 
ITC from India and Pakistan—although manu- 
factured by the sister companies of the multina- 
tioal companies—which are exactly the same as 
those made here, fall under the definition of 
“counterfeit.” 

The propaganda of the Coalition, in fact, tar- 
gets the PITC imports. How do you detect “fake 
medicines”? Says the propaganda: Pagka kadu- 
da-duda and presyo (When the price is low), and 
Pagkaduda-duda ang pinanggalingan (When the 
source is doubtful, meaning when they are not 
manufactured here). Those who do not realize 
that those lines are intended principally against 
the PITC imports, which are cheaper and are 
imported, are stupid. The unkindest cut is that 
naive government agencies and media outlets 
are being used to make the propaganda against 
the PITC credible. The irony of it all is that the. 
PITC is another government agency whose job 
isto provide cheaper medicine imports. 


‘The quality of mercy’ 


them ... they, long molded by arbitrary disci 
pline, have not that kind of intelligent respon- 
siveness that might qualify them to compre- 
hend and discriminate.” 

"The gallows aim more at spectacle and ritu- 
al rather than justice, and that is why, as Victor 
Hugo noticed, the “scaffold is the only edifice 
which revolutions do not demolish.” 

The other compelling practical argument 

as that our justice system is flawed. First, it 
is anti-poor, and the death penalty is dispro- 
portionately bome by those who cannot af- 
ford able counsel. Indeed, the US Supreme 
Court, in the leading case Furman v. Georgia, 
struck down the death penalty as “cruel and 
unusual” if it was arbitrary, as when it was 
racially biased, or it offended society's sense 
of justice. 

Moreover, death is too final a verdict in an. 
imperfect of world where police and courts еп, 
and civilized legal systems have preferred to 
let the guilty live “because the constable blun- 
dered.” Justice Blackmun said: "The in- 
evitability of factual, legal and moral error 
gives us a system that we know must wrongly 
kill some defendants, a system that fails to de- 
liver the fair, consistent and reliable sentences 
of death required by the Constitution.” 

But the most compelling argument, in my 
experience, is refreshingly normative—that 
state-sanctioned murder demeans all of us 
who stand idly by and even applaud as a hu- 
man being is executed. Itis our dignity and hu- 
manity--not the pariah's alone—that is at 
stake each time a life is taken, Murders are 
committed by the mad and the evil. Executions 
are carried out with deliberate coolness 
through the collusion of entire societies, and 
with the apathy of those who lack the courage 
oftheir convictions. 

Shakespeare, of course, said it better: “The 
quality of mercy is not strain’d/ It droppeth as 
the gentle rain from heaven/ Upon the place be- 
neath: it is twice blest;/ 

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes,” 

Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 
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AT THE LAST TWO TESTIMONIES OF DEPOSED 
President Joseph Estrada at the Sandiganbayan, 
the defense presented evidence portraying him as 
a victim of conspiracy among the military and the 
political elite which “could not accept” his land- 
slide election in 1998. 
Tn that election, two candidates with contrast- 
ing political backgrounds rode to power on the 
crest of landslides—Estrada and then Sen. Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo. The latter, receiving more 
votes than Estrada, was elected vice president. 
Indeed, the 1998 election results signaled the 
triumph of electoral populism, in contrast to the 
3992 election where Gen. Fidel Ramos squeezed 
through with only 27 percent of the vote, topping 
afield of six. 
| In presenting the evidence, the defense under- 
пей two themes: first, Estrada as a man of the 
shasses and a champion of the poor; and, second, 
s Estrada put it in his testimony, “powerful and 

influential people” allegedly conspired to oust 
lim “because these people never wanted me to 
lecome an elected president." 

Estrada played up the populist and class 

emes as the Sandiganbayan moved closer to 

е end of the plunder and perjury case against 
Jim, who has testified in the five-year-old Sandi- 
ganbayan case eight times in three months. This 

volitical line of defense shifts the issue from the 
ain thrust of the prosecution, emphasizing the 
aper trail of his secret bank accounts—upon 
hich the prosecution is building its plunder case. 
And suppression of which by the impeachment 
tribunal in the Senate triggered People Power Il. 

Whats Heartening about the trial is that it is at 
ban coming to an end, but Estrada's evidence and 

istimony are serving another purpose—they are 
painting a kaleidoscopic image of the changing 
Configurations of conspiracies all aimed at over- 
throwing elected presidents. 

‘Over the past one year, the members of the po- 
litical elite have re-grouped to try to topple Presi- 
dent Arroyo this time, motivated not by their 


IF CHILDREN ONLY DID US PARENTS THE FAVOR 
of following everything we told them to do, we 
ould surely be living in paradise. But as every par- 
ent knows, getting children to brush their teeth be- 
fore leaving the house or to stop bickering among 
‘themselves over dinner is a thousand times harder 
than getting the Israelis and Palestinians to the ne- 
otiation table. 

‘And it only gets harder the older they get. If we 
can't get our kids to eat their veggies, no matter 
Gur exhortations about good health and the need 
for fiber in the diet, what makes us think that by 
telling our teenage children to “just say no"—to 
drinks, drugs, cigarettes and sex—we have done 
our parental duty by them? 
` I don't know if Michael Mapa is a parent, much 
less parent of a teenager, but clearly he has litle 
experience with this exotic species. Surely, he 
couldn't have been serious in his letter to the edi- 
tor when he insisted that all the significant adults 
aye life of the teenage mother (whom I wrote 
about last May 12) needed to tell her was that 
“what she was doing with her life was wrong.” 
And, “if you're going to advise persons not to en- 
gage in unprotected sex, go one better: advise 
them not to have sex, period" 

What makes Michael think that if only someone 
bothered to tell this to the teen-age mother, then. 
she would not have engaged in sex and gotten 
‘pregnant well before she was ready for the respon- 
sibilities of parenthood? 

, Would teenagers today deny themselves plea- 
Sure on the simple say-so of adults, even of par- 
ents? Did we—when we were teen-agers our- 
selves? 
^ Risky, reckless behavior happens to be a hall- 
Shark of adolescence. Irs a young person's way of 
garving out an identity. That's why we parents 
read its onset—and the rocky ride we all have to 
‘weather before they become adults. 
WHETHER we like it or not, young Filipinos are 
engaging in sex before marriage. The Young 
‘Adult Fertility Survey 3, conducted by the UP 
Population Institute in 2002, finds that 4.9 mil- 
lion Filipinos age 15-24 (out of a population of 


When politics threatens art a 


TO PARAPHRASE JOHN E KENNEDY COM- 
‘menting on a glittering White House Dinner, this 
morning in Malacafiang, there will be a gathering 
of Filipino artistic and intellectual talents that has 
not been seen there since Jose Rizal sat in a small 
antechamber all by himself, waiting to see the 
Governor General. For today, the Order of Nation- 
al Artists will be officially conferred on seven in- 
dividuals whose life and work have enriched our 
lives. However, it is a sad commentary on Philip- 
pine media that they have focused their sights on 
only one awardee—Fernando Poe Jr, sidelining 
in the process the other six. Just for the record 
they are: Bienvenido Lumbera (Literature), Bene- 
dicto Cabrera (Visual Arts) Ramon Valera (Design 
and Allied Arts), Abdulmari Imao (Sculpture), 
Ramon Obsuan (Dance) and Ildefonso Santos 
(Landscape Architecture). 

The worst message of the story is that politics 
destroys anything it touches, including culture 
and this highest of artistic awards. Media should 
give us good news through these newly minted 
pational artists, but they have chosen to make 
news of whether or not Susan Roces would go to 
Malacafiang to receive the award from someone 
‘whom she accused of stealing the presidency not 
once but twice. 

1f FPJ did not get the award, partisans would. 
have howled that he deserved it and that politics 
kept the award from him. Now that he has been 
given the much coveted award, the partisans are 

jowling anyway that the award is consuelo de 
bobo or pampalubag loob and Ms Roces should 
not accept it. 

* Ms Roces should see beyond the President and 
realize that FPJ got the award after a contentious 
screening process. He was selected to receive the 
award by the joint boards of the National Com- 
mission for Culture and the Arts and the Cultural 
Genter of the Philippines. The National Artist 
‘Award is being given by a grateful nation, To re- 
ject itis our collective loss. 

“The citations alone are very inspiring, and 1 
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The changing faces of conspiracy 
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fears of class war but by their deep aversion to 
one of their kind in the middle class. 

In his testimony last week, Estrada identified 
the “powerful and influential people” allegedly 
involved in the conspiracy, among them then Vice 
President Arroyo, former President Ramos, the 
late Jaime Cardinal Sin, and some unnamed 
Catholic bishops who “could not accept” his over- 
whelming poll victory. These constituted the po- 
litical elite component of the alleged conspiracy 
cabal, colluding with ranking military and police 
officials—among them then armed forces chief of 
staff Gen. Angelo Reyes and Police Superinten- 
dent Reynaldo Berroya. 

‘At the hearing last Wednesday, Estrada pre- 
sented а video of Ms Arroyo speaking to the 
Council of Philippine Affairs (Copa) in February 
2001, a month after Estrada was toppled. The 
gathering was held at a Makati hotel and was a 
public event which 1 attended. In that speech, Ms 
Arroyo recalled that she was introduced in Jan- 
uary 2000 to “a group who already then was 
working for eventual withdrawal of support” 
from Estrada. Ms Arroyo said in her video “I was 
talking to five different groups and they didn't 
know one another” She identified the separate 
anti-Estrada groups to include Leandro Mendoza 
of the Philippine National Police, Maj. Gen. Art 
Carillo, Lt. Gen. Alberto Braganza and Lt. Gen. 
Edgardo Espinosa. They had separate agendas. 

At the time of the speech, Copa was an ally of 
Ms Arroyo and was the host of the meeting which 
was held as a celebration of the fall of Estrada. 
‘The Estrada testimony and the video drew a so- 
cial relief map of power brokers behind the politi- 


Just say no—to sex 
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16:5 million), had engaged in pre-marital sex. 
Ofthose who admitted to being sexually active, 
16 million had “multiple partners,” and 
400,000 were having same-sex relations. And 
of those having sex, only 19 percent admitted to 
having used some form of protection. 

‘Teen pregnancy is one consequence of such 
behavior. The 2003 National Demographic and 
Health Survey (NDHS) found that by age 17, 7 
percent of their women respondents had be- 
come pregnant; by age 18, the number rose to 
119 percent; and by age 19, the number of 
teen-age girls getting pregnant had reached 
23,5 percent. 

“Sexual risk-taking among Filipino youth is be- 
coming more pervasive,” Ma. Paz. and 
Normita Galban note in their study of the YAFS2 
and YAFS3 findings, titled rather provocatively 
“Getting Hotter, Going Wilder: Changes in Sexual 
Risk-taking Behavior among Filipino Youth.” 

Dr. Corazon Raymundo, who oversaw both 
YAFS2 and YAFS3, concedes that the findings 
are “shocking and revealing,” as it tracks a ris- 
ing incidence of risky sexual behavior among 
‘young Filipinos in the eight years between the 
two studies. 


Rina Jimenez-David |. 


CECILE Villa, executive director of the Foundation 
for Adolescent Development (FAD), which was 
founded in 1988 and runs the “Dial-a-Friend” coun- 
seling hotline, concedes the link between informa- 
tion, awareness and behavior when it comes to 
teens and sex. While young people may know about 
the link between sex and pregnancy, says Villa, “hin- 
di lang nila masyadong alam na (they are not so 
aware that) pregnancy is possible each time you en- 


wish people will say the same things about me in 
my lifetime rather than wait and say this in front 
of my bier during necrological services. We can- 
not print all the citations in this column but to 
give you a preview, this is what is said of Bencab: 

“BENEDICTO R. CABRERA, who signs his 
paintings ‘Bencab,’ the justly acclaimed artist 
who upheld the primacy of drawing over the dec- 
orative color, put enviable talent into the noble 
service of delineating a portrait of his people and 
conceiving metaphors of their complex national 
history. 

"Bencab started his career in the mid-sbaies as a 
lyrical expressionist. His solitary figures of scav- 
engers emerging from a dark landscape were plerc- 
{ng stabs at the social conscience of a people long 
inured to poverty and dereliction. As vehicles for 
social protest, these works had a languidly haunt- 
ing quality, made more conspicuous by the artists. 
predilection for earthen hues. Bencab has chris- 
tened the emblematic scavenger figure Sabe" To 
the artist, she is a melancholic symbol of disloca- 
tion, despair and isolation--the personification of 
human dignity threatened by life's vicissitudes and 
the vast inequities of Philippine зое, 

“Impelled from the start to seek his own identi- 


ty both as person, and artist, Bencab ironically 
liscovere 


red himself—and his country--in exile. 
The long years of expatriation brought into exis- 
tence his now fabled "Larawan" paintings. Bencab 
is largely instrumental in bringing to light the 
virtues of colonial photography, hamessing the 
medium and its methods to sustain a discourse on 


cal change from People Power 1 to People Power 
IL. They called attention to the shifting sands of 
political alignment over the past 20 years and the 
instability of alliances built on the political elite- 
military and Catholic Church complex. 

And if this alliance withdrew support from 
Estrada in 2001, the Arroyo regime, which was a 
beneficiary of the conspiracy, cannot be safe from 
the changing allegiance of members of this con- 
spiratorial cabal. The faces in the conspiracy that 
toppled Estrada have changed sides—for exam- 
ple, Copa has been denounced by the President as 
being engaged in the campaign to oust her. The 
military, influential big business families, the 
Catholic hierarchy, the political elite—the corner- 
stone of the movement to oust Estrada—have 
proved to be an unstable foundation of alliance- 
making, as Ms Arroyo has recently found out. 

As for Estrada, he has realized that the AFP 
chain of command is at best an unreliable anchor 
of long-term stability. Neither can Ms Arroyo trust 
the loyalty of the chain of command, whose 
cracks were exposed during the Fort Bonifacio 
Marines’ unrest last February. At the height of the 
crisis in July 2005, the Arroyo regime was pushed 
to the brink of collapse by the break-up of the po- 
litical elite with the defection of her party allies in 
her winning coalition (in the 2004 elections) and 
the resignation of key members of her Cabinet, 
and by the divisions in the hierarchy of bishops. 

In proclaiming a state of national emergency 
last February, Ms Arroyo presented a new face of 
conspiracy, this time composed of mutinous mili- 
tary officers involved in the aborted February 
coup attempt, Left-wing militants and sectors of 
middle-class establishments, including the me- 
dia. This different permutation illustrates the un- 
stable basis of shifting alliances, upon which the 
Arroyo regime is precariously perched. 

Whether or not the testimony of Estrada will 
help acquit him in the plunder trial it comes as a 
‘warning that regimes brought to power by con- 
spiracies are as secure as the next conspiracy. 
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gage in sex” There is a distinct lack of fertility 
awareness among young women, she adds, includ- 
ing making the link between menstruation and fer- 
tility A lot of misconceptions still abound, especially 
regarding withdrawal (whether itis a “safe” method 
оѓ contraception; it is not, it із highly unreliable) 
and “the number of times you have to have se 
fare tho gil an ge pregnant” (a ingle Шашке o 
unprotected sex taking place during a girls fertile 
period will most likely result in pregnancy). 

But even if they have their brains crammed with 
all the sex education information they need, young 
people are still vulnerable precisely because they are 
young people. They think themselves invulnerable 
and immortal, and so they do not make the connect 
between their personal experiences and feelings, 
and all the “scary” stories we can throw at them 
about pregnancy and STIs, including HIV/AIDS. 
WHAT, then are we parents to do? Do we just 
throw ‘of condoms and contraceptive 
pills at them and tell them, as Mapa writes so 
derisively, to just wear asbestos gloves while 
playing with fire? 

Maybe we should make “fire” unattractive to 
them, at least in this stage of life. And we can 
best do that precisely by giving them informa- 
tion—information without judgment or moral- 
izing or the intent to scare the bejeezus out of 
them. Knowledge about their bodies, their bod- 
ily functions, sexuality and relationships is the 
basic human right of all people, teens especial- 
Jy. And it is information and knowledge that 
take all the exoticism out of sex and blunt the 
curious teen's fascination about its allure. 

Basically, we can “protect” teens from risky 
sex only if we respect them, respect them 
enough to answer their questions honestly and 
factually, and their ability to make deci- 
sions for themselves based on what they know 
is best for them. And if we parents cannot or 
will not take on the responsibility to educate 
our children about sex, I would hope that we 
would be humble enough to turn to other 
adults—teachers, counselors, midwives, nurses 
and doctors—to do the talking for us. 


nd culture 


how memory makes the past and the future con- 
dense in the present through a spectrum of de- 
vices like cropping, montage and patination. 
‘Thus, Bencab would ignite the electric collision 
between nostalgic remembrance and current pul- 
sation, each commenting on the other, creating 
sparks of irony and sentiment. 

"The ‘Larawan’ paintings connect his art to 
the collective consciousness of his compatriots 
and converse with his other concerns like the de- 
piction of migrants in Europe and America, 
heroes of struggles, and everyday Filipinos 
caught up in the cycles and revolutions in cul- 
ture, The artist would render these diverse sub- 
jects in a range of techniques, from oil and 
acrylic, pastel and etching, and very scrupulous 
drawing as discerned in his illustrations for 
books. 

“The emotional and psychic resonance that 
quietly emanare боп these efforts is the reason 

r the sustained energy of a deep, lasting oeuvre. 
Through over three decades, his works have 
evolved in imagery, chromaticism and painterly 
approach. The fluency of the arises determined 
lines and the nuanced strokes and compositions 
have conspired to recreate a landscape of people 
and places across time that is home to both trau- 
ma and transcendence. 

“Bencab's exploration of form, finding his way 
‘out of the late neo-realism and high abstraction 
of the sixties to be able to reconsider the potency 
of figurative expression, had held out vital op- 
tions for Philippine art in the Martial Law years in 
the seventies through the contemporary era. This 
critical transition can only affirm that his visio 
resonant because it continually responds to the 
exigencies of art and society and the aspirations 
of Filipinos.” 

One would wish that the other citations and 
artists be given the same valuable space and air 
time. 

Comments are welcome at cocampo@ate- 
neo.edu 
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Catholic education 


TWO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS MARK IMPORTANT ANNIVER- 
saries this year: Xavier School in San Juan marks its 50th 
year today, and St. Scholastica's will have its centennial in a 
few weeks. 2 

Tm writing about them because I studied in Xavier and m; 
mother in St. Scholastica's. But I don't want non-Kaverians 
and non-Scholasticans to stop reading, so let me assure you 
Tm going to take a £ 
different take оп 
these anniversaries, 
sharing a few histori- 
cal footnotes as my 
way of paying trib- 
ute to its founders 
and of tackling the 
issue of Catholic ed- 
ucation itself. 

Saving souls 

Both Xavier and St. Scholastica's were started by foreign 
Catholic religious. St. Scholastica's is most identified with 
German Benedictine sisters. Xavier was founded by a team of 
Jesuits, mostly Basques and French-Canadians, and many 
others of different nationalities. What brought these men tq- 
gether was a passion not for the Philippines but for Ching. 
They were all originally assigned to work as missionaries in 
China but they were expelled after the communist victory ih 
1949. So they moved to the Philippines, hoping to minister 
the Chinese community in the Philippines, There was al- 
ready a girls’ school, Immaculate Conception Academy, sp 
they set up one for boys. 

Tt was not accidental that these schools were started by 
foreign Catholic religious. After the Americans occupied the 
Philippines in 1898, the Catholic Church realized that th 
now faced competition from American Protestant missionat- 
ies. Even if the country already had many Catholic schools, 
there was more work for Catholic religious. So you had new 
schools set up like St. Scholastica's--and Maryknoll which 
was established by American sisters. 

‘The Jesuits faced a different kind of competition. The 
Protestants had been quite active prosletyzing with the local 
Chinese, and had set up schools like St. Stephen's and Grace 
Christian, offering the full range of Chinese subjects. The Je- 
suits knew they had a niche to carve, offering Chinese sub- 
jects through a Catholic institution for boys. 

There then is part ofthe story behind these school 


tle for souls. 
Notclones 

‘There can be no doubts about how committed the schools” 
founders were to the Catholic Church. They left comfortable. 
lives—there were always rumors of a German princess or 
two in St. Scholastica's—to work under the most difficult of 
conditions. When the Jesuits arrived in Manila, the city was 
still recovering from World War II, and so Xavier started out 
in an old barracks building in Echague, Quiapo. 

The anniversaries of St. Scholastica's and Xavier offer 
an opportunity to look at how the founders combined thei 
religious faith with their commitment to a different mission: 
that of education. Looking now, in 2006, at what they've es- 
tablished, 1 have no doubts that they were effective ds 
Catholic educators because they were able to transcend the 
stereotypes associated with missionary work. H 

То the credit of the Jesuits and Benedictine sisters, their 
schools didn't quite try to mold students in their own image, 
atleastnotina rigid sense. : 

I think back now of Xavier's priests and how staunchly‘an- 
ti-communist they were. There were summers where the 
priests organized groups of Xaverians to go to Taiwan. Be- 
sides sight-seeing, we were herded into rallies with crowds 
chanting out slogans about driving the communists out df 
the mainland and freeing China. ы 

In high school, when I submitted a term paper about Vind- 
ba Bhave, an indian who fought for land reform, my English 
teacher, an American, scribbled on my paper: “Bhave was à 
communist.” А 

Actually, Bhave was a socialist, not a communist; but if 
retrospect, I can understand where the priests were comin} 
from. It was the height of the Cold War, and the priests had 
gone through persecution in China. Y 

Yet, in faimess, they never tried to impose their views on 
us. Our teachers were a mixed lot, allowed to air their own 
opinions. One of my favorites was a Chinese woman whp 
Бай married a Filipino. I'm not giving her name because even 
today, I'm not sure how her family feels about what she did. 
She spoke Chinese languages fluently and knew her history 
‘well—she had lile sympathy for Taiwan and the Kuom- 
intang government there, talking about the corruption in 
China that eventually led to the communists’ victory. Those 
were very radical views for her times. f 

There was diversity in school —non-Catholics were not rè- 
quired to attend Mass, or to convert. The world was there for 
us to explore, daily from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.. We had a 
great library, with an even greater librarian, Reynaldo Ale- 
jandro, who eventually left for New York but still comes 
home regularly and is known for his wonderful books abot 
the Philippines. The priests fully supported him in develop- 
ing an excellent library, without censorship. Much of my cu- 
riosity about the world, which I try to share through this col- 
‘umn, was nurtured in Mr. Alejandro's library. i 

Feisty 2 

St, Scholasticés is more intriguing. The sisters were беў 
man, and you know what the stereotypes are about the Get- 
man fixation on orderliness and routine. As if being Germ: 
wasn't enough, they were Benedictine, an order which 
sought to glorify God through work on days divided intb 
rigid routines. j 

‘My mother remembers, and appreciates, the discipline of 
St. Scholastica's, but she also remembers the nuns encourag- 
ing creativity, and taking on the outside world. They must 
have done something right, because eventually, some of their 
Filipina students took over the school, as nuns and lay peo- 
ple. With strong programs on social awareness and on geri- 
der sensitivity, you can see a real difference between a 
Scholastican and your other Filipina colegialas (convent 
school graduates). 

‘A few weeks back, I caught TV footage showing Akbayan 
Rep. Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel being arrested at a rally and 
arguing with the police. I ran into her a few days later and 
congratulated her: “They should know better than to pick on 
a Scholastica.” Actually, quite a few of the Hontiveros wom- 
en went through St. Scholastica's, the more visible ones be- 
ing Risa and Pia on ABS-CBN. 

Kaverians? They're a bit more conservative, mostly busi- 
ness people and professionals, but I'd sil like to think Xave- 
rians also come from a different mold. Xaverians are co 
fortable straddling different worlds, seeing no contradiction 
between being Chinese and Filipino, between being a busi- 
nessman and appreciating a good play, or a good film. I'd like 
to think, too, that even if Xaverians pale in comparison to 
strong and independent women like my mother and the 
Hontiveroses, we do know what our principles are, and 
stand for them. 

The Jesuits and Benedictine sisters taught us the impor- 
tance of faith and mission, of conviction without falling into 
the traps of bigotry and intolerance. Each in their own way, 
Xavier and St. Scholastica's offer us models for Catholic edu- 
cation. 
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Remembering Culion with pride 


1 АМ A FILIPINA WRITER/PRODUCER 
who lives in the Italian Riviera, between 
Genoa and Nervi. From our windows and 
garden, we can gaze at the Mediter- 
ranean, the sight of which thrills me each 
time and prods me to work. This explains, 
as well, why I am still attracted to Roxas 
Boulevard, Ermita, Malate, etc. Manila 
Bay exercises an irresistible pull on me. 

1 am writing a five-book saga on the 
Philippines. It covers over a 100-year peri- 
od, and each book features, as the main 
protagonist, one of the members of my 
maternal clan—Nieto, Ortigas and Valdes. 

Ceres Doyo's “Culion: the nun's story” 
touched me deeply, as 1 had a close relative 
who lived and chose to die in Culion. Twas 
thinking of visiting his grave this summer. 


One of my mother's first cousins, Eduar- 
do Valdes, a promising young man who 
was studying medicine in Germany, was 
stricken with leprosy and chose to live in 
Culion. That must have been around 
1937-1938, shortly before World War I. 

My great aunt, Doña Virjita Valdes Va- 
cani, mother of Eduardo, looked after my 
cousin Guadalupe, who was born in Culion 
on the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 1 
celebrated my eighth birthday with a huge 
fete at Santol Mansion, and Tia Abuela Vir- 
jita came with "Lupe," who must have been 
about 9 years old that time. She was a 
polyglot—she spoke Castilian, English, 
French, Filipino (Tagalog), Ilonggo, and 
many other local dialects. 

The point was that the Valdes fami- 


ly—the same 

one as that of 

General 

Basilio Valdes, 

aide de camp to 

Gen. Douglas 

MacArthur—certainly had the means to 
send him anywhere in the world. Uncle Ed- 
'uardo insisted that he stay in Culion. It was 
not a secret. Indeed, the clan was proud of 
Eduardo and his work in Culion, assisting 
others. His wife was a leper as well. 

Tam planning to go to Manila sometime 
in June. Perhaps, I could meet with Doyo? 
I definitely will order her book. Its a must 
have. Where can1 find it? 

—ISABEL VON FECHTMANN, 
checkmate@alice.it 
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Tide of patriotism and nationalism 
stirring, rising in sea of apathy 


IF MILITANTS AND JOURNALISTS ARE 
afraid to be added to the 603 victims of 
extrajudicial killings, the Arroyo adminis- 
tration is obviously so afraid to lose Mala- 
cafiang that it has become so paranoid. 

The Commission on Human Rights 
said it all. The Philippine government is 
responsible for the human rights abuses 
committed against militants, labor 
unions and journalists. The Amnesty In- 
ternational has also raised an alarm. 
Earlier on, international groups, such 
as Reporters Without Borders, Interna- 
tional Federation of Journalists, and 
even the United Nations Special Rap- 
porteur (in its 2002 visit to check on the 
human rights situation of the indige- 
nous peoples) have expressed concern 
about serious human rights violations 
in the country. The Church has also 
called for a stop to the killings and an 
end to repressive and militarist poli- 
cies. 

The tide of public opinion against 
the Arroyo administration is rising, and 


the spirit of vigilance refuses to be 
dampened. Our people's sense of patri- 
otism and nationalism, which has 
yielded to apathy for the longest time, 
is now stirring awake in every Filipino 
heart. 

There is no stopping the peoples 
rage. Now a significant majority is 
breathing life into the old adage, “Ang 
sundalo, kapag nasusugatan ay lalong 
tumatapang.” (A soldier when wound- 
ed, becomes even more courageous.) 

The Filipino people, an army so 
strong and powerful that it has ousted 
two tyrants and driven away colonial 
powers, are rising to reclaim the rights 
stolen from them, And they who are 
caught red-handed  transgressing 
democracy and freedom must be very 
afraid. 

—PITCH MANGONDATO, 
Union of Muslims 

for Morality and Truth (UMMAT), 
530 3rd Fl. Ortiz Bldg, 

Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 


Let tree fall 
where it leans 


WE SHOULD BE KEEPING AN EYE ON 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo not 
asa person but as a leader and public fig- 
ure, especially in the aspect of how she 
manages the affairs of government. 

Let the tree fall where it leans. If Ar- 
royo's actions merit credit, itis but proper 
to give her the accolades she deserves. If 
they don’t, we should be vigilant and crit- 
icize het—Joey Burgos (via e-mail) 

We must go back to the basics of good 
manners and right conduct, the essence 
of which is ree ——— — —— 
spect. We are the 
only Christian 
country in South- 
east Asia, full of 
positive values in- 
culcated by our 
forefathers in our hearts and minds. 

1 believe we have forgotten most of 
these values. Filipinos have become self- 
centered, especially our political lead- 
ers.—Salvador B. Oleo (via e-mail) 

Why not adopt a two-party system 
for our presidential form of govern- 
ment, just like what the United States 
have? That way, the people will be able” 
to express clearly their choice for presi- 

ent. 

Raise the minimum requirements that 
a candidate must meet to qualify for 
president, senators and congressmen. 
Educational attainment should be at the 
top of thelist of the requirements. Thisis 
the only way we can have elections that 
are decided not by popularity but by in- 
telligence. And this way, there will be 
less confusion during elections as there 
will be fewer candidates, thus making it 
easy for the electorate to choose the per- 
son they thinkis best qualified. 

‘The small number of candidates will 
somehow have a domino effect. There 
will be less election-related violence and 
less cheating. 

Once and for all, let us get rid of politi- 
cians who do not deserve to be in public 
office in the first place.--Edwin Tayag 
(via e-mail) 


VOICES ON 
INQ7.NET 


Several suggestions: 

1. Go back to a two-party system 
where the parties espouse clear ideolo- 
gies. This will assure a "majority winner,” 
and sideline “balimbing” candidates and 
politicians. 

2. All politicians vying for vice mayor 
or higher position must have at least а 
college degree, This will minimize the 
possibility of officials being elected based 
‘on popularity but lacking the educational 
background needed to be effective in the 
complex world of politics and gover- 
nance. 

3. Only people who pay taxes should 
be given the right to vote, Those who 
don't pay taxes shouldn't be given the 
right to choose who will run the govern- 
ment. If you are not a taxpayer, then you 
have noi contributed your share to the 
government and, therefore, you should 
not have a say on how government must 
berun. 

4, Review the legislative powers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives. 
They conduct too many probes, suppos- 
edly in aid of legislation but actually just 
for grandstanding, 

5. Minimize technicality issues that al- 
low the courts more reasons to drop cas- 
es. We shouldn't emphasize technicali- 
ties, as these allow suspects and other re- 
spondents qn easy way out, even if they 
did violate the law. 

6. Lessen corruption in the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue by allowing individuals 
to submit receipts as basis for claiming 
tax-deductible expenses, instead of the 
present setup in which tax deductions are 
based on the taxpayers marital status 
and number of children. By allowing in- 
dividuals to include personal receipts for 
tax deductions, we will encourage the is- 
suance of official receipts, and there will 
be more VAT collections, as almost every 
sale will be declared by individuals and 
businesses. Even the Bureau of Customs 
will toe the line, as importers will need to 
have their imports properly declared and 
they can use the receipts for proper tax 
deduction—Christopher Co (via e- 
mail) 
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Bulusan spews ash anew; 
villagers given face masks 


SORSOGON CITY—THE PHILIPPINE INSTITUTE OF VOLCANOLOGY 
and Seismology (Phivolcs) warned of a major eruption of the Bulusan 
Volcano after its crater belched ash clouds Wednesday. 


Bulusan spewed ash nearly 2 km high, 
prompting authorities to raise the alert level 
to 2 from 1 ordered in March when ash first 
began flowing from its crater. 

“We are seeing an increasing frequency of 
ash explosions,” Renato Solidum, director of 
the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology, said. 

Solidum warned residents in Sorsogon not 
to venture within a 4-km zone of the 1,559- 
meter volcano because of fears of sudden ex- 
plosions, “We raised alert level 2 last night,” 
hesaid as a measure of precaution. 

‘At level 3 an explosion is considered possi- 
ble, at level 4 it is seen as likely and at level 5, 
the highest alert, an eruption has occurred 
with lava flows or ash columns reaching 6 km. 

Bulusan, one of the six most active volca- 
noes in the country, has had five ash eruptions 
since March. 

In nearby Casiguran town, thousands of 
face masks were distributed to residents after 
volcanic ash fell on homes in the coastal com- 
munity' 25 villages 

Schools were closed and the Office of Civil 
Defense urged residents not to drink ground. 
water because of possible contamination, 


‘Ash fall was also reported in nearby Juban town 
and officials said as many as 50,000 people would 
be evacuated in case of a major volcanic eruption, 

‘Television showed images of people cleaning 
their yards, training water hoses to wash away 
grayish ash from plants and roofs of their homes. 

“es itchy and hurts the nose,” said a woman. 

Volcanologist Ed Laguerta said they were 
keeping the danger zone. “There's a possibili- 
ty that these little explosions can become 
more frequent,” he said. 

“That’s what we're watching out for, the 
‘changes in the character of the explosions.” 

‘The Philippines, like neighboring Indonesia, 
lies in an area of the Pacific basin that is vulner- 
able to earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. 

Mount Pinatubo erupted in 1991 in the centu- 
rys biggest blast, burying dozens of villages under 
tons of mud after lying dormant for 600 years. 

More than 800 people died in the wake of 
Pinatubo's eruption, mostly from diseases in 
overcrowded evacuation camps. 

Laguerta said magma was rising closer to 
the volcano’s crater, similar to what happened 
before the 1918-1920 eruption. Reuters with 
а report from Bobby Q. Labalan, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


ROUNDUP . 


g company 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Environment Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes has halled amining company 
in South Cotabato for "taking care" of the 
Jumad communities affected by its project and 
the environment. Reyes recently visited Sagit- 
tarlus Mines Inc. (SMI) in Tampakan, South 
Cotabato to witness the signing of a growth and 
cooperation agreement between officials of Ki 
blawan in Davao del Sur, Tampakan and Colom- 
bio in Sultan Kudarat, which are within the com- 
pany's area of operations, The SM-iitated 
agreement aimed to improve the lives of people 
in the three towns. Reyes said he was happy 
that SMI had already started providing community development pro- 
jects although it had yetto start mining activities there. Agulles Zonío, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Rape tops Or. Mindoro crimes 

CITY OF CALAPAN—Rape topped the criminal cases recorded by the Ori- 
ental Mindoro police from January to May. The number of rape cases 
reached 30, but women advocates believe И could be higherifthe unre- 
ported cases are included. Cases of physical injuries numbered 25; mur- 
der, 22: homicide, 18; robbery, 10, and thet, 1. Police recorded a monthly 
crime solution efficiency of 85-94 percent. Madonna Virola, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 


Tiwi projects get WB grants 
TIWI, Albay—Two local community projects were among the 59 winners 
ina recent World Bank competition on project proposals and develop- 
ment ideas In the country. The WB-sponsored “Panibagong Paraan 
2006" awarded grants to the aquatic resource management proposal, 
"Seaweed Production and Environmental Protection of the Curangon 
Shoal," and the education reform project, "Magurang na, Maestra Pa." 
From around 1,000 entries all over the country, 80 finalists were chosen. 
Ched Arzadon, a local project representative, won first prize In the slo- 
gan contest for her entry "Ang Pag-unlad ay Wag! Kung Lahat ay Kasali." 
Job Belen, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Malaria microscopy training 
BROOKE'S POINT, Palawan—A refresher training on malaria microscopy 
is being conducted here ир to June 16 by the Department of Health's 
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Malaria Control Program, with the support of the Global Fund for Malaria 


and the Kilusang Ligtas 


Malaria (KLM), Palawan has the biggest number 


of barangay microscoplsts in the country with more than 300, sald Dr. 


Dorin Bustos, a medical 


specialist of the Research Institute for Tropical 


Medicine. In 2001, barangay microscoplsts were mobilized by the KLM, 


the provincial governmat 
‘malaria in Palawan. The 


nt, and Pilipinas Shell Foundation to control 
ongoing training aims to Improve techniques. 


and raise standards of malaria diagnosis. Madonna Virola, PDI Southern 


Luzon Bureau 


Number coding for tricyles 


“Caloy” lumbei 


CITY OF CALAPAN—A number-coding scheme 
for tricycles Is being Implemented here to ease 
traffic and Increase the Income of drivers and 
operators. According to a city resolution, those 
with license plate numbers whose last digits 
endin 1 or 2 are banned from plying thelr route 
оп Mondays, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.; 3 or 4, Tuesdays; 
5 or 6, Wednesdays; 7 or 6, Thursdays, and 9 or 
0, Fridays. The scheme Is not enforced оп 
weekends. Task Force Komit is monitoring Its 
Implementation. Madonna Virola, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 


т for reconstruction 

CITY OF CALAPAN—Storm "Caloy" left the. 
province with a huge volume of lumber from fall- 
en trees. Juan de la Cruz, provincial environment 
and natural resources officer, advised that no per- 
mit was needed from the Department of Environ- 
‘ment and Natural Resources if the lumber would 
be used to reconstruct houses. But he sald a car- 
tification for that purpose must be secured from. 
the municipality where the tree was uprooted. It 
the lumber Is sold commercially, it will be contis- 
cated, Dela Cruz warned. Madonna Virola, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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DAR says it's on track `> 


wn. ACTOSS 


on land distribution 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE DEPARTMENT OF 
{Agrarian Reform in Eastern Visayas reported 
‘chat itis on track in its accomplishment target 
ifor the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
{gram (Carp) for the region. 
Homer Tobias, DAR regional director, said that 
ince Carp was launched in 1988, DAR has distribut- 
“ed 329,917 hectares of agricultural lands, represent- 
fing 87 percent of its target coverage of 378,747 ha. 
The program has so far benefited 184,841 
Jarmers in the region who received certificates 
‘bf land ownership awards (Cloas) as proofs of 
‘ownership of the land given to them. 
3 Tobias said that while he was optimistic that 
he DAR program was on track, the program's 
‘implementation still faces problems like the 
‘strong resistance of some landowners. 


‘Tobias identified the western part of Leyte as the 
‘most contentious area in the region. [tis where vast 
tracts of land, mostly owned by the politically influ- 
ential Veloso and Larrazabal dans, are located, 

Based on the records of the DAR regional 
office, out of its target of 185,808 ha of land 
in Leyte, 148,154 ha, or 80 percent, have so 
far been placed under the program since it 
was implemented in 1988. At least 89,808 
farmer-beneficiaries were given Cloas 

‘The level of achievement in Leyte is, however, 
the lowest among the six provinces inthe region. 

‘Tobias said the DAR was trying its best to 
convince landowners to drop their resistance 
and allow the government to place their land 
under the program, which will end by 2008. 

In contrast, the regional DAR office was 
able to accomplish a 100 percent perfor- 
mance in Eastern Samar with 45,285 ha of 
land awarded to 27,035 families. 
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SUN RELIANT 
The abundance of sunlight in many parts of. 
the country is the driving force behind many 

idustries, including the small, but thriving 
trade of drying fish. A fisherman in San 
Fabian, Pangasinan uses his backyard to dry 
fish caught from the Cayanga River, a major 
source of fish in the town. 


Mayor says 
he didn’t 
move school 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—THE MAYOR OF 
Bokod town assailed provincial and education 
officials here for believing reports that he had 
transferred the administration of an elemen- 
tary school to nearby Kayapa, Nueva Vizcaya, 

Appearing before the provincial board, 
Mayor Raymundo Celino said he “merely rec- 
ognized” the authority of Kayapa officials 
over the Naswak Elementary School which, 
he noted, “was never a part of Bokod.” 

"There was nothing to tum over because Sitio 
Naswak is politically and historically within the terri- 
tory of Kayapa,” he said. "Documents would show 
that Naswak was never part of Bokod but Kayapa.” 

The board earlier summoned Celino to ex- 
plain the alleged turnover that happened on 
May 15 in Kayapa without the blessings of 
provincial and education officials. 

“There was no turnover. I only recognized 
the authority and jurisdiction of Kayapa over 
Sitio Naswak and the elementary school 
there,” Celino said. 

He admitted the Bokod and Kayapa offi- 
cials, led by Mayor Antonio Dupiano, met on 
May 15 but not for the school's turnover. 

“We met to formalize an agreement that 
Bokod is now ready to cease exercising ad- 
ministrative and supervisory power over 
Naswak and for Kayapa to assume all political 
responsibilities over Sitio Naswak,” he said. 

“In fact, the agreement tumed out to be 
positive for Bokod since Kayapa agreed to 
construct three small school buildings within 
Bokod worth P900,000.00” 

He said the ceremony to recognize Kayapa's 
authority over Naswak was made after Kayapa 
officials passed a resolution expressing their 
intention to exercise jurisdiction over Naswak.! 

Celino asked the board and the province's 
education officials to cease recognizing the 
school as part of Benguet since it would be 
waste of money and resources. 

“Ie is legally and morally wrong for Benguet 
to maintain a school outside of its jurisdiction, 
Celino said, adding that the salaries of the 
schools three teachers could be used to pay 
other teachers in other remote areas of Bokod: 
Delmar Cariño, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Gov't office can’t 
check pesticide use 


DAVAO CITY—THE FERTILIZER AND PESTICIDES 
Authority (FPA) in Souther Mindanao said it lacks 
the capacity to determine whether or not banana 
plantations here were using chemicals properly,” 

Estrella Laquinta, FPA director, said they only re- 
yon the self policing power of banana companies. 

“Iris true that we have difficulty in monitoring 
the pesticide use by these companies because we 
don't have the capacity. For lack of manpower 
and enough resources, we cannot really do the 
job,” Laquinta told a forum held here during the 
‘World Environment Day on Monday. 

Environmental groups have been pressing the 
FPA to monitor the use of pesticides in banana 
plantations saying its excessive use was harmful 

Environmental groups also said studies re- 
veal that people who have been exposed to 
pesticides are often found with cancer and 
other diseases that are difficult to cure. 

Laquinta said they want to check if banana 
companies here were not indiscriminate in 
their use of pesticides but the lack of resources 
had always prevented them from doing so. 

But academician Dr. Antonio Obsioma said 
the FPA should not use as excuse its lack of 
manpower and resources. i 

He said the agency was mandated by law td 
protect the people against the deadly effects 
of pesticides. 

Obsioma said if the FPA was serious in iis 
mandate, it could always coordinate with oth- 
er government agencies. 

Jeffrey Tupas, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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NGO hails DENR logging raid in Sierra Madre 


Tribe harassed, threatened by loggers 


JUCENA CITY—TASK FORCE SIERRA 
adre, a Church-based multisectoral 

‘group advocating the mountain’s pro- 
ction, has commended the swift ac- 
ion of the National Anti-Environmen- 
al Crime Task Force against illegal 

logging operations based in a Sierra 
adre village in Tanay, Rizal last 
reek. 

“Their action brings us fresh 

jurage to continue our efforts to 

reserve the environment for the 
present and future generation,” Fr. 
Pete Montallana, ТЕМ chair, said in 
ia letter addressed to Environment 
secretary Angelo Reyes. 

Police and forest officials from the 

ENR local office in Real town in 

jorthern Quezon seized a total of 
4,135 pieces of undocumented for- 
est products measuring about 33.54 
cubic meters in Barangay Libjo, In- 
fanta town Wednesday. 

The seized items include narra, 
yakal, tanguile and red lauan wood 
species. 

Antonio Diwa, local environment 
chief, said government forces confi 
cated the lumber from a suspected il- 
legal sawmill of one Susan Avellano 
based on a search warrant issued by 
Judge Stephen Cruz of the Regional 
"Trial Court in Lucena. 


"Our main goal is to totally stop 
any form of illegal logging opera- 
tions in Reina (Real-Infanta-General 
Nakar) area. With the cooperation of 
vigilant citizens and nongovern- 
ment organizations, we're slowly 
inching toward our target,” Diwa 
said, 

Chief Insp. Roger Fuentes, head of 
the raiding team from the Police Re- 
gional Intelligence and Investiga- 
tion Division, said the 
information on the il- 
legal forest products 
was tipped off by a 
concerned citizen, 

“We expect more 
confiscation in the 
following days as 
more (pieces of) in- 
formation are coming 
in," Fuentes said in a 
mobile phone interview. 

Montallana said: "It (illegal log- 
ging campaign) is not an easy task 
since so many are taking advantage 
of the impoverished situation (sic) 
in the area but together with DENR 
officials, with conviction to preserve 
and protect the environment, we can 
do something." 

However, he appealed to govern- 
ment authorities to help the Agta na- 


"Their action gives 
us fresh courage 
to continue our 
efforts to preserve 
the environment 


tives residing in their mountain set- 
tlements in Sitio Baykuran, Baran- 
gay Pagsangahan in General Nakar 
town, who are being threatened by 
illegal loggers after the govern- 
ment's successful operation. 

In a press conference held at the 
office of Tanggol Kalikasan here, 
Leony Buendicho, an Agta tribal 
leader, narrated how her community 
was being harassed and threatened 

by known illegal log- 
gers in Sierra Madre, 

“We were told that 
‘we will be killed once 
we set foot in Baran- 
gay Daraitan in 
Tanay The illegal 
loggers suspected us 
of revealing their op- 
eration to the author- 
ities. But we only ac- 
companied GMA-7 television crew 
in their coverage of the mountain,” 
Buendicho said. 

The stockpile of illegally cut 
flitches of various sizes from differ- 
ent hardwood species in Daraitan 
were discovered by Tanggol Ka- 
likasan and GMA-7 TV crewmen last 
month. 

The forest products were illegally 
cut inside the reservation area of the 


Marathon hearings set for Aurora slay 


indigenous tribe in the Sierra Madre and 
were being hauled down by horses, 

Jay Lim, forest protection program coor- 
dinator of Tanggol Kalikasan—a nationwide 
public interest environmental law office, re- 
vealed that at least 30 illegal power saws 
мете being operated inside the tribe's reser- 


vation area. 
“Most of them were being operated by 
lowlanders under the employ of big capital- 
{st illegal loggers. Ironically, some of the 
tribe members were in cahoots with illegal 
loggers," Lim said. Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 


Contracting of Consulting Services for 
Philippine Efficient Lighting Market Transformation Project 


Tho Development Support Services Center (DSSC) of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) invitos local consultants to apply for eligibility and to bid for the sub- 
contract on Policy Study on Lamp Waste Managamont of tho project "UNDP-GEF-DOE 
Project Philippine Efficient Lighting Market Transformation Project. (PELMATP)”. 


The Philippine Efficient Lighting Market Transformation Project (PELMATP), implemented by the 
Philippines’ Department of Energy (DOE), is intended to address the barriers to widespread util- 
zation of energy efficient lighting (EEL) systems in the Philippines. It is aimed at contributing to 
the realization of the country's sustainable development objectives and its goal in reducing GHG 
emissions in the energy sector. Itwill specifically focus on the promotion of EELs energy efficient 
version of linear fluorescent lamps (Le., slim tube triphosphor coated), CFLs, high intensity dis 
charge (HID) lamps, ballasts (low loss electromagnetic and electronic) and energy efficient lumi- 
naires. The project objectives will be achieved with the implementation of specific barrier removal 
programs that wil Involve: (1) updating of policies, standards and guidelines on lighting applica- 
tions; (2) institutional and technical capacity building; (8) consumer education and information 
dissemination; (4) development and implementation of appropriate financing mechanisms; and 
(5) mitigating environmental impacts of the widespread utilization of EELs. 


Consistent with Component 5: EEL Waste Management Assistance Program, PELMATP in part- 
nership with Department of Environment and Natural Resources - Environmental Management 
Bureau (DENR-EMB) aims to address the potential negative impacts of the widespread use of 
EELs through the formulation and implementation national and local guidelines for managing 
‘mercury-containing lamp wastes that will enter the country’s waste stream. 


To be able to accomplish this objective, the project requires the services of a subcontractor who 
shall undertake the subcontract on Policy Study on Lamp Waste Management, a comprehen- 
sive and extensive study on the potential of lamp waste management in the country, discussing 
Its issues, constraints and other areas of concern. 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—MARATHON HEA- 
tings forthe trial of a mayor charged with the mur- 
der ofa publisher in Aurora last year would begin 
‘on June 27, the judge handling the case said. 
Judge Armando Yanga said he would con- 
duct the trial of Dingalan Mayor Jaime Ylarde 
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Tie LGU-Kallangan,Buhidnon, tough В and Awards Commioe (ВАС) тез supolrs 


The policy study and the accompanying proposed policy recommendations shall serve as inputs 
Marudacusersidebuiorstanraciors oop o egy anto bore hereunder rec 


to the DENR-EMB in the formulation of policy guidelines and programs for lamp waste manage- 
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the whole day of every Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday until July 31. 

‘Yanga said he could not hold trials on Thurs- 
days and Friday because his courtroom, Re- 


LGU Karga, Bukan 
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warhiseandbtor 
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ment. It wil also lead to the market development for lamp wastes, selling up of standardized 


procedures for testing mercury content in lamps. 


‘and the development of information, education. 


‘and communication (EC) materials and a guidebook which will be used as reference by those 


implementing solid and hazardous waste manag 


jement programs. 
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Forinterested parties, Bid Documents (Eligibilty Requirements, Instructions to Bidders and Terms 
of Reference) may be secured personally, upon payment of a non-refundable amount of 
PhP 1,000.00 from the following address: 


gional Trial Court Branch 66 in Baler, Aurora, 
was being used by RTC Branch 96. 

“This will be a speedy trial as the Supreme 
Court has ordered for all cases,” said Yanga, 
who is currently handling 88 cases. 

Lawyers of Ylarde are presenting 14 witness- 
es who would disprove the role of the mayor in 
the killing of Starline Times Recorder publisher 
Philip Agustin on May 10, 2005. 

Prosecutors, on the other hand, have lined 
up 13 witnesses who would try to pin Ylarde 
às the mastermind in the murder of Agustin, 
bne of 42 Filipino journalists killed during the 
five years of the Arroyo administration. 

The mayors co-accused--Nilo Morete and 
Manuel Alday—are still at large. Yanga hadis- 
sued warrants for their arrests on May 16. 

Morete has sent surrender feelers to the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation but has not speci 
fied a date when he would surface. Ylarde, on 
the other hand, surrendered to Yanga on May 
22 and is now detained at the provincial jail in 
Baler. Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Development Support Services Center 
United Nations Development Programme 
30" Floor, Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza 
6819 Ayala Avenue corner Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
Tel. No, 632 901 0273 / 901 0271 
Fax No. 632 901 0200 / 889 7177 
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The abovementioned Bid Documents wil be released (o all interested participants starting 13 
June 2006 0 19 June 2006 anty, The Bid Documents shal contar all instruotons on tne rulas, 
procedures, dates and other schedules for the pre-bid conference and opening of bid envelopes, 
Эз well as further details on the scope of services required. 


UNDP reserves the right to reject any or all the bids, waive any defect or informality therein, 
accept the bid and award the contract to the most advantageous offer lo the UNDP, for and in 
behalf of the Department of Energy. UNDP assumes no responsibility to compensate or indem- 
nify the bidder for any expense or loss that may be incurred for the preparation of bids, nor does 
it guarantee that an award will be made. 


у (900) ETHELIND B. CAPUNO 
(S98) SATURKNOM TORRES Manager, DSSC 
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LEGAZPI CITY—THE SUPREME 
Court has stopped the Commission 
qn Elections from enforcing its order 
pur Noel Rosal to vacate his 
in favor of Michael Victor Impe- 
Hal, who was declared winner by the 
poll body in the 2004 elections. 
‘The high court issued the tem- 
porary restraining order on June 7 


as it granted Rosal's request for a 
status quo. The order was signed 
„Љу clerk of court Ma. Luisa Vilara- 
ma, on the authority of Chief Jus- 
tice Artemio Panganiban. 

‘The Comelec en banc affirmed 
on May 29 the decision of its sec- 
ond division that Imperial was 
the duly elected mayor of the city, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


Across the NATION 
SC stops Comelec on order vs Legazpi City mayor 


having garnered 33,861 votes as 
against Rosal's 31,673. 

The city's board of canvassers 
had declared Rosal the winner 
with 44,277 votes over Imperial 
who got 33,275. 

Of Rosal's votes, 14,067 were 
invalidated by the Comelec divi- 
sion, composed of Commission- 


ers Florentino Tuazon and Meloh 
Sadain, whose term of office ex- 
pired early February. 

“1 thank the Supreme Court for 
ganting my appeal based on its merits 
and 1 hope it wil be enlightened by 
giving the teachers a chance to present 
the true picture,” Rosal said. Ephraim 
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BINCGONLALSIPO MINDANAO Buhay, 
GRADE 3 teacher Paz Orantes, of the Piedad Central Elementary 
‘School in Toril, Davao City, cleans her classroom in a scene that was 


Í repeated nationwide prior to the opening of classes. 


100,000 pupils 
(to benefit from 
free lunch plan 


By Romy G. Amarado 


g PDI Visayas Bureau 


...children 


DUMAGUETE CITY—STARTING JULY, MORE 
than 100,000 pupils in public elementary 
schools in Negros Oriental willbe given free 
lunch every school day. 

Aleli Abne, Negros Oriental Schools Divi 
sion superintendent, said the massive feeding 
program, estimated to cost P40 million, 
would provide free lunch to some 135,000 
pupils studying in the divisions 527 public el- 
ementary schools. 

Rep. Herminio Teves, who pushed for thé 
program, said he was given assurance by Rep» 
Tesentatives Jacinto Paras and Emilio Macias 
Hof financial support. 

"The provincial government is also expected 


will learn 


they are 
well fed...’ 
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it's time — flies. 


to support the project as it has been imple! 
menting a feeding program, although not as 
comprehensive as the one to be implemented: 
this school year, Abne said. 


Poor grades 
Abne said Teves proposed the program out 
of concern over the dismal performance of 
j public elementary school pupils of the 
province in different regional, national and: 
international achievement tests 

Teves said children would learn better if fed! 
well. He also wants to make the program his 
legacy to the province, according to a source 
close to the lawmaker. 

Abne said that with the feeding program? 
the pupils would not only be served nutritious! 
meals for lunch but would also stay in school 
for their afternoon classes. 

Inthe past, she said, many pupils, especiallyt 
those living in remote areas, would no longer 
show up for afternoon classes after they gor 
home at noon because of the distance. 

Under the program, Abne said pupils will have! 
a45-minute reading session after lunch break. 

‘Abne said that aside from the financial asi 
sistance from the congressmen and the 
provincial government, the schools division: 
hoped to sustain the program though its earn’ 
t ings from its Gulayan at Palaisdaan Alay sa 
Kabataan (GPAK) program. 1 

The GPAK program, which has won for tha; 

province the Galing Pook Award for 2005, 

will be intensified this year, Abnesaid. 4 


асаа 


Fish, vegetable income 
She said individual public elementary 

schools were expected to generate income frome 
the sale of vegetables and fish grown or raised, 
under the GPAK. The program has been instiru:, 
tionalized by the provincial government in all, 

t public schools in Negros Oriental. 

| Insome areas, transportation costs are the! 
concem of students, 

In Baguio City, students said the fare dis;, 
count given them was fair and they were opi 
posing attempts to freeze or discard the dis~ 
counts. 

About 20 students joined members of the, 
transport group Piston in a noise barrage di, 
rected ata gasoline station near the Igorot Par 
to rally people into campaigning for the abolis, 
tion of the oil deregulation law, which they, 


2)70- 20+ 8881 
revel Agent nearest you, j 


said was the cause of increasing oil prices. 
With a report from Vincent Cabreza, PDI, 
Northern Luzon Bureau j 
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LOLO CITY THE CATHOLIC Bih- 
dps Conference of the Philippines has 
Called for the defense of human life 
“amid the spate of killings of activists, 
#umaliss, defenders of the poor sus- 
‘ected as communists and even po- 
кешел and Army soldiers. 

In pastoral statement titled 
i Us Keep Human Life Sacred,” 
BCP president and Jaro Arch- 
Bishop Angel Lagdameo said the 
Bishops had been disturbed by 
he killings, particularly cited the 
death of Sotero Llamas, who was 
identified as a peace adviser. 

$ Such alarming number of vic- 
фт “is a sad commentary of our 
country and government which 

rant to abolish death penalty,” 
Said the statement, which was re- 
[based Tuesday. 

Bishop Leonardo Medroso also led 

clergy of the Diocese of Borongan 

Г Fastem Samar yesterday in de- 
founcing the series of killings that 
фай terified the capital town and 
severe in the past few months. 
У Medroso said the government 
should now take a serious look on 
this long bypassed issue. "Its quite 
ironic that President Macapagal- 
Arroyo has been pushing for the 
abolition of the death penalty and 
yet death occurs everywhere, 
killers go scot-free, and killings re- 
main unsolved,” he added. 


Eastern Samar slays 

“We Filipinos value life. But if we 
indeed have a high regard for life, 
then why is it treated so cheaply 
among ш?” Medroso and the 
Borongan dergy said ina statement. 

‘They raised concern that the 
killings and attempted assassina- 
tions of militants on Samar Island 


Disruptions 
reported as 
result of 

attack alert 


JOLO, SULU--THE ALERT ISSUED 
by the US military for a supposed 
attack by the Abu Sayyaf here has 
inconvenienced Sulu residents. 

‘Among them was Dr. Emily 
Jalani, chief of the Pangutaran 
hospital. 

Jalani said she was trying to 
enter the Integrated Provincial 
Hospital Office (Ipho) on Mon- 
day when Philippine Marines 
barred her “because of security 
threats.” 

“I was supposed to attend an 
emergency appointment,” Jalani 
said indisgust. 

А police officer told the Ingu- 
ра that because of the alert, class- 
es were also disrupted. 

Pendatun Madjilun, who 
‘works for a Chinese-Filipino busi- 
nessman, said his boss was very 
worried about the advisory. 

“What if it was true? They 
could become the target,” Mad- 
jilun said. 

Residents of the port area also. 
complained that they could not 
fetch water because the police 
headquarters, where the faucet is, 
was also declared off limits to civil- 
ians, 

‘They said policemen would not 
allow them inside the headquar- 
ters, 

“Ies all in their minds,” Amirul 
Ekong, who begged but failed to 
get water, said, 

Broadcaster Sally Jamasali of 
Radyo ng Bayan said she was 


had been “well-planned, system- 
atic and relentlessly focused" on 
specific targets. 

Medroso issued the statement in 
the wake of Sundays killing of David 
Costuna, 48, a member of the party- 
list group Bayan Muna and chair of 
Barangay Balud in Borongan, and 
his drinking companion, Arcadio 
Macale, 60, president of the local 
barangay agrarian reform council. 

Costuna and Macale were at- 
tending the wake of Costuna's 
godchild in Balud when they were 
shot several times with an M-16 ri- 
fle by a man wearing a bonnet. 

Since last year, 10 militant leaders 
in Eastem Visayas have been shot 
dead by stil unidentified assailants. 

Medroso said he and the clergy 
shared the moral stand of the 
CBCP that "itis not right that peo- 
ple be killed simply because their 
political belief differ from ours.” 


Message to killers 
‘Their statement was addressed 
to the perpetrators of the killings, 
political leaders, police and mili- 
tary officers, members of leftlean- 
ing groups, and ordinary citizens. 
"To the killers, it said: “Listen to the 
Lord in the voice of your conscience, 
uphold human life, and submit your- 
selves to the demands of justice." 
Itcalled on the government, police 
and military authorities to "dispel the 
doud of doubt and suspicion that 
have overshadowed your reputation 
in the wake of the unsolved killings 
and be true protectors ofthe people." 
‘Those in leftleaning movements 
"were told to also uphold the sanctity 
of human life because "respect for 
Gi) is not only the obligation of those 
who profess faith in God but also of 
those who believe that the right to 
life Б a fundamental human right.” 
Medroso and his clergy asked 
the public to shun indifference. 
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‘CBCP calls for stop to killings « of militants ' 


Bishops say human life [ 
should be kept sacred n 


m 


LEFTIST militants bring their protests to the doorsteps ofthe police headquarters in Camp Crame, decrying police inefficiency in the wake of 
aseties of killings of their colleagues, mostly in the provinces. The militants blamed the killings on a government policy to declare leftists as 


terrorists. 


‘The death of an Eastern Samarefio 
or a fellow human being "dimin- 
ishes us all for we are just one hu- 
man family" they said. 

Lagdameo, for his рап, said the 
CBCP was not only concerned about 
the victims who had not been or 
"were not given chances to defend 
themselves in court, but also for their 
immediate families who were "sud- 
denly and unhappily let orphans.” 

“Whoever are the perpetrators, 
and whatever is the cause, the 
victims-irrespective of any ideol- 


ogy they profess—are still sub- 
jects of human rights and are en- 
titled to due process in an unbi- 
ased court,” said Lagdameo. 


Cycle of violence 

‘The CBCP head said it was not 
right that people were killed sim- 
ply because they had different 
"political beliefs” or were sus- 
pected of being "subversives" or 
of plotting against the govem- 
‘ment. 

“The killings leave deep scars 


APHOTO handout ofthe US Army shows US Navy Lt. Robert Senko, of the hospital ship USNS Mercy, 
checking the eye of patient Wella Laurente during a medical mission at tHe Kumafarang Elementary 
School in Isabela, Basilan, one of the sites of the US armed forces’ medical mission, THERENCEKONIE 


held at the gate of the police 
headquarters when she tried to 
enter Monday morning. 

The radio station is inside the 
police compound and Jamasali 
was on her way to host her daily 
program. 

SSgt. Shouki Forbes, informa- 
tion officer of the Joint Special 
Operations Task Force, said the 
threat was real and that Filipino 
and American security forces were 
just adopting stricter measures. 

Reporters covering the visit of 
the US ship Mercy Mission saw 


American doctors, health care 
givers, engineers and techni- 
cians, moving around in heavy 
protective coverings. 

“Tes for their protection, and 
they are used to that,” said Army 
Capt. Abe Sirajan, information 
officer of the Joint Task Force 
Comet and chief of the Jolo Inter- 
nal Defense Force (ЛОР) 

Panglima Estino Mayor Munib 
Estino said the adoption of the 
“unnecessary security measure 
was sending a wrong message to 
other people.” 


“Who would ever believe that 
the seeds of peace were planted 
in Sulu when you see all uni- 
formed personnel, whether Fil- 
ipinos or Americans, in heavy 
metal gear moving around 
town?” Estino said. 

‘The US military, quoting multi- 
ple sources, said the Abu Sayyaf, 
а group with links to the terror 
network al-Qaida, was planning 
to launch attacks on American 
troopers in Jolo within 48 hours. 
Julie Alipala, PDI Mindanao Bu- 
reau 


Japanese firm defends exec on Bataan raps 


A JAPANESE FIRM THAT WON A 
contract to build the P21-billion 
Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway 
yesterday came to the defense of 
its top official in the country who 
had been declared persona non 
grata by the provincial board of 
Bataan. 

Ina letter to the Bases Con- 
version Development Authority, 
Akmichi Hamajima, general 
manager of Obayashi Corp.'s of- 
fice in the Philippines, said his 
firm had investigated the 
charges against Kazuhico 
Chabayashi and found them 
baseless. 


Chabayashi is the firm's project 
manager in charge of the Bataan 
segment of the expressway pro- 
ject, 

“Based on the present situa- 
tion, it appears that sending Mr. 
Chabayashi away at this time 
would aggravate the current situ- 
ation, instead of helping to im- 
prove it,” said Hamajima in his 
letter to the BCDA. 

The provincial board of Bi 
‘aan has declared Chabayashi 
persona non grata for his al- 
leged refusal to pay taxes to sev- 
eral local government units in 
the province and the province it- 


self 

The provincial government is 
asking the Japanese firm to pay 
local taxes for hauling filling ma- 
terials extracted from various 
quarrying sites in Bataan. 

In his letter, Hamajima said re- 
moving Chabayashi from the 
Philippines in response to the 
provincial board's resolution 
“would further mislead the 
Bataan provincial officials rather 
than clarify the much muddled is- 
sues,” 

He said an investigation 
made by his office revealed 
that Bataan officials were fed 


1 


false information that led to 
thedeclaration of the Japanese 
executive as persona non gra- 
ta. 

Chabayashi, according to the 
letter, “has made serious efforts 
and taken proper action to com- 
ply fully with the requirements 
imposed by the provincial gov- 
ernment.” 

Obayashi Corp. is the princi- 
pal Japanese contracto "in 
charge of the Bataan segment of 
the 90-km expressway project 
that the government seej as a 
catalyst to progress in Central 
Luzon, 


on the memory of people espe- 
cially members of their families 
which no amount of talk about 
national security will completely 
erase. This is a sin against life, a 
sin against human dignity, Hu- 
man life, whose ever it is, is sa- 
cred. Retribution and vengeance 
simply perpetuates the cycle of vi- 
lence,” stressed Lagdameo. 

He added: “If we are to work 
out our salvation and transforma- 
tion as a nation, we must begin 
with our Gospel faith which tells 
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us what our perspective on hu- 
man life and our task in its re- 
gard.” 

Quoting the late Pope John 
Paul П, Lagdameo reiterated a 
call to uphold the sacredness of 
life. 

"Do not killl Do not prepare de- 
struction and extermination for 
men! Think of your brothers and 
sisters who are suffering hunger 
and misery! Respect each one's 
dignity and freedom!" said Lag- 
dameo. 


Philippine Eagle 


sighted in forests of 
Leyte national park | 


By Vicente S. Labro 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY— 
Despite the destruc- 
tion wrought on its 
habitat, rhe Philip- 
pine Eagle continues. 
to soar the skies of 
Eastern Visayas. 

‘An eagle watch team 
of the Department of 
Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources, which 
has been monitoring 
the whereabouts of the 
majestic bird, said it 
would verify reports 
that a Philippine Eagle 
was sighted in Burauen 
town in Leyte, 

Amulio Мијат, 
team leader of the 
Regional Eagle Watch Team, said 
the team was shifting its search of 
the national bird from rugged 
Samar Island to a forested area in 
Leyte province after they re- 
ceived reports of the national 
bird's presence in the vicinity of 
the Mahagnao National Park in 
Barangay Mahagnao. 

Viojan said the first report the 
team received was of a bigger ser- 
pent eagle in October 2004. P 
ple said they saw the eagle flying 
or perched on trees in the Mahag- 
naoarea. 

“On June 24, 2005, 1 saw this 
(bird) but only in passing. It was 
really a big bird and there is a big 
possibility that it was a Philippine 
Eagle,” Viojan said 

In March, the team conducted a 
survey in Burauen after receiving 
reports of the eagles presence 
there. But the team did not en- 
counter the bird. 

Viojan told the Inquire the 
team would again conduct a sur- 
vey in Mahagnao this month after 
the celebration of Philippine Ea- 
gle Week on June 4-10. 

‘The celebration, which is man- 
dated by Presidential Proclama- 
tion No. 79 dated Feb. 24, 1999, 
seeks to “instill into the minds of 
the Filipino people the Impor- 
tance of the Philippine Eagle as а 
biological indicator of the forest 
ecosystems, as a national symbol 
and as a unique heritage," 

More than a dozen Philippine 


a 


Bieb, 


ае 


Specs. 


Eagles were reported to have been 
sighted in the region since the 
group was organized in 1993. But 
so far, the team had confirmed on- 
ly five of the sightings, all on 
Samar Island. 

‘These were in Mt. Nahulopan 
in Barangay San Rafael, Taft, 
Eastern Samar; Mt. Huraw in San 
Jose de Buan, Samar; Mt. Loblob 
in San Rafael near the boundary 
of Taft and Sulat towns, both in 
Eastern Samar, Mt. Guintubli in 
Barangay San Miguel, Maslog, 
Eastern Samar; and Mt. Capo- 
toan in Barangay San Isidro, Las 
Navas, Northern Samar, 

It was on the island that a 
British naturalist got the first 
specimen of the mighty eagle. On 
June 13, 1896, a male Philippine 
Eagle was recovered in the jun- 
gles of Bonga, an interior village 
of Paranas, Samar. Six months 
later, the specimen found its way 
to London where British ornithol- 
ogists saw for the first time the 
majestic Philippine Eagle, which 
became to be known as the mon- 
key-eating eagle. 

Viojan attributed the existence 
ofthe eagles in Samar today to its 
remaining vast forests. 

The Philippine Eagle (Pithe- 
cophaga jefferyi) was declared the 
national bird on July 4, 1994 by 
virtue of Presidential Proclama- 
tion No. 615. Itsymbolizes efforts 
to conserve and protect the coun- 
try's remaining forests. 
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ARAJ NBI warns vs new drug 
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Cheaper illegal substance more dangerous 


INGREDIENT used in making shabu confiscated during an 
entrapment operation last Monday in Quiapo, Manila. p cuno Punzalan 


Cops hunt 
down officer 
in buy-bust 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


А POLICE OFFICIAL IS NOW THE SUBJECT 
of a massive manhunt after agents of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation (NBI) seized 
P160 million worth of ephedrine, a basic ingre- 
dient in the manufacture of shabu, from two of 
his alleged companions during a buy-bust op- 
eration in Quiapo, Manila, on Monday. 

NBI acting director Nestor Mantaring said 
Insp. Roderick Baguno, of the Philippine Na- 
tional Police Region VI office, allegedly pro- 
vided his accomplices with 108 kilos of 
ephedrine. Mantaring added that Baguno was 
with the police team that raided a Quezon 
City warehouse in June 2005, where P1.6 bil- 
lion worth of ephedrine was recovered. 

Baguno may have taken some of the 
ephedrine seized during the raid, NBI Anti-ll- 
legal “Drugs Task Force commander Ruel 
Lasala told reporters yesterday. 
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By Margaux C. Ortiz 


FOR DRUG PEDDLERS AND USERS IN POOR 
communities affected by the government's in- 
tensified campaign against illegal drugs, des- 
perationis the mother of invention. 

Officials of the National Bureau of Investi- 
gation (NBI) yesterday said that a relatively 
new drug called “wata” which stands for 
walang tama (no high) is becoming popular 
among users of shabu or methamphetamine 
hydrochloride. 

“Wata” became popular not too long ago 
when successive government raids led to the 


discovery of several big-time shabu laborato- 
ries, forcing drug peddlers to formulate a new 
drug. “Its ingredients are still unknown, We 
have yet to conduct a test to determine the 
drug's composition,” NBI Reaction, Arrest and 
Interdiction Division (RAID) chief Roel Boli- 
var said in an interview yesterday. 

“The scarceness of shabu has led drug ped- 
dlers and users to make their own concoc- 
tions,” NBI Anti-Illegal Drugs Task Force com- 
mander Ruel Lasala said. He warned, howev- 
er, that the combination of incomplete chemi- 
cals could endanger the lives of wata" users. 

Bolivar said they have received reports that 


“wata” has gained popularity in poor commu- 
nities in Quezon City and Manila. 

"Users experience a tightening of the throat. 
and extreme irritation of the nose during 'wa- 
ta’ sessions," he added. 

Some claimed that the “wata” they sniffed 
contained baking soda, while others said the 
drugs ingredients included sulfur powder 
and even bathroom deodorizers mixed with a 
little shabu. 

Bolivar said “wata” could be bought for 
P10,000 per “bulto” (five grams). The same 
amount of shabu, according to the NBI offi- 
cial, now costs P30,000. 
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Most Metro 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


Expte 


ALL PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILD- 
ings in Metro Manila can be safe- 
ly used by students, except for 
two structures in the City of 
Manila which have sustained : 
structural damage, according to + 
the Department of Public Works 
and Highways. 

The DPWH Task Force on Build- 
ing Inspection has recommended 
for demolition a four-story build- 
ing housing 64 classrooms at the 
Manuel Roxas High School in Paco 
and another four-story building 
with 39 classrooms at the Araullo 
High School in Ermita. 

Emmanuel Cuntapay, task 
force vice chair and director of 
the National Building Code De- 
velopment Office, said that apart 
from the two school buildings, 
they have not ordered any other 
structure to be vacated. 

But he stressed that local build- 
ing officials, in coordination with 
the DPWH, must undertake an 
immediate detailed evaluation of 
the 49 other public school build- 
ings listed by the task force as vul- 
nerable to strong earthquakes. 

Cuntapay said this was neces- 
sary to determine how these 
structures could be strengthened 
or improved. 


Preparing 
Jor Big One 


3 By Jocelyn P. Dimaculangan 
PREDICTING WHEN AND. 
where the next Big One will 
occur may be impossible but 
you can prepare for earth- 
‘quakes to ensure that you 
and your family will be safe. 

With the country sitting 
on what is commonly re- 
ferred to as the Pacific “Ring 
of Fire"—a zone around the 
Pacific Ocean basin where 
quakes and volcanic erup- 
tions frequently occur--ev- 
eryone should prepare sur- 
vival kits that would en- 
hance their chances of sur- 
vival should a calamity or 
disaster to occur. 


PUPILS at the Batasan Hills Elementary School in Quezon City hold 
slabs of concrete that fell from the ceiling of their damaged 
classroom. The students have been shunted to other rooms ata safer 
site on the school grounds. pee 


At the top of the task force list 
of public schools in need of struc- 
tural reevaluation were Manila 
High School, Batasan Hills Ele- 
mentary School and Carlos Albert 
High School, all in Quezon City, 
and the Cecilio Apostol Elemen- 
tary School in Caloocan City. 

The DPWH is in charge of in- 
specting public buildings while 
local government units are re- 
sponsible for determining the 
structural integrity of private 
structures. 

Elena Batusan, the principal of 
the Manuel Roxas High School, 


said the 4,000 students who used 
to hold classes at the damaged 
building have been moved to oth- 
er buildings. 

The school has 5,200 students. 
Cuntapay said makeshift class- 
rooms would also be built on the 
school grounds to accommodate 
the displaced students. 

‘Among the structural damage 
that the DPWH had observed 
while inspecting the four-story 
school building were cracks on its 
girders, beams, columns, stairs 
and ceiling. 

Some of the damage was 
caused by the July 1990 earth- 
8 quake. The task force had also re- 


- eos € a VETAT] ported that the third and fourth 


floors would vibrate whenever 
"DIGITAL 
Delighting You Always 


Survival kit 

Every member of the fam- 
ily should know where these 
survival kits are stored. Ac- 
cording to data compiled by 
Reynaldo de Dios, risk and 
insurance management con- 
sultant, each kit should con- 
tain the following: 

© Drinking water (mini- 
mum of one gallon per per- 
son per day); 

* First aid supplies, 
medicine and essential hy- 
giene items such as soap, 
toothpaste and toilet paper; 

* Extra light bulbs, 
emergency light or flash 
light with extra batteries; 

ө Battery-operated radio 
and spare batteries; 

* Canned and packaged 


UN Avenue, Manila. 


vehicles passed by a nearby road, 
Building funds 


Cuntapay said a new building 
would be built once the old one 
was demolished. He estimated 
that construction would take 18 
months at a cost of P80 million. 
Funding would come from Presi- 
dent Mscapagal-Arroyo orthe lo. | food, ooking utensils, in- 
ерин cluding а manual can open- 

Officials at the Araullo High | © 
School, however, were not in fa- 
vor of demolishing the affected 
school building. 

Although the structure is no 
longer used by students, school 
principal Angela Ong said the 
school has undertaken enough 
retrofitting measures—like 
putting up temporary steel sup- 
ports—to make it safe to use 
again. 

‘Among the damage the DPWH 

. task force had reported during its 
inspection of the four-story struc- 
ture were cracks on girders, 
beams and slabs, partly due to the. 
July 1990 earthquake. 


Third party 

Cuntapay believes the building 
should be demolished, but Ong 
disagrees. "We should be more ju- 
dicious,” Ong told Cuntapay 
when he visited the school yester- 
day. She also insisted that the DP- 
‘Wi recommendation be taken up 
with the local government. 

Cuntapay said he would get 
the opinion of a third party. “Ме 
might have antagonized the city 
of Manila, but we can never bar- 
gain on safety issues,” he added. 

“If we just retrofit the building, 
we might prolong its life for only 
a few years. But if we build a new 
one, its life span could be 50 
years. That would be better for 
the students,” he stressed 
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DIGITAL SLR SYSTEM. 


© Warm clothing, sturdy 
shoes, extra socks and blan- 
ket 

© Heavy duty plastic. 
bags for storing waste; 

* Work gloves or any 
heavy-duty gloves for pro- 
tection; and 

* Copies of important 
documents such as insur- 
ance policies and personal 
identification cards. 
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2004: World's fastest Digital SLR 


2006: World's largest Interchangeable Lens System 


Contingency 

Following the killer quake 
in Indonesia, officials have 
urged the publicto be pre- 
pared for any contingency, 
especially since experts have 
monitored strong seismic 
activity in the Asia-Pacific 
Rim in the past 18 months. 

Astudy conducted in 
2004 by the Philippine Insti- 
tute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs), Of- 
fice ofCivil Defense and the 
Japan International Corp. 
Agency revealed that should 
an earthquake with an in- 
tensity of 7.2on the Richter 
Scale hit Metro Manila, 
thousands could be killed or 
injured. 


Retrofitting 

De Dios said buildings in 
Manila can undergo 
retrofitting or be subjected 
toa technique used by struc- 
tural engineers to improve 
its structural integrity. 

De Dios has been actively 
campaigning for the cre- 
ation of an earthquake in- 
surance pool similar to that 
being implemented in Japan 
and Turkey. 

"This pool, composed of 
nonlife insurance compa- 


World's first in global sales 
Today, EOS is the world's No.1-seling Digital 
SUL system In terms of global sales. Through 
‘aur multiple world's first achievements, we've 
established Industry benchmarks that other 
camara makers strive to follow. Much of this 
succoss can be attributed to the development 
of proprietary products and technologies. And 
in today's fast-moving world of digital 
photography, you can keep trusting the EOS 
Digital SLR Systom to keep you ahead in every 
aspect of photographic technology. 


World's fastest Digital SLR 
When the Canon EOS-10 Mart N and 
Tooting spond of 8.5 Yaman par second 


World's firsts in lenses with Diffractive 
Optical (DO) Elements 

(EF doom PADO S USM uat mana 200, ta те то 
фм от rs wo DO вата (EF 70300m 4556 DO IS 
[Usk шерлав тоот ara] wor шилей 2004 DO amats 
зор conclu roma mamats tace карата mage 
omar wan hgh reason and consent А Do samo ta, 
ay stow este © ta gestr reduce in lng aa вод 
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EB Improvements 
` Cuntapay also stressed that 
public school buildings should 
undertake improvements that 
would ensure the safety of stu- 
dents not only during quakes but 
in other emergencies such as a 
fire or stampede. “Its not only 
earthquakes that we have to wor- 

ry about,” he said. 
Cuntapay pointed out that 
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principals need to remove the 
iron grills at the entrance and ex- 
its of school buildings as these 
could hamper movement during 
an evacuation. 

“We know they're using these 
as a deterrent against thieves, but 
these are important factors to 
consider when there is an evacua- 
tion,” he said. 

Luminous signs pointing to the 
exits were also necessary, as well 
as a floor plan of the school and 
open spaces on the grounds 
where children would be able to 


nies, is not just for profit. It's 
basically a pooling of re- 
sources just in case a major 
earthquake happens,” he ex- 
plained. 


gather safely, away from power 
lines. 

Cuntapay said that the majori- 
ty of school buildings they in- 
spected did not have these provi- 
sions. 

“Building administrators 
should know their responsibili- 
ties," he added. 
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BAGHDAD, IRAQ—A SMALL 
group of US Maries alleged to 
have killed up to two dozen Iraqi 
civilians conducted a house-to- 
house hunt that stretched over 
three hours, while other Marines 
in Haditha did not intervene, ac- 
cording to an Iraqi human rights 
investigator. 

The Associated Press interview 
of the activistis the most detailed 
account yet of Iraqi accusations 
that Marines went on a rampage 
after a comrade was killed by a 
bomb. Two separate US military 
investigations of the incident are 
under way. 


States and has 


the world, 


Tarnished image 

Thaer al-Hadithi, а member 
and spokesperson for the Ham- 
murabi human rights association, 
a Sunni Muslim group, recounted 
with the help of a satellite map 
when and where Iraqi civilians 
cowered and sometimes died. 

The case, which came to public 
attention two months ago be- 


occurred. 


cause of a video released by the 
Hammurabi group, is threatening 
to further weaken popular sup- 
portforthe Iraq war in the United. 


tarys image in Iraq and around 


Deliberate gunfire 

‘The military, after initially say- 
ing the Iraqi deaths were the re- 
sult of the roadside bomb and a 
subsequent gunfight with insur- 
gents, has not publicly released 
updated findings. 

But newer accounts, including 
details from briefings to members 
of Congress, have indicated at 
least some of the 24 deaths were 
the result of deliberate gunfire by 
a small group of Marines seeking 
revenge for the bombing, and 
that their actions were covered 
up by other Marines in the area 
who knew or suspected what had 


Iraq also has ordered its own 
probe of the killings, with Prime 
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Minister Nouri al-Maliki using 
unusually strong language to 
condemn them. 

 A-Hadithi's account is mostly 
in line with other, eyewitness re- 
ports. He said he expanded his 
personal observations at the time 
"with follow-up interviews of oth- 
er witnesses who saw actions that 
he could not see from his house. 
He made repeated visits to the 
restive town to get information, 
he said. 


AlHadithi, 42, said he had 
been visiting his family in Ha- 
ditha in western Iraq fora Muslim 
holiday when he was awakened 
on the morning of Nov. 19 by an 
explosion that he later learned to 
be a roadside bomb that hit a US 
convoy of four Humvees, killing 
one Marine. 

A native of the town, al-Ha- 
dithi was an administrator in Ha- 
ditha's main hospital before he 
took leave to work with Ham- 
murabi, which was set up 16 
monthsago. 


family home. 


tarnished the mili- Hi 


First gunshots 


the Internet. 


Explosion 

Hammurabi chair Abdul-Rah- 
man al-Mashhadani told the AP on 
Tuesday that his group was investi- 
gating other violations of Iraqi civil 
Tights by Westem forces in the Marines, enraged by the death of 
mainly Sunni Arab provinces of a comrade, stormed nearby 
Anbar and Salaheddin to the west homes, killing occupants as well 
and north of Baghdad. He said ће аз the driver and four passengers 
group also was looking into viola- ofa taxi. 
tions by Iraqi security forces, mili _Al-Hadithi offered new details 
tias and tribal clans. on how that might have hap- 

"We are also against terror. pened. He said the roadside 
ism" he said. bombing took place on a road 


Enraged Marines 
According to US lawmakers 
briefed by Pentagon officials, the 


dithi said. 
Rsayef and his family. 


home,” 
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about 100-150 meters from his 


“There was an eerie silence af- 
ter the explosion,” he said in 
lammurabi's Baghdad offices. 


“Then, we started to hear nois- 
es, soldiers shouting, that grew 
louder and louder,” said al-Ha- 
dithi, who spoke with a map of 
the town he downloaded from 


The first gunshots were heard 
at around 7:30 am., he said, 
when the Marines moved into the 
family home of Abdul-Hamid 
Hassan Ali, a blind and elderly 
man in failing health. The house 
is just south of the spot where the 
roadside bomb went off, al-Ha- 


Later, the Marines moved next 
door to the house of Younis Salem 


"There was intense gunfire and 
I could see a fire at the Rsayef 
said al-Hadithi, 


Haditha horror spread over 3 hours, says prober 


watched from a window at his 
family home. 

One of the 24 bodies taken to 
Haditha's main hospital late on 
Nov. 19 was charred, according to 
Walid Abdul-Hameed al-Obeidi, 
the hospital director. That was 
believed to be one of Rsayef's 
sons, who witnesses said was 
burned to death after a grenade 
was thrown into his room. 


Family slaughtered 

Ali and his wife Khamisa 
Toamah Ali were killed along 
with three of their sons, a daugh- 
terindaw and a grandson, ac- 
cording to witnesses, hospital of- 
ficials and human rights workers. 

In the second home, eight peo- 
ple were killed: Rsayef, his wife, 
her sister and five children, 

“You could tell that someone 
was killed by the gunfire and then 
. the wailing and screaming of 

women seconds after the Ameri- 
cans left the house," said al-Ha- 


who dithi. 


Undated photo shows Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej ascending to 
the throne at the Royal Palace in Bangkok. Thailand begins three 
days of solemn religious rites on June 9 to honor King Bhumibal's 
60th year on the throne, leading up to celebrations next week with 
royalty from 25 nations. 
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blood pressure, ACE inhibitors, may cause birth 
defects if taken during the frst three months of 
pregnancy, doctors are reporting. Pregnant women 
and those who are planning to become pregnant 
should avoid the drugs, the researchers and offi 
cials at the Food and Drug Administration warn. 

ACE inhibitors have long been known to 
cause birth defects if taken later in pregnancy, 
but until now were considered safe if taken in 
the first trimester. 


Increased risks 

The new information comes from a study of 
the medical records of 29,507 infants, being 
published Thursday in The New England Jour- 
nal of Medicine by researchers from Vanderbilt 
University and Boston University. The. study 
found 209 infants who had been exposed to the 
drugs in the first trimester, 18 of whom had 
birth defects, i half, the heart was affected. 

The rate of defects among infants exposed to 
the drugs was 2.7 times that of infants who were 
not. Infants whose mothers had taken other 
blood pressure medicines had no increased risk. 

Although the number of affected babies 
was small, Dr. Robert Temple, an associate di- 
rector of the Center for Drug Evaluation and 
Research at the FDA, said the 2.7-fold in- 
crease in risk was “moderately large,” and 
added, “Thisis important enough and impres- 
sive enough to tell people about.” 


1.4 million prescriptions 

Tor now, Temple said, the agency does not 
plan to require changes in ACE inhibitor pre- 
scribing information. He said the FDA needed 
to study the new data further to decide 
whether changes were necessary. 

ACE inhibitors, or inhibitors of angiotensin- 
converting-enzyme, are among the most widely 
used drugs to treat high blood pressure, with 
about 42 million prescriptions written a year. 

‘The new study's main author, Dr. William 
©. Cooper, a Vanderbilt pediatrician, said 
women of childbearing age received 1.4 mil- 
lion prescriptions for the drugs in 1995. By 
2002, the number was 2.7 million, — NYT 


www.subicbay.com.ph 


Kumon's unique approach to learning has 
helped change the lives of children around the 
word. What is unknown to many is that 
Kumon has changed the lives of others as well. 
People like Roanna Santos, who four years ago, 
chose to become a Kumon instructor and 
franchisee. 


Today, Teacher Roanna's Kumon Center helps 
more than 200 students build life skills by 
making the learning of math and reading a 
partnership not just between student and 
instructor, but more importantly between the 
children and their parents. 


We welcome franchise inquiries from all over the 
Philippines, especially in the following areas: 
Batangas: Bohol: Meycauayan, Bulacan: Malolos, 
Bulacan: Caloocan; Camarines Norte: lloilo; 
Cabuyao, Laguna; Pangasinan; Zambales; Tagum, 
Davao del Norte. 


Please call us at (02) 885-0226, Outside 


Registration will start 30 minutes before the seminar. 
There will be a proficiency test in Mathematics and 
English after the orientation. Interviews may be 
scheduled in the afternoon, Please note that the seminar 
room in the Office is rather cold so please bring a jacket 
ora shawl. 


Emall us at inquirles@kumon.com.ph 


Kumon Philippines Inc.,19th Floor Philamlife Tower 


Philippine 


8767 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 
wwwkumon.com.ph 


Metro Manila, our toll-free number is 1800-1888-0231. 
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Please bring the following Items to the. 
Orientation: 
T.Comprehenslve Resume with 2x2 photo 
(preferably with white background), 
2.A copy of identification card (D) 
of present or past employment (ront and back) 
З.А copy of your qualification certificates 
(le.diploma, Board certificates}. 
4. Writing materials (pen and paper). 
T сунет 
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Probe: Europe aided CIA on secret jails 


PARIS—MORE THAN 20 MOSTLY EUROPEAN 
countries colluded in a “global spider’s web” of se- 
cret CIA jails and flight transfers of terrorist sus- 
pects stretching from Asia to Guantanamo Bay, a 
rights watchdog said on Wednesday. 

Council of Europe investigator 
Dick Marty said the US Central 
Intelligence Agency’s well-oiled 
system did not involve torture but 


amounted to a form of “legal and 
judicial apartheid” that could ex- 


acerbate Muslim and 
spawm new terrorists 

The United States maintained 
a Stance of neither denying nor 
confirming the allegations but 
challenged the credibility of the 


anger 


Council of Europe's report. Some 
European governments denied 
breaking laws, while others were 
silent or went on the attack. 

European governments have 
faced embarrassing allegations 
‘over cooperation with US policies 
‘unpopular with domestic opin- 
ion. It has fueled perceptions 
some were ready to ignore na- 
tional laws due to US pressure to 
back the war on terrorism. 

‘Marty said in the report many of 
the Councils 46 member states had 


thusiasts, confidential sources and 
flight records had helped him par- 
tially lifta "veil of silence.” 

“Tt is now clear—although we are 
still far from having established the 
‘whole truth—that authorities in sev- 
ега] European countries actively par- 
ticipated with the CIA in these un- 
lawful activities,” said Marty. 

“Other countries ignored them 
knowingly, or did not want to 
know,” he said, adding he had 


Good Value for Money 
at Victoria Towers! 
48% Lower Than Competitors 
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New San Jose Builders, Inc., 
one of the premiere players in the 
real estate industry proved that it 
can be easy putting “beauty and 
brains” together, With the recent..., 

|... project, Victoria Towers ( a three » 
2% Etower residential property along 
"Pariay cor Timog Avenue) offer . 
buyers aniue opportunity to 
E own a quality property ina prime * 
Досан wil afi fable’ peur 
lexible terms and conditions. 
ae a GN og, A 
Rey-.L. Vergara, : President 
Lof New- San’ “Jose 'Builders,:: 
‘company's strategy: “Through 
i the years, we have been building , 
f affordable but quality projects. | 
believed that the greatest strength | 
and opportunity of our company ; 
"that keeps us going pong even: 
in the most difficult times lies on; 
our capability to develop projects.. ` 
Lat the least possible cost and at; 


| е: developer, büilder, planner?z 
rand: marketing, we are -capable 
Боғ offering almost 48% lower 
: than competitors within the area 
but not sacrificing the quality of 
Ethe projects. We don't have any 
| "add-on" cost because we practi: 
«ally do everything from concep- 
#tualization of plans and designs, 
Econstruction and marketing, so 
Eour buyers get really good value 
for their hard earned money.” 


=- Vergara ‘also takes pride in 
* building projects faster than what 
#has been accepted of finishing 
j projects within five years. 
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the soonest possible time, Being... 


“Our track record showed that 
by being the contractors, we can 
complete. the construction from 
bight months tq two years de- 
pending on the size of the per 
&cti We have a pool of depend- 
Able, hürdworking and well -ex- 


pue iced Workers. 


il 
i des always afford to 
Speed tip construction ріпаку 
becáuse we. can finance ||: with- 
out necessarily having to depenid. 
onthe buyers’ monthly amorti 
‘tion, Buyers are guaranteed of a 
fast turnover rate. The long wait 
is over": Vergara said... 

тїш 
at Victoria Towers! a i di 


3 r5 à 
4 Inc. shared the rationale of the [| “Victoria Towers is the single: 


ibiggest condominium project we : 
(have right now.'lt's still. along; 
the lines of the previous condo-- 
iminiums :that.we have built in ' 
‘the sense that it is affordable and 
:hasa very good location: the best- 
\condo that money can buy in the 
area,” Vergara further discloses 
with excitement, 7 › 


Victoria Towers is. 


Gi 


three 


; tower residential property that : 


is seated on the 4,529 sqm (more 
"or ГЕЙ It is strategically lo-. 
cated along Timog corner Panay. 
Avenue in Quezon City-with an3, 


L 


aggregate of 2 % hectares of pig! 
mercial area. The amenities arein- : 
finity pool, business center, gym, 
day care center and more. 
9 
Owning a unit at Victorig 
Towers is a best decision-it hag | 
a good value for money! Proj i 
ects within the area are priced аб! 
Php65,000/sqm while units} at? 
Victoria Towers are offered much: 
less at Php34,000/sq.m.And 
cause unit prices are 48% lower, 
the estimated appreciated “value 
‘of appreciation is, PhpiMillion 
after two years or upon comple-: 
ra paaa) Б 


“Terms and conditions are flex 
ible Һан сапе availed thru i 
house, bank and Pag-Ibig Financ- 
ing. 3l | 


(Three-bedroom:: units: 
priced for as: low as Papi, H 
Area ranges: from 41, 61 апа, 
80 киек, Reserva~ji 
ton fee is only Php10,000 while || 


frg 
ЕГ 


amortization can be as low as 
Php10,000. For inquiries, please 3 
call 248.51.601 /-744B.76.40 -f: 
448.347 | 487315, Website | 
www.newsanjosebuilders.com 
www:thevictoriatowers.co 

Model ‘units are "available Yor 
viewing daily. > ~~ 13 


gations (in the report) but no real 
facts behind it,” US Department 
of State spokesperson Sean Mc- 
Cormack told reporters in Wash- 
ington, adding cooperation be- 
tween countries had saved lives 
in the war against terrorism. 

Polish Prime Minister Kazimierz 
Marcinkiewicz told reporters: “These 
accusations are slanderous. They are 
ot based on any facts and thats all 1 
know and all have to say" 

‘The report said: 

© Poland and Romania ran se- 
cret detention centers. 

* Germany Turkey, Spain, 
Cyprus and Azerbaijan were 
"staging points" (from where op- 
erations were launched) for 
flights involving the unlawful 
transfer of detainees. 

* Ireland, Britain, Portugal, 

reece and Пау were 
“stopovers” (for refueling) for 
flights involving the unlawful 
transfer of detainees, 

* Sweden, Bosnia, Britain, the 
former Yugoslav republic of 
Macedonia, Germany and Turkey 
handed over suspects 

© Cairo, Amman, Islamabad, 
Rabat, Kabul, Guantanamo Bay, 
Tashkent, Algiers and Baghdad 
served as detainee transfer/drop- 
off points. 


— 


MARTY m 
amassed a great deal of circum- 
stantial evidence of secret CIA de- 
tention centers but had "no for- 
mal evidence.” 

The Council can “name and 
shame” countries but cannot 
launch legal proceedings, the 
preserve of judicial authorities in 
member states. 

Washington says it acted with 
the full knowledge of the govern- 
ments concerned, acknowledges 
the secret transfer of some terror- 
ist suspects between countries 
and denies any wrongdoing 

“There seem to be a lot of alle- 
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US Senate dumps ban on gay marriage 
WASHINGTON—The US Senate voted down a constitutional ban on same- 
sex marriage on Wednesday. but Republicans planned a vote in the House 
of Representatives to keep a national spotlight on the hot-button issue. The 
4910 48 Senate vote fell short of the 60 votes needed to clear procedural 
hurdle, thwarting US President George W. Bush and the mostly Republican 
lawmakers who said the Constitution must be amended to prevent judges 
from striking down existing state bans on gay marriage. Democrats at- 
‘used Republicans of exploiting a divisive issue they knew would Тай in or- 
der to shore up conservative support before November congressional elec- 
tions and divert attention from topics like the war in Iraq that reflect poorly 
on the party in contro of the White House and Congress. Since 2004, about 
8,000 gay couples have married in Massachusetts, the only state to fully 
recognize same-sex marriages. Six other states and the District of Columbia 
offer same-sex couples some legal protections. Reuters 


Somali Islamists declare war on warlords 
MOGADISHU—Islamists holding much of the lawless Somali capital de- 
clared war Wednesday on an “infidel” US-backed warlord alliance preparing 
{for new clashes, but made thelr frst diplomatic overture to the West. With 
ears running high for fresh bouts of the bloody fighting that have engulfed 
‘Mogadishu over the past four months, kiling hundreds, and concern about 
radical Islamic rule in Somalia, Muslim clerics sent mixed signals. Warlords 


i boosted defenses at their last stronghold north of the city, vowing a fight to 


ees 
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У IWERS 
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death to defend it, while those left in the capital said they would resist islam- 
ic control despite attempts to secure a formal truce. Mopadishu's most se- 
nior imam, Sheikh Nur Barud, called on Somalis in a speach aired by local 
radio stations to crush secular resistance to Sharia law and reject warlord 
efforts to win support by appealing to clan loyalty. “All Somalis must dotond 
the Islamic courts because this is not inter-cian fighting, but war with the in- 
fidels,” he said, “This fighting is between those who support Islam, and 
godless invaders and those who support them." Barud referred to the Al- 
Tiance for the Restoration of Peace and Counter-Terrorism (ARPCT) and the 
United States, which has given cash and intelligence support to the alliance. 
as part of its global "war on terrorism." АР 


| World's leggiest animal resurfaces 
| Los ANGELES—The world's legolest animal, about an inch (2.5 centime- 


ters) long. has been sighted in a remote part of California decades after it 
was first discovered. The recent rediscovery of the rare millipede species, 


{ with more than 600 legs, excited scientists who want to preserve the пу 
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patch of land around where it was spotted. "This а milestone find,” said 
Richard Hottman, a millipede expert at the Virginia Museum of Natural His- 
tory who had no connection with the discovery. Despite the name, which 
means "thousand-legged," most millipedes have on average 300 lags. Of 
the estimated 10,000 species, only one—I. plenipes—comes close to living 
up to its name and only thrives in California. АР 
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Probe: Europe aided CIA on secret jails 


PARIS—MORE THAN 20 MOSTLY EUROPEAN 
countries colluded in a ^global spider's web" of se- 


cret CIA jails and flight transfers 


pects stretching from Asia to Guantanamo Bay, a 
rights watchdog said on Wednesday. 


Council of Europe investigator acerbate 
Dick Marty said the US Central 
Intelligence Agency's well-oiled 
system did not invoive torture but 
amounted to a form of “legal and 
judicial apartheid” that could ex- 


spawn new terrorists. 

The United States maintained 
a stance of neither denying nor 
confirming the allegations but 
challenged the credibility of the 


of terrorist sus- 


Muslim anger and ion. 


Council of Europe's report. Some 
European governments denied 
breaking laws, while others were 
silent or went on the attack. 

European governments have 
faced embarrassing allegations 
over cooperation with US policies 
unpopular with domestic opin- 
It has fueled perceptions 
some were ready to ignore na- 
tional laws due to US pressure to 
back the war on terrorism. 

Marty said in the report many of 
the Councils 46 member states had 


provided limited cooperation with 
his inquiry, but witnesses, plane en- 
thusiasts, confidential sources and 
flight records had helped him par- 
tially lift a “veil of silence.” 

“It is now dear—although we are 
still far from having established the 
whole truth—that authorities in sev- 
eral European countries actively par- 
ticipated with the CIA in these un- 
lawful activities,” said Marty. 

“Other countries ignored them 
knowingly, or did not want to 
know,” he said, adding he had 
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New San Jose Builders, Inc., 
one of the premiere players in the 
real estate industry proved that it 
can be easy putting "beauty and 
brains" together. With the recent 


t tower residential property along 
j Panay сог Timog Avenue) offer 
[buyers unique opportunity to 
* owna quality property ina prime 
‘location with affordable price, 
+ flexible terms and conditions. 


Rey L. Vergara, President 
of New San Jose Builders, 
Inc. shared the rationale of the 
company's strategy: "Through 

F the years, we have been building 
|, affordable but quality projects.,” 
È believed that the greatest strength 
| and opportunity of our company 
| that keeps us going phong even 
| in the most difficult times lies on 
our capability to develop projects 
at the least possible cost and at 
the soonest possible time. Being 
the developer, builder, planner. 
and marketing, we are capable 
"of offering almost 48% lower 
than competitors within the area 
but not sacrificing the quality of 
the projects. We don't have any 
“add-on” cost because we practi- 
«cally do everything from concep- 
tualization of plans and designs, 
“construction and marketing, so 


Good Value for Мопеу 
at Victoria Towers! 
48% Lower Than Competitors 


By: Cristia Bonifacio-Lin 
Karla Marcia Rey 
Cecile Credo Sabang 
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“Qur track record showed that 
by being the contractors, we can 
complete the construction from 
eight months to two Te de- 
pending on the size of the proj- 
ect, We have a pool of depend- 
able, hardworking and well -ex- 
perienced workers. 

MTM 

"We can always afford to 
speed up construction primarily 
can finance it with- 
out necessarily having to depend 
on the buyers monthly amortiza- 
tion. Buyers are guaranteed of a 
fast turnover rate. The long wait 
is over” Vergara said. 


` Premium investment opportunity 
at Victoria Towers! 


“Victoria Towers is the single 
biggest condominium project we 
have right now, It's still along 
the lines of the previous condo- + 
miniums that we have built in 
the sense that it is affordable and 
has a very good location: the best 
condo that money can buy in the 
area,” Vergara further discloses 
with excitement. 

Victoria Towers i: three 
tower residential property that 
is seated on the 4,529 sqm (more 
or less). It is strategically lo- 
cated along Timog corner Panay 
Avenue in Quezon City with an 


[Is 


É our buyers get really good value - 


3 for their hard earned money.” 


-. Vergara also takes pride in 

building projects faster than what 

has been accepted of finishing 
» projects within five years. 
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ma 
aggregate of 2 % hectares of com- 
mercial area. The amenities are in- 
finity pool, business center, gym, 
day care center and more. a 


4 
Owning a unit at Victoria 
Towers is a best decision-it has | 
a good value for money! Proj $ 
ects within the area are priced ati | 
Php65,000/sqm while units at:, 
Victoria Towers are offered much ў 
less at Plip34,000/sq.m.And Бе 
cause unit prices аге 48% lower,.1 
the estimated appreciated value 
of appreciation is PhpiMillion 
after two years or upon а 
боп. ~ 4 


"Terms and conditions are flex- 
ible that can be availed thru in. 
house, bank and Pag-Ibig Financ- 


ing. 


(Three-bedroom , units are 
priced for as low as Php1.5M. 
Area ranges from 41, 61 and, 
80 sqm respectively. Reserva- 
tion fee is only Li BONG while? 
amortization can be as low as} 
Php10,000. For inquiries, please ’ 
call 4485160. / 4487640 /4 
4486347 / 448.7915. Website 


‚ WWw.newsanjosebuilders.com: 


wwwW.thevictoriatowers.com* 
Model units are available for 
viewing daily. 
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gations (in the report) but no real 
facts behind it," US Department 
of State spokesperson Sean Mc- 
Cormack told reporters in Wash- 
ington, adding cooperation be- 
tween countries had saved lives 
in the war against terrorism. 

Polish Prime Minister Kazimierz 
Marcinkiewicz told reporters: “These 
accusations are slanderous. They are 
not based on any facts and that isa 
know and all Ihave to say" 

The report said 

Poland and Romania ran se- 
cret detention centers. 

© Germany, Turkey, Spain, 
Cyprus and Azerbaijan were 
"staging points" (from where op- 
erations were launched) for 
flights involving the unlawful 
transfer of detainees 

* Ireland, Britain, Portugal, 
Greece and Italy were 

(for refueling) for 
flights involving the unlawful 
transfer of detainees. 

‘© Sweden, Bosnia, Britain, the 
former Yugoslav republic of 
Macedonia, Germany and Turkey 
handed over suspects. 

* Cairo, Amman, Islamabad, 

at, Kabul, Guantanamo Bay, 
Tashkent, Algiers and Baghdad 
served as detainee transfer/drop 
off points. Reuters 


amassed a great deal of circum- 
stantial evidence of secret CIA de- 
tention centers but had “no for- 
mal evidence.” 

The Council can “name and 
shame” countries but cannot 
launch legal proceedings, the 
preserve of judicial authorities in 
member states. 

Washington says it acted with 
the full knowledge of the govern- 
ments concerned, acknowledges 
the secret transfer of some terror- 
ist suspects between countries 
and denies any wrongdoing. 

“There seem to be a lot of alle- 
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US Senate dumps ban on gay marriage 


WASHINGTON—The US Senate voted down a constitutional ban on same- 
sex marriage on Wednesday. but Republicans planned a vote in the House 
ot Representatives to keep a national spotlight on the hot-button issue The 
49 to 48 Senate vote tell short of the 60 votes needed to clear a procedural 
hurdle, thwarting US President George W. Bush and the mostly Republican 
lawmakers who Said the Constitution must be amended to prevent judges 
from striking down existing state bans on gay marriage. Democrats ac 
cused Republicans of exploiting a divisive issue they knew would fail in or 
der to shore up conservative support before November congressional elec: 
tions and divert attention from topics like the war in Iraq that rellect poorly 
on the party in control о! the White House and Congress. Since 2004, about 
8,000 gay couples have married in Massachusetts, the only state to fully 
recognize same-sex marriages. Six other states and the District of Columbia 
offer same-sex couples some legal protections. Reuters 


Somali islamists declare war on warlords 
MOGADISHU-—istamists holding much of tne lawiess Soman сарда! de 
cared war Wednesday on an “infidel” US-backed warlord alliance preparing 
for new clashes, but made thet first diplomatic overture to the West With 
fears running high for fresh bouts of the bloody fighting that have engulfed 
‘Mogadishu over the past our months, kiling hundreds, and concern about 
radical Islamic rule in Somalia, Muslim clerics sent mixed signals Warlords 
Boosted delenses al their tast stronghold north ofthe city, vowing a tight to 
death to delend it, while those left in the capital said they would resist Islam: 
ic control despite attempts to secure a formal truce. Mogadishu's most se 
nior imam, Sheikh Nur Barud, called on Somalis in a speech aired by local 
radio stations to crush secular resistance to Sharia law and reject warlord 
efforts to win support by appealing to clan loyalty. “All Somalis must delend 
the stamic courts because ts is not snter-clan fighting, but war with the in 
fidels " he said. This lighting s between those who support Istam. and 
Godless invaders and those who suppor them " Barud relered to the AI- 
Vance for the Restoration ol Peace and Counter-Terronsm (ARPCT) and the 
United States, which has given cash and inteligence support to the alianca 
as part of ts global "war on terrorism, АР 


World's leggiest animal resurfaces 

LOS ANGELES: -The worlds leggeest animal, about an inch (2.5 centime 
ters) long. has been sighted m a remote part of Cahlorma decades alter i 
was first discovered The recent rediscovery of the rare millipede speies 
with more than 600 legs. excited scientists who want to preserve the tiny 
patch of land around where n was spotted “This is a milestone find " said 
Richard Hotiman, a millipede expert at the Virgina Museum of Natural His 
tory who had no connection wih the discovery. Despite the nama, which 
means “thousand-logged. most millipedes have on average 300 legs Of 
the estimated 10.000 species, only one! plenpes--comes close to living 
up to ts nama and only thrives in Caloinia АР 
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Toyota dumps 
Harbour five 


Laylo clean 
in 4 rounds 


REIGNING PHILIPPINE OPEN CHAMPION 
Darwin Laylo settled for a draw with 16-year- 
old Grandmaster Yuriy Kuzubov of Ukraine to 
strengthen his bid for a GM result in the 
fourth round of the second San Marino Inter- 
national Open Wednesday at the Kursaal 
Congress Centre in Republic of San Marino. 

‘The 58th-ranked NM Laylo, still unscathed 
among six Filipinos in the field, has 3.0 points 
from two wins and two draws. 

‘After beating No. 132 Alexei Bottino of Italy 
in the first round, Laylo drew with No. 23 GM 
Dmitry Svetushikin of Moldova then upset No. 
13 GM Vladislav Nevednichy of Romania. 

Laylo shared eighth to 37th places in the 
company of compatriots GM Mark Paragua, 
GM Eugene Torre and newly installed Inter- 
national Master Oliver Dimakiling and his 
fifth round opponent on Thursday, No. 31 GM 
Miso Cebalo of Croatia. 

‘The 54-year-old Torre bowed to No. 49 IM 
Mikulas Manik of Slovakia in the third round 
then bounced back by demolishing No. 67 
Leonardo Valdez of Italy in the fourth. ММ GERWIN Gaco of Harbour Centre tries to fake off Toyota's Aaron Aban. 
Marlon Bernardino, contributor payon 


Facts on Hair Loss 
and Baldness 


© Dihydrotestosterone (DHT) is the main cause of Male Pattern Baldness 
© Clinically proven treatments are available to counter DHT 

= Men treated for this problem at an early stage can be helped 

© These treatments are available under Svenson's expert supervision 

t's too late 


Stop hair loss now before 


Call Svenson for a free consultatior 


London G 


Buy Gilbey's now and get a chance to catch an exciting football match 
in Wembley Stadium, enjoy the non-stop nightlife at Soho or party at 
the world's top DJ bars! 


with GILBEY'S 


ag TEXT" GILBEY'S TO 2966 FOR DETAILS 


Call for Entries 


Deadline of submission: Aug. 3 - Bulk Plants 
Aug 10 Project Secretariat 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


GAME TOMORROW (Olivarez Sports Genter) 
2 p.m.—Achisvement Awards 
Зрл,—На®ош Contre vs Toyota Otis 


TOYOTA OTIS CERTAINLY KNEW WHAT TO. 
do in its Finals debut. 

Controlling the game from the start and break- 
ing away for good in the second half, the Sparks 
‘overwhelmed the Harbour Centre Portmasters, 68- 
51, lastnight fora 1-0 lead in the PBL Unity Cup Fi- 
nas at the Olivarez Sports Center in Parafiaque. 

‘After closing out the third period with an 11-2 
tear that tumed a slim 40-37 edge into a com- 
manding 51-39 lead, Toyota opened up the fourth 
with nine unanswered points that broke the Port- 
mastery collective backs. 


pa 


HSBC юэ cifibank i 


SERVE SORT ARIA GROUND оок Kant а RAIL 


D Ore NG 


Game 2 is scheduled at 3 p.m. tomorrow with 
coach Louie Alas refusing to admit the huge psy- 
chological edge gained by his wards in the swash- 
buckling win. 

“Tt doesn’t mean a thing,” said Alas. “We know 
the capabilities of Harbour. Granny Goose had the 
twice-to-beat edge (in the quarterfinals), Montaña. 
was also favored (in the semifinals), but they stil 
‘managed to win.” 

Starting forward Aaron Aban pumped in 10 of 
his 14 points in the second half to lead Toyota Otis 
balanced charge, which also had guard Christian 
Coronel shooting 13 and Joe Devance chipping in 
nine markers 

Harbour Centre labored hard with stars Joseph 
‘Yeo and LA Tenorio delivering only a combined 19 
markers as the team shot a miserable 26 percent 

TOYOTA A28 


® DUNLOP 


Dunlop Gti 8000 


ununu.tabus.com 
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Paintingand Photography Competition. — 
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Fuel Creativity. _, 


GILBEY'S 
орк 


6th National Student 
Art Competition 


PETRON 


Fuet Success. 
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DALLAS—NEVER MIND THAT the Miami 
Mavericks are NBA finals neophytes. 

When the series opens on Thurs- 
day (Friday GMT), even folks who 
dont follow basketball will recog- 

|" nize plenty of primary characters 
— the enormous center with the 
huge smile, the coach with the 
snazzy suit and slicked-back hair, 
even the rich guy in a Mavericks Т. 
shirt and jeans usually seen yelling 
atthe officials. 

‘The names Shaquille ONeal and 
Pat Riley certainly aren't new to the 
МВА championship series, and each 
is easy to put with a face. Both have 
parlayed their hoops fame into other 
ventures, with ONeal an endorses, 
actor and rapper; Riley as an author 
of best-selling leadership books. 

Riley, who retooled Miamis ros- 
ter as general manager before in- 
stalling himself as coach this sea- 
son, seems to be selling his mes- 
sage to the Heat players 

“I think he knows this is what 
you play for, this moment right 
here" the 7footl, 325-pound 
(2.16-metes, 146-kilogram) O'Neal 
said on Wednesday. 

Though both O'Neal and Riley 
won titles with the Los Angeles 
Lakers, they weren't there at the 


well over 


Will he 


cluding $200,000 (euro156,000) 
during this years playoffs 
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Heat and the Dallas 


same time. Together in Miami, 
they've taken the Heat to the finals 
for the first time in the team’s 18- 
year history. 

The Dallas Mavericks have wait- 
ed 26 years to reach the finals since 
their inception, making this the 
NBAs first between newcomers 
since 1971. 

То everyone in Dallas, it was 
worth the wait. 

“Its amazing,” said the series 
third familiar face, Mark Cuban, 
the outspoken Intemet billionaire 
owner of the Mavericks. 

“qt means a lot to me, but it 
means that much more to the guys 
and the city” he said. "To know you 
can energize a city is beyond (ex- 
pectations).” 

The casually dressed Cuban is 
sure to get plenty of TV air time 
during this series for his passionate 
cheering and referee-baiting. Al- 
though he notes that his anger is 
aimed at the system, not the guys 
in the zebra shirts, its still cost him 


for the finals? 


over my mouth, too.” 


and business. 
$1 million in fines, in- 


be on his best behavior 


“Yeah,” he said, laughing. “Tm 
going to be wearing a suit and Im 
going to have some masking tape 


Cuban spent a chunk of his for- 
tune to buy his favorite team in 
January 2000. With his aggressive, 
media-sawy personality, he's be- 
Come quite a celebrity in US sports 


The Mavericks have spent most 
of their history in the shadow of the 
NFIs Dallas Cowboys and ай their 
Super Bowis. Things were especial- 


Familiar, new faces 


HE О 


HEAT'S Shaquille O'Neal throws the ball during practice before 
the 2006 NBA Finals against the Mavericks. 


ly tough in the 1990s, when the 
Mavericks had the worst record of 
any team in North America pro 
sports. 

(Chided then as the “Mav- 
wrecks,” feel free to call them the 
“Mavs.” They even have jerseys de- | 
signed by P Diddy featuring that 
nickname of theirnickname,) АР 

SOLAR Sports will air Game 1 
of the Miami-Dallas final at 9 
алп. today with a replay at 7:30 | 
pm. It will also be aired over 
RPN-9at9 am. withareplay at 7 
pm. 


Spain offers richest WC incentives 


LEVERKUSEN, GERMANY—SOUTH KO- 
rea's players will each receive almost 
$530,000 if they win the World Cup, the 
Korean Football Association (KFA) said on 
Wednesday. 

‘The bounty is the third-highest among the 
32 teams at the finals in Germany, the KFA 
said, with Spain ($712,000) and England 
($546,000) occupying the top two places. 

Korea's players will receive over 
$100,000 if they get past the first round, 
$210,000 for reaching the quarterfinals 
and $315,000 if they match their 2002 feat 


and make the semis. 

‘There was no figure available for what they 
would earn if they reach the final and lose. 

“The planis to offer a similar bonus system 
as that on offer during the 2002 World Cup,” 
said the KFAs Kim Ho-gon. 

Members of the 2002 squad each got 
$250,000 for reaching the last four but only 
after a “contribution-based system" was re- 
jected by the players. 

South Korea, which is still technically at 
war with the North after the 1950-53 Korean 
маг ended in a truce and not a peace treaty, 


also offers players exemptions from military 
service for reaching the second round of the 
World Cup. 

The World Cup gets underway in Munich 
on Friday. 

Under normal circumstances, it is manda- 
tory for South Korean men to complete a 26- 
month stint in the armed forces. 

layers such as Park Chu-young and Kim 
Jin-kyu would benefit from the exemption 
while Park Ji-sung was among several young 
players able to take advantage after the 2002 
Reuters 
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Nalbandian 
out to spoil 
dream final 


PARIS—FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 21 YEARS, THE TOP FOUR seeds 
have reached the semifinals of the French Open in Paris. 
‘And while many purists may be but for sure Nalbandian can beat 
hoping for a dream Roger Federer- him.” 
Rafael Nadal inal, two very in-form ^ — Nalbandians 65 head-to-head 
players are determined to spoil the advantage, though, owes much to 
party. the fact that he won the pairs first 
Switzerland's world number one. five meetings, before Federer start- 
Federer will be up first on Friday ed to dominate men's tennis. 
against Argentinian David Nalban- Although he has since lost five of 
dian, one of the few players against the last six, he did win the most im- 
whom he has losing record. portant of those at last years Mas- 
Neither is a clay specialist but ters Cup final in Shanghai where he 
Nalbandian feels physical condi- came back from two sets to love 
tioning will have more of a bear- down to claim the title, 7-6, in the 
ing on the result than the sur- decider 
face. Meanwhile, defending women's 
“Thave won and lost againsthim champion Justine Henin-Hardenne 
on all surfaces,” Nalbandian said. continues her quest for a third 
When asked who he thought the. French Open crown with an all-Bel- 
favorite was, he replied: “Who is gian semifinal against twice finalist 
the number one? He is the favorite Kim Clijsters on Thursday. АЕР 


Toyota dumps 


and nailed only 14 0f 30 free throws. 

Earlier, Rain or Shine bowed out of 
the league with a convincing 90-65 
victory over the Montaña Jewels for 
third place. 

Also among the days highlight 
was the Role Model award given to 
‘Alex Compton at halftime. 

"Even if my basketball career here 
has ended, Ive experienced and 
Jeamed a lot in the Philippines,” a 
teary-eyed Compton said in Flipino. 
‘The PBA already tumed down the 
genial Americans bid to play in the 
pros 

“Officially, they already said no, I 
got the letter from the PBA last 
week.” said Compton. “They don't 
want to change the rules" 


From page A27 


‘The 32-year-old Compton logged 
ina team-high 17 points in 28 min- 
utes of action in his final game in ће 
league. 

Aside from his impressive four- 
year PBL sint, the special tribute cit- 
ей Compton "for being a gentleman 
on the court anda great individual off 
the cour.’ 

The Finals senres: 

TOYOTA OTS 80-4 14, Coronel 13, 
Dacrce 9, Andaya 6, Асага 6, Rodriguez 5, 
Вава 5, Карп 4, Dan 4, Айла 2, Oa 0. 
[en 

HARBOUR CENTRE S1-Vaiertoter 10, Yoo 
10. ею. Cha 4, Gamboa 4 Reyes 4, Alon- 
203, Go 3, Aura 2, ари 2, and 0, 
acting 

Quarters 16-6 9627, 51-09, 6651 


8 "SIZE SCULPTURED GUYITO CARABAO: 
AND3PAINTED BY RENOWNED ARTISTS LIKE MALANG, 
T BENCAB AND оттан AMONG OTHERS pa 


Get a chance to paint your own miniature Guyito 
masterpiece and enter it in our “Painta Guyito Contest.” 


Winners will in the Junior Inquirer 


be featured 


Magazine. 


Mechanics 
1. Register at the PDI booth 


2. Surrender 3 cut-out coupons to get your free miniature 
Guyito with painting kit OR you can purchase it for only P50. 


3. Paint the miniature Guyito 
4. Submit your entry to PDI representatives 


FOUNTAIN AREA 


= 
KU, 0220 = 
Ke Chuckie 


(Cut THIS COUPON AND PRESENT TO 
PDI BOOTH TO RECEIVE A SPECIAL GIFT! 


 Apormonat. 2 COUPONS WILL AUTOMATICALLY ENTITLE YOU 
NATURE GUTITO SCULPTURE WITH PAINTING KIT 


Name: 


ADDRESS 


ти mo: 


Roach defends 
Finkel lawsuit 


REX "WAKEE" SALUD AND LAWYER JING 
Gacal “didn’t go through the proper channels” 
when they negotiated Manny Pacquiao's up- 
coming fight against Oscar Larios of Mexico 
this July 2 at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Freddie Roach, Pacquiao's American train- 
er, pointed this out in defending the decision 
of Manny's manager Shelly Finkel to sue 
Salud and Gacal for $7.5 million for arrang- 
ing the fight on their own. 

But Roach, in an interview with Boxingtalk, 
appeared confident that the two factions can 
iron out their differences. 

He added that Finkel and the two defen- 
dants are slated to meet today, and he doesn't 
see any reason why they could not come up 
with a solution for the eventual dropping of 
the lawsuit. “Everyone will be here and we 
will get this straightened out,” Roach said, 

As far as Pacquiao is concerned, Roach said 
the Filipino fighter is very much focused on 
next month’s bout and does not want any dis- 
traction. Roach added that his ward has been 
working against three sparmates at the gym, 
including two Russians. 

Team Pacquiao will leave Los Angeles on 
June 19 for Manila where Pacquiao's training 
will be closed to the public except Юга couple 
of public workouts for the media and fans. 

Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor 


ga 


THEFIRST SENIOR CITIZENS" ANNUAL 
chess tournament is set June 11-12 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Marikina Sports Park on 
McDonald Avenue corner Sumulong High- 
way. Tournament director Roland Santos said 
Rep. Del de Guzman of Marikina has taken 
care of the tournament fees for 200 entries. 
Trophies, and cash prizes totaling P100,000 
will be at stake. The tournament will be su- 
pervised by National Chess Federation of the 
Philippines national arbiter Rudy ibafiez. 
Call, 934-7518 or 09219833388 
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PFF Night 
draws 400 


FOUR HUNDRED FOOTBALLaf- 
cionados are expected to wine, dine 
and then honor pre-war football 
stars and outstanding players of the 
19505, 60's, 705 and 80's in the 
Philippine Football Federation's 
awards and recognition affair 
tonight at the Renaissance Makati 
Hotel in Makati City 

On the eve of the 2006 FIFA 
‘World Cup, just hours before the in- 
augural match between host Ger- 
many and Costa Rica, the PFR 
Lufthansa Football Night kicks off 
with a sit-down-dinner that will fea- 
ture local football notables like 
Manuel Nieto, Faustino Lim, Danny 
Weineki, Quintin Co, Eddie Llamas 
Jr, Mindo Fajardo, Henry Khan and 
Honesto Isleta. 

PFF President Johnny Romualdez, 
who is fying in from Germany this 
evening after attending the FIFA 
Congress, will welcome past and pre- 
sent football stars, former PFF presi- 
dents and backers from government, 
NGO's and corporations. 

Christopher Zimmer, Lufthansa. 
general manager for the Philip- 
pines, Guam and Micronesia, an- 
nounced that 2-round trip tickets to 
Germany will be raffled during the 
affair The PFF and Lufthansa have 
signed a yearlong parmership. 

PFF VP Tony Chua said award: 
ing of Mr and Ms Football of the 
Year will also be held. 

Mark Villonwill be awarded as 
this year's Mr Football, while Edna 
Agravante and Andrea Yang wil 
share the Ms Football award. 

The PFFLufthansa Football 
Night is organized by Albert 
Robert and Edward Magallona. 


RED Bull's Mick Penisi (right) will be a vital cog tonight. 


Zamboanga IX blasts Cebuana , 


ZAMBOANGA SERVED NOTICE of 
its tite aspirations by crushing Ce- 
buana Lhuillier, 11-4, even as An 
tipolo, University of the Philippines 
and University of Santo Tomas came 
up with shutout wins yesterday in 
the National Open softball champi- 
onship at the Rosario Sports Arena. 

Powered by five national team 
mainstays, Zamboanga came back 
from an 0-3 deficitin the first inning 
to finish strong in the event orga- 
nized by the Amateur Softball Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines headed by 
Harry Angping 

But the most impressive win in 
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“Bulls, Aces aim for 2-0 


GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:40 p.m.—Barangay Ginebra vs Red Bull 
7:35 p.m —Coca-Cola vs Alaska 


RED BULL CAPITALIZED ON BARAN- 
gay Ginebra’s manpower woes. 

Alaska got enough ammunition 
from its starters in the stretch to come 
charging back from 20 points down 
and nip Coca-Cola. 

Those were the Game 1 storylines, 
and the Bulls and the Aces don’t actu- 
ally care how their respective Game 
2s go against Barangay Ginebra and 
Coca-Cola today as long as the results 
end up in their favor. 

Red Bull and Alaska will try to ride 
the momentum of those victories for 
commanding 2-0 leads in the PBA 
Philippine Cup quarterfinals at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

Gifted with a healthy lineup, the 
Bulls will be eyeing to duplicate their 
93-86 Game 1 win over the defending 


the men's division came from An- 
tipolo, which pulled off a 15-0 rout 
of Tacurong at the Taguig grounds. 

Pitcher Sonny Acuha pitched 
three perfect innings while brot 
ers Melchor and Gaspara Palacol 
scored a home run each in the 
first and Melvin Villegas added 
another homer in the third to fin- 
ish off their rivals. 

Over at the Barangay Sto. Niño 
field in Marikina, the women's team 


champion Gin Kings by trying to run 
its depleted bench to the ground in 
the 4:40 p.m. game. 

But while the Bulls mangled the 
Kings, the Aces pulled off a 95-94 
Game 1 win in the nick of time. 

Nic Belasco fired a three-pointer 
with two-tenths of a second left and 
the Aces completed their rise from 20 
points down to defeat the Tigers. 

Alaska hopes to avoid the tightrope act 
inits7:35 date with Coca-Cola thistime. 

“They (Kings) were just too 
stretched out and I guess that worked 
to our advantage,” said Red Bull 
coach Yeng Guiao after Wednesday's 
win. “We have to come out as aggres- 
sive because (winning) this game is 
almost a clincher (for the series).” 

Rommel Adducul, Rodney Santos, 
Jayjay Helterbrand, Andy Seigle and 
"Aris Dimaunahan are recuperating from 
various injuries, and Ginebra coach Siot 
Tanquingcen had to resort to utilizing 


az 


Dionie Macasu also had a per- 


fect three-inning pite 
as UP blanked Makati, 


show 


16-0, 


while UST blanked Mail and 


More, 40. 
Rizal, 
‘Southeast Asian Games veteran 


Edgardo Alvarez had two RBIs as 
Zamboanga tied Cebuana, 3-3, in 


Mindanao edged 

Caloocan 
thumped 12 Salle, 62, in other 
women's action. 


little-known players who proved them- 
selves in the wildcard phase and helped 
bring the Kings this far. 

Tanquingcen has gotten gieat 
games from Mark Macapagal, Allan 
Salangsang, Manny Ramos, Ervin 
Sotto and Egay Echavez in the wild- 
card but needs Mark Caguioa and E 
ic Menk to step up and carry the bur- 
den forthe Kings in in this round. 

"Injuries to them was a big factor 
for us,” Guiao added. "But our psy. 
chological battlecry is to beat them 
even if they have a complete roster.” 

But recent history has not been kind 
to Ginebra whenever Cagiíoa lights it 
up against the Bulls—that has been the 
trend in their past three encounters 
since the classification round. 

“The crowd is certainly with them 
(Kings),” Guiao said. "But if we win 
Game 2, we can break their spirits.” 

The Aces hope to come up with a 
tougher defense this time. June Navarro 


OLYMPIC FESTIVAL: Taguig Mayor Freddie Ti то) led the signing ofa 
Memorandum of Agreement with the Philippine Olympic Committee for 


the city to host a basketball event that wil pit UAAP against NCAA 


of UP and UST blankéd their re- е second inning. Lan Perez added 
spective opponents for a rousing another run for the Mindanao squad 

in this event which lured 17 before a five-run splurge in the sixth 
men's and eight women's squads. 


settled the issue for Zamboanga. 


‘teams and an Olympic Day Fun Run at Fort Bonifacio as partof the 
Philippine Olympic Festival 2006, Seated fromleft are ШААР 
‘Commissioner Eimer Yanga, Vice Mayor George A. Elias, Mayor Tinga, 


POC chair Robert Aventajado and NCAA Commissioner Emilio 
Bernardino Jr. Standing from left are tournament director Nick Jorge, 
Jimmy Labampa, Red Dumuc, PBFI president Moying Martelino and 


Taguig Administrator Wiffredo Villar. 


SPORTSWATCH 


NAAP celebrates 45th year 
THE NATIONAL ARCHERY ASSOCIATION OF THE 
Philippines (NAAP) celebrates its 45th anniver- 
sary today against a background of stiffer inter- 
national competitions and with a fast-growing 
broad of excellent Filipino archers prepared to 
meet all challenges. Archery is fast becoming 
popular with tha youths and other sports enthusi- 
ass due to the vast number of medals and other 
awards harvested by NAAP from various interna- 
tional tournaments, Jasmin L. Figueroa, only 19, 
beat Italian Natalia Vleova, a former world cham- 
pion in archery and a two-time bronze medalist in 
the Barcelona Olympic Games in the 1/32 finals of 
the 2004 Athens Olympics, The women com- 
pound team placed fth in the 2005 world 
Archery championship with Amaya Paz placing 
30th in the overall standing 


Birel drivers ready 

BIREL Motorsports drivers gear up or the Asian Kart- 
ing Open this weekend, eyeing a repeat of their 1-2-3 
finish the Formula 125 cass recently in the third leg 
ofthe 2006 Shell Hei-Cal Superiarting Series at the 
Carmona Circuit Philippines. Marlon Stockinger piv- 
ated Во strong campaign with is win in the For- 
mula 125 class, clocking 14:16 202 in the 20Чар 

race, He's eyeing a second straight win in the Asian 
Karting Championship set June 9-11 following his tri- 
tumph inthe kickoff leg last month at the Shah Alam 
Ciculin Malaysia. Maico Angeles checked in 0.015 
seconds behind Stockinger whe Daniel leak took 
third pace for Bire! Motorsports, powered by Kart- 
more Racing Services, Kart Care Lubricants, 
Gatorade, Ford Motor Philippines, Top Gear Philip- 
pines and Auto Industry com. 


Hillsborough shows way 

LEO ORTIZ AND PHILIP BRODETT CAME THROUGH 
with 39 points apiece as Hillsborough pooled a 304 to 
best La Vista by si point in the frst round of the 
Nokia 2 group competition of the 2006 Nokia Cup in- 
tervilage golf tournament at The Riviera's Couples 
course Wednesday. Five other players putin 38 
points each to underscore НИвБогоцуп$ balanced 
play. Rene Cuchon, Vic Guzman, Edward Puno, Greg 
Atienza. Joseph Perez combined for 190 points while 
Јов Barni tossed in 36 points for Hilsboroughis 304 
total. That was she points ahead of La Vista, which 
leaned on TJ Benitez's maximum 40 points and on 
36s by Alex Naguiat and Raul Jorge for a 298 total. 


SJC International Derby 

THE CHAMPION OF THE FIRST SJC 9-Cock Interna- 
tional Derby wil be known today when is 102-0111. 
nala sizes at 2 pm. at San Juan Colseum. Afer two 
dae of batan the event sponsored by Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000, опу ТРА Sagupaan Complexor 
3000 of sabong idol Patrick Antonio, Gene Bata of 
Missisipi and Jun Topacio remained unbeaten with fve 
pois With four ponts are entres Marga, CMB 
Sylvester, Gold Quest Maribrid, РАЈТ Sagupaan 11, 
PEBL Sta. Cruz 1, Gem Bob Cris, Stingray, Adrian and 
Tokning. Alpha А PEBL, Alpha A June 24 and Nico. 
Call 725-5369, 725-6563 or 0917-8041691 (Ronnie) 


PCC holds 75 fights today 
ITS CHAMPIONSHIP OR BUST FOR 50 METRO 
Manila cockers and breeders when Pasay City Cock- 
pit's Daytime 3- cock derby gets going at 2 p.m. today 
with Sagupaan Complexor 3000 as sponsor Afeiona- 
dos can expect more than 75 fights No les than 
00,000 n guaranteed prize is onthe ine in this 
‘vent being hosted by pt manager Eric dela Rosa, 
Butchoy Olano and Roming Vergara. 


Spencer 5-cocker Monday 
VETERAN COCKER-SPORTSMAN WILLIAM CO will 
host the Spencer 5-cock derby Monday, June 12, at 
Makati Cakseum. The event wil be supported by B- 
Meg Derby Ace. Co said 30 entres or more are taking 
part on Monday's big event. The deadline for submis- 
Sion of entries is Sunday from 2-9 p.m. Call 896-3545 
and 895-6475 for Geta 


nal Tour Nation 
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Padi’s Point,- @ 
Calamba, Laguna, а 


1 to you by: 


No minors allowed. Open to persons. 18 years old and above only. Organizer reserves the right to refuse entry to those without IDs as proof of age 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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Tubod hosts First Olympic boxing festival ° 
col, Mandaluyong and the AFP аге com- wares in the event which will also to watch the country's top amateur 
peting in the First Olympic boxing festi- serve as tryouts for future members of boxers in action,” said Amateur Box- 


val slated June 20-26 at the Mindanao the national boxing training pool. ing Association of the Philippines 
Civic Center in Tubod, Lanao del Norte. “Мете proud to announce that our president Manny Lopez. 
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E (| Pacquiao T-Shir t:toi every 


fi P500.wọrth of purchase of 
| Darlington oc Exped Socks 


Free Manny Pacquiao 
Key Chain for every P300 


EE нери 
3 $i Darlington or Exped Socks. 


MECHANICS: 
4. Every P 500.00 single purchase of Darlington or Exped socks, entitles 
а customer to а free Manny and Bobby Pacquiao T-Shir. Every 
Z 300,00 single purchase of Darlington or Exped socks, entes a 
customer to a free Manny Pacquiao key chain. 
2. Customer who qualify the promo should present thor original receipt 
to the promo git manning the Darlingion’s display aroa inside the store 
оГ purchase to claim tho freo tom. 
|- 3. Redemption period shall be until sixty (60) days from end of 
promo period 


ë NOW AVAILABLE 

<. EXPED CHARCOAL SOCKS w/ HIDDEN TOE. 

|. MADE FROM CHARCOAL FIBER THAT ELIMINATES BAD ODORI 
PROMO PERIOD: May 16 - June 30, 2006 


Per DTENCR Рети но. 2821, Sees of 006 


mans 

VE TONES 
AGL ANINTUBRSARY 
Support to Manny. Pacquiao's fight with 
; Oscar Larios ^ ^ ` 
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DUENTURES 


NOVICE CATEGORY: 


CEBU, MAY 27 
DAVAO, JUNE 
@@MANILI 


ELITE CATEGORY: 
MANILA, JULY 7-8 


REGISTER NOW! 
HOTLINE (632) 414-1489 
www.sanmiglight.co 


perfect 


By Mare Anthony Reyes 


TYRONE ONGPAUCO BARELY MISSED A 
perfect game as he took the lead in the 
men’s Masters qualifying of the 35th PBC- 
Boysen International Open Tenpin Bowling 
Championships Wednesday night at the 
Green Valley lanes. 

‘The 30-year-old Ongpauco came through 
with a 10-bagger on his fourth game but 
missed the seventh pin on his 11th ball to set- 
tle for a 287 in the Class О event. 

With earlier games of 252-224-223, Ong- 
pauco finished with a 986 total and a 246.50 
average to grab the lead from Biboy Rivera, 
‘who fell to fifth place with a 242.75 average. 

Diego Candano averaged 245.25 on lines 
of 246-268-225-242 to place second in the 
qualifying followed by Markwin Tee (244), 
World Cup 2002 champion CJ Rivera 
(235.50) and Takahiro Yoshida (241). 

Suarez fashioned out the first 300 of the tour- 
mament in the Class O doubles last Saturday. 


Football, no 


game 


RJ Bautista (231.25) was sixth then came 
Arnold Lecaros (231.25), Frederick Ong 
(231), American coach Purvis Granger 
(229.75), Richie Poblete (227.50) and 
Nicodemus Valderrama (227). 

‘Also making it to the men’s graded masters 
qualifying were Franklin Pardo (233), Willie Na- 
tividad (221.75), Benny Almazar (218.50), Ken- 
тей Chua (213.50), Enzo Cruz (213) and Mar- 
lon Sia (212.50) in the local field. 

Edgar Barroga (212.25), Edward Coo 
(211.50), Nilo Penado (210.75), Mar Serac 
(210), Tobs Renacia (209.50), and Rhedd Vi- 
тау (209.50) made up the mixed field. 

‘Angeli Lao topped the Women's Graded 
Masters prelims with a 215.50 average, fol- 
lowed by Lara Posadas (215), former World 
Cup champion and Asian Games multiple 
gold winner Bong Goo (203.25) and Mades 
Arles (201.50). 

Susan San Diego (192.25), Мева Santos 
(18425), Girlie Solis (18225) and Jaymee 
Bautista (182) led the qualifiers in the mixed field. 


t basketball, 


best suited for Filipinos 


THE SPECTACULAR MONTH- 
long World Cup soccer touma- 
ment gets going in Germany to- 
day Ше the Olympics, the 
World Cup is held once every 
four years and attracts millions of 
followers who are addicted to it. 
Still, 1 find it surprising why 
many Filipinos are not interest- 
ed init. Most people 1 know are 
more interested in the NBA fi- his late father, 


from 1913 to 1925; Jesus Cacho 
of Cacho Hermanos Printing 

Press, Dr Jose Genato, grandía- 

ther of Maggie Henson, wife of 

Star columnist and TV analyst 

Quinto Henson; Zamboanga 

business magnate Celso Lobre- 

gat, Sen. Lorenzo Tafada Sc, 

who was an outstanding goalie 

бот the University of the Philip- 

Joaquin Loyza- pines, Ildefonso Tronqued, Se- 


nals pitting the Miami Heat ga, was a many-time member bastian Ugarte, after whom the 
against the Dallas Mavericks, of the Philippine team in the Ugarte Football Field in Makati 
Not many are concemed with old Far Eastern Games), box- City was named: and Celestino 


the outcome of the World Cup. 


ing, taekwondo, archery and Martinez St, brother of basket- 


Our obsession with basketball billiards, bowling and chess if ball great Primitivo “Tibing” 


is a perpetual puzzle. Filipinos ever these last 
have alwayshad a passionforthe included in the 
dash-and-dribble game, a pas- 


‘The Philippines used to be a 
sion which even the legendary soccer power in Asia during the 


three events are Martinez and father of Congress- 
Olympic ment. man Celestino Martinez of Cebu. 
Why soccer? 

‘As former POC president, re- 


Carlos Loyzaga, the greatest Fil- prewar years, finishing as peren- tired Col. Julian Malonso, said, 


ipino basketball player ofall time, nial champions 


in the biennial "In soccer, Filipinos can excel 


Once said was wrong “because Far Eastern Games which was better because of their courage 


there are other sports where the launched in Ma 


mila in 1913. The ала the ball is on the ground. 


Filipino athletes have а beer Filipinos emerged champions. Basketball is not the sport for 


chance of winning honors” Among those wi 


iho played forthe the Filipinos because height 


By other sports, the now country and became household counts much. We should con- 
Australia-based Loyzaga prob- names were Joaquin Loyzaga, centrate more on sports where 
ably meant those disciplines Joaquin Lopez, theLetran Hallot height is not an advantage. 
where height is not an advan- Famer who played the longest Never mind basketball. Foot- 
tage, including soccer (where (seven times) in the FE Games _ ball is best suited for us.” 


THE DAREDEVIL 
DAVAO LEG 


IS UP NEXT. 


AND WE'RE NOT PULLING YOUR LEG. 


‘The bars have been invaded. Cebu has been 
traversed. And only the victors remained 
standing as the first leg of the Enduro San Mig 
Light Adventures 2006 reached its finish line. 


The Enduro Bar Adventure Racing (EBAR) 
last May 20 witnessed what probably is the 
tightest match up ever, as the winning team, 
Team Vudu led by Rico Valentin, Nestle 
Borromeo and Niño Abarquez, outhustled 
Team Cornejo by a mere 2.06 seconds. 


Team Vudu 01 was indeed invincible as 
they conquered Cebu by being the top 
finishers for the first leg of the Enduro San 
Mig Light Adventures 2006 last May 27. 
Rico Valentin with Rodolfo Verdida Jr. and 
Christy Sevillano dictated the pace with an 
almost 30-minute lead over their closest 
rivals earning them P15,000 in cash prizes. 


Davao is up next. June 10 is the day of 
reckoning for the Davaoeños. Are you up 
for the challenge of dominating the 
country's largest city? Better stretch those 
muscles anew while there's still time. Visit 
wwwsanmiglightcom.ph or call (632) 414- 
1489 to sign up. Watch out also for the 
Manila leg on July 7-8 featuring Enduro's 
first 24-hour elite race. 


Endure the adventure. And drink only the 
right alcohol, less-filling San Mig Light. 
Mahaba-habang inuman. 


Spring Oil 


'cagers win 


AMAS, KIDAPAWAN-SPRING COOKING ОП, 
Parafaque thwarted North Cotabato's rally to 
prevail, 81-78, and tie idle nonhem division 
leader Bacchus/Harbour Centre in the 2006 
Guerrero Brandy NBC national basketball cham- 
pionship Wednesday atthe Capitol gym here. 

Bambi Barnson led the Cooking Oil Masters 
of NBC president Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla and 
Parafiaque Mayor Anjo Yllana with 21 points. 

The victory gave Spring-Parafiaque a 6-4 
card in the tourney sponsored by Panasonic, 
Sulpicio Lines, Nature's Spring Mineral Water, 
Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, Firefly 
Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel. 

Gov. Manny Pifol's Braves suffered their 
fifth loss in 11 games, 

With Barnson, Danny Capobres and Aldrin 
Morante at the firing end, the Cooking Oil 
Masters jumped to a 33-24 first-quarter lead 
and held this all the way. 

‘The Iloilo Warriors were playing defending 
champion Ozamiz Cotta at presstime. 


Partners Cup up 


| THE THIRD PARTNERS CUP INVITATIONAL 
| badminton toumament for architeets, man- 
| agement and design consultants, contractors 
| and suppliers of Robinsons Land Corp. will be 
held tomorrow at the Yonex Badminton Club. 
‘Around 200 players from 70 companies are 
expected to join the event sponsored by 
Davies Paints and hosted by Cindy Kurleto, 
Cash prizes as well as trophies and other 
valuable items are in store for the top finishers 
in the team and category levels. А celebrity ex- 
hibition game to be participated in by Freder- 
ick Go of Robinsons Land, John Estrada, Beth 
1 Tamayo and Isabel Granada is also slated. 
Organizers are setting aside a гаће pack- 
age that ensures prizes to be won by most of 
the participants. Tournament director for the 
event is coach Nelson Asuncion, father of the 
badminton aces Кеппіе and Kennevie. 
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baby pics 


HOLLYWOOD SUPERSTARS BRAD PITT 
and Angelina announced on Monday 
(Tuesday in Manila) that they had agreed 
to “let photo agency Getty Images market 
pictures of their newborn, Shiloh Nouvel 
Jolie-Pitt,” with all proceeds going to charity. 

Experts said worldwide rights to the pictures 
could sell for anywhere from $5 million to $7 
million. 

Serious business. 

On Wednesday, our man in Hollywood, 
Ruben Nepales, alerted us to charges of copy- 
right infringement being faced by Gawker Me- 
dia which posted on its website a photo of the 
latest Hello! magazine with the Jolie-Pitt family 
on its cover. 

Lockhar Steele, Gawker Media managing ed- 
itor rants: 

“You post one little picture of Shiloh Nouvel 
Jolie-Pitt and, within seconds, the suits start 
calling. As it tums out, the Hello! cover photo of 
Shiloh and her sexy baby lips is very much au- 
thentic, so much so that Time Inc. lawyers were 
all up in our grill within an hour of this mom- 
ings posting. As we were informed by Time Inc, 
counsel Nick Jollymore (cute!), by posting the 
Hello! cover, Gawker was infringing on People's 
magazine, published by Time Ine.] very exclu- 
sive, very expensive US rights to the baby pic- 
tures, We think its small enough to fall under 
fairuse, and we'd gladly replace the Hello! cover 
with a People one featuring the baby, but no 
dice. And so Time Inc. continues on its coun- 
seled quest, creating almost enough fun to dis- 
tract everyone from their more dismal prob. 
lems.” 

Jollymore said Time Inc’s legal department 
was “coordinating with the lawyers for Hello,” 
a British publication. Time Inc. wants a meeting 
"with Gawker lawyers “immediately.” 

Steele's defense: "As part of Gavikers ongo- 
ing coverage of the media industry, we're firm in 
our right to report on Hello's treatment of the 
story, one of the biggest celebrity media news 
stories of the year.” 

The website offered to substitute a People 
magazine cover featuring the image in lieu of 
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‘Anino’s’ plea 
at a dead end 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


“IM WILLING TO SIT DOWN WITH THEM, 
but not to further discuss their appeal. The 
decision of the organizational committee 
(Orgcom) is irreversible.” 

‘Thus declared Nestor Jardin, president of the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines (CCP), refer- 
ring to an appeal to revoke the disqualification of 
Jon Lazani's "Mga Anino sa Apuhap” as finalist 
in the full-length feature competition of this 

years Cinemalaya Inde- 
pendent Film Festival 
Jardin is festival di- 
rector, 
On May 15, Lazam 
sent a letter to Laurice 
j Guillen-Feleo, competi- 
tion director, seeking ал 
audience with the com- 
mittee to appeal his 
case. lazam co-wrote 
“Anino” with Ronald 
Мето, 
“But Im glad to hear 
deum Y they have decided to go 
NESTOR Jardin. on filming,” Jardin told 
оов. лото! Тыла Entertainment 
in an interview at his CCP office. "In the future, 
should they need the help of CCP or the Cine- 
malaya Foundation Inc. in promoting, distibut- 
ing or premiering their movie, Pd be happy to 
help.” 

‘The Cinemalaya Orgcom on May 10 an- 
nounced the disqualification of "Anino" based on 
two grounds: 1) the production group's failure to 
submit certain requirements on time; and 2) the 
group proposed counterpart financing scheme 
that was deemed "unacceptable" by the 
Orgcom. 

Ten finalists, including “Anino,” were earlier 
selected to compete in the full-length feature 
film category. Cinemalaya Foundation Inc, gives 
each finalist P500,000 as partial subsidy. 

"We make it clear that it isa grant, not meant 
to finance the entire film,” explained Jardin 
“Part of their responsibility is to raise the bal- 
ance, Each finalist should present a credible fi- 
nancing scheme, This is to assure Cinemalaya 
that after it hands over the grants, the finalists 
can go ahead and produce the film." 

Jardin also stressed that Cinemalaya was de- 
termined to avoid a repeat of last years "unfonu- 
nate” experience, "We were so lenient last year 
that, a few days before the festival was to open, 
ме didn't have the materials.” 

Meanwhile, he announced the 10 finalists 
chosen out of 108 entries under the shor. film 
feature category: “10:25 ng Gabi" by Reggie 
Gulle, "Gee-Gee at Waterina" by Dennis J. Teo- 
dosio and M. Tanangco, "Kwarto" by Jose Em- 
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In response to the declining milk consumption 

in the country, BEAR BRAND, the Philippines’ leading milk 

brand in terms of sales, and respected actress and Lipa 

City Mayor Vilma Santos recently launched a nationwide milk 
education program called “Laki sa Gatas." 


The program's pilot run was held at the Padre 

Vaierio Malabanan Elementary School in 

Lipa City and was attended by hundreds 

of children, teachers and parents who 

all eagerly listened to Mayor Vi as she 

stressed the importance of drinking 

“not just one but two glasses of 
BEAR BRAND everyday.” 


Mayor Vi also urged mothers to make 

their children’s health their priority and 

noted that the P13.00 a day they would 

spend for two glasses of BEAR BRAND 

is a very good investment in their children's 
physical and mental development. 


Milk consumption in the country has dropped from 21 to 18 liters per capita in the last five years. 
In 2005, total consumption of powdered milk, the bulk of milk consumed locally, decreased by 7% 
from 2004. This means that at current levels, Filipinos, including children, on the average are drinking 
less than one glass of milk each day. 


Milk is the single best food that can help children grow physically and mentally, with carbohydrates, 
proteins, vitamins and minerals -- particularly calcium for strong bones and teeth -- nearly all the 
basic nutrients that a growing child needs. Children who do not drink milk are being deprived of an 
important food that can help maximize their growth, development and health, all the way into adulthood. 


It is for this reason that Nestlé, with its global knowledge on milk and nutrition, and BEAR BRAND, 
the country’s leading milk, are embarking on “Laki sa Gatas”, an initiative that aims to promote, 
primarily among mothers, the nutritional importance of milk and the value of drinking at least two 
glasses a day for children 4-8 years old, based on nutrients found in milk and the make-up 


of the average diet. 


The program will visit 800 schools in Luzon, Visayas 
and Mindanao, and will target some 400,000 
children and 250,000 mothers from June to 
December this year. Like in the launch, 

each session will feature a presentation 

by a certified nutritionist for mothers on 

key nutrition facts on milk, educational 

games for children, and other activities 


stressing the benefits of milk., 


Watch out for “LAKI SA GATAS” 


In a school near you. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


the Hello cover, 

In response, Time Inc. demand- 
ed that the Hello! cover be “taken 
down." 

As for Steele's claim of fair use 
byvirtue of the size ofthe image on 
the website, Jollymore scoffed: 
“Your thumbnail is 2.5 x 3,5 inches 


11117 FRIDAY, 
JUNE9, 2006 


on my screen, With all respect, this 
is not fair use’ but willful copyright 
infringement in an attempt to use a 
valuable photograph to enhance 

your site.” 
‘The Hellol issue in question hits 
newsstands Thursday in the US. 
With a report from Reuters 
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Alaska Yamoo: Tho Supar Good Drink 
Tor Super Good Kids! 
June 12, 2006 


Dinner Theater presents 
PERFECT, NOW CHANGE" - Extended Run! 
13 4 20, 2006 - Greenbelt 2 


"The perfect spot for concarts, stage plays & corporate events 


is now accepting bookings for June to July 2006 
For Inquiries, pls. call 752-7862 or 757-3862 
PAROLA: Colonial Lighthouses in the Philippines 


May 18 to June 18, 2006 
all 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit wwwayalamuseum org 


June 23 to 25 


ng Fair 
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Glorietta Activity Center Market! Markell y Alabang Town Center 


at the Glorietta 4 Cinema 
Lobby on June 10 and 11, 2008 
from 10:30 AM to 8:00 РМ, 
Gear up for one full day of 
non-stop games and surprises 


for the whole family! ы! 
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Madonna and Meryl 
dazzle in LA shows 


LOS ANGELES- BEFORE WE GET TO 
Madonna, let me pose a question about Meryl 
Streep: Is there anything that the greatest ac- 
tress of our generation cannot do? 

Last week, I watched Mery] in her new film, 
“A Prairie Home Companion,” and in a show 
held at the Hollywood Bowl in connection 
with the film, Ms Streep sang in both and 
guess what? She sings very well—not puwede 
na; this multi-awarded actress can really 
croon. 


Madonna magic 

OK, now to the 
mistress of (image) 
reinvention, Madon- 
na, Тат nota fan, but 
Т have to concede 
that she gave a very 
good show for the LÀ 
stop of her "Confes- 
sions" tour at the Sta- 
ples Center last Sat- 
urday evening. 

The show started 
almost an hour late 
but the soldout 
crowd waited pa- 
tiently, an air of ex- 
citement and anticipation building among the 
followers of the pop diva. In the meantime, a 
man dressed in Madonna's signature look for 
this tour (think equestrienne/S&M goddess), 
complete with black riding hat and crop, en- 
joyed the attention of the concert-goers. 

Finally, the lights dimmed and the show's 
multiple screens showed a film, in dramatic 
black and white, of Madonna, dressed in the 
above-mentioned ensemble, approaching in 
slow motion on a horse. Then a huge disco 
ball slowly descended from the Staples’ cav- 
ernous ceiling, landed on the edge of the ex- 
tended stage татр beside our seats, opened 
like a flower and in it was., Madonna. She 
emerged right in front of us! The crowd went 
wild, stood up and virtually stayed on its feet 
throughout the show which ran for almost 
two hours 

Madonna struck various guises and poses 
and snuck in several pa-socially relevant mes- 
sages. Here are our fleeting impressions of the 
Material Girl who has defied all expectations 
and managed to sustain a thriving career. 

"Mostly wearing skimpy leotards in the 
show, Madonna is toned, yes, but contrary to 
ош expectations, she does not look like a 
muscled Amazon, The  singeractress 
physique is amazing for a 47-year-old wom- 
an—not anorexic lean but trim yet with 
enough flesh to make her very attractive. 

“Being extraordinarily fit, she just danced 
and danced and hardly paused. We couldn't 
keep up with her. Did we say she danced? We 
wished for the relief of more slow numbers so 
we could sit down and rest our tushes. But she 
even performed "La Isla Bonita” as if on over- 
drive. 

Yes, Mrs. Guy Ritchie approached this 
show like a gym class. In fact, she berated sev- 
eral audience members in front for sitting 
down while everybody else stood up, 
bounced, gyrated and participated in the ae 
obics class, er, "Confessions" show. “I don't 
like that—sitting down,” she reprimanded the 
potato couches in front of her. | immediately 
stood up. 

“Later, | found out that she had asked the 
management of Staples Center (and report- 
edly other venues for this tour) to keep the 
temperature at warm. Whether she asked for 
minimal air conditioning so the air would not 
dry up and affect her vocal cords, or to keep 
the atmosphere hot and lively, was not deter- 
mined, 

“When she was not dancing, she was low- 
ered from the aforementioned ball, raised 
from a cross, hung from beams, writhed on 
the floor or crawled on all fours, She rode, 
hugged and gyrated suggestively on a gleam- 
ing saddle slash strippers pole. Imagine an X- 
rated one-saddle carousel ride. The thing did 
go up and down, round and round like a sado- 
masochists dream vision of a carousel. 

“About the cross (it gleamed like a disco 
ball) Madonna not only hung from it like Je- 
sus; she also had a crown of thorns. But before 
you spit out the word “blasphemy,” lers put the 
‘number in context: As she sang "Live to Tell,” 
the video screens flashed images of poverty- 
stricken children around the world. These im- 
ages injected a somber element to what could 
have been merely garish spectacle. 

“In another number where the performer 
turned the spotlight over to the video screens, 
images of talking heads from Saddam Hus- 
sein, Mao Tse Tung, Osama Bin Laden, to 
President George W. Bush (interspersed with 
photos from the war in Iraq), Condoleeza 
Rice, British Prime Minister Tony Blair and 
Adolf Hitler appeared as this liberal gal re- 
peated lyrics like "Don't say forgive me,” "Гуе 
heard it all before” and “Don't speak.” The au- 
dience lapped it up, of course. 

‘In another segment, a dancer portrayed a 
captive, covered in a burka, frantically at- 
tempting to escape from a cage, The show 
was a dizzying succession of message-laden 
images like this and of Madonna as various 
pop icons: as John Travolta in a white suit 
and hls "Saturday Night Fever" moves; as a 
rock goddess riffing on a guitar; as a Dancing 
‘Queen, with those two words emblazoned on 
her cape, and so on. 

"If the headliner was this busy, just imag- 
ine what the 20-plus backup dancers were do- 
Ing every second, When a huge set, as large as 
а truck, descended from the ceiling, the 
dancers leaped, tumbled and bounded from it 
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like a jungle gym. They roller-skated onstage 
and braked with precision before they could 
fly off and into the crowd, dropped into a hole 
(into what we hoped were mattresses under- 
neath), and engaged in a choreographed bat- 
te of the sexes. 

“And oh yeah, incidentally, Madonna sang, 
too. Credit the three hours of exercise she re- 
portedly does every day—she never gasped or 
went out of breath while she danced and war. 
bled a set that was mostly from her "Confes- 
sions on a Dance Floor.” 

‘For all the razzmatazz, the show ended 
rather abruptly. With all the buildup, 1 expect- 
ed a grander finale, more than just a shower of 
gold balloons. instead, a curtain, emblazoned 
with the words “Have you confessed lately?” 
simply encircled and covered the main stage. 
There wasn't even an encore number. 


Old-fashioned fun 

‘The Hollywood Bowl show in which Meryl 
Streep guest-starred was an entirely different 
animal. 

Meryl stars in the film version of "A Prairie 
Home Companion,” an acclaimed radio show 
with a huge following in the US. Set in the fic- 
tional town of Lake Wobegon, the show, writ- 
ten and hosted by Garrison Keillor, is a mix 
of funny skits (accompanied by good old- 
fashioned radio sound effects), live music and 
jokes. Г myself enjoy listening to the show's 
mix of good, old-fashioned fun and dig at con- 
temporary issues and events. It makes you 
wish that a quaint town like Lake Wobegon, 
with its amusing characters, really did exist, 

Coinciding with the release of the movie 
version directed by no less than Robert Alt- 
man, Garrison presented "A Prairie Home 
Companion” at LAs famed summer outdoor 
concert venue, the Hollywood Bowl. Meryl 
joined Virginia Madsen and John C. Reilly 
and the original cast of the radio show before 
a crowd of 15,000. A few days earlier, 1 
watched the film and was astounded by 
Meryl's singing prowess. She and Lily Tomlin 
play sisters who make up a folk/country mu- 
sic duo. 

‘At the Bowl, Meryl stole the show with five 
songs from the movie, including a duet with 
Garrison. To give you an idea of the nostalgic 
songs featured in the soundtrack, "Red River 
Valley” which was taught to me in grade 
school, is one of the tracks. Meryl, of course, 
also parlayed her well-known talent at affect- 
ing different accents and voices when she 
played various characters in the skits. 

Virginia was a riot as a vapid Hollywood 
star In one skit, Too bad John's singing parte 
ner in the movie, Woody Harrelson, was not 
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around. Their songs and jokes as a ribald cow- 
boy duo add to the film's highly entertaining 
appeal, Also in the cast are Lindsay Lohan as 
Meryl's daughter, Tommy Lee Jones and 
Kevin Kline. 


‘Cavite’ run extended 

“Cavite,” the independent film by Fil-Amer- 
ican co-directors Ian Gamazon and Neill 
Dela Шапа, has been extended for a third 
week in New York (at Cinema Village) and Los 
Angeles (at the Westside Pavilion). The movie 
received a fresh set of highly favorable re- 
views (the American critics’ verdicts have 
been virtual raves—truly remarkable, T must 
say) on its US theatrical release. 

IndicWIRE listed “Cavite” as the sixth-high- 
est ($8,000 plus) per screen average among 
indie films during its opening weekend. Con 
troversial filmmaker Michae: Moore has seen 
the film and now, director Fernando 
Meirelles (“City of God,” “The Constant Gar 
dener”) is reportedly very curious and is ask 
ing for a copy of the movie so he can watch it. 

“Cavite,” which opens in Manila in August 
through distributor Unitel Pictures, will open 
in San Francisco (Lumiere) and San Diego 
(Hillcrest) on June 16 and in Seattle (Varsity) 
on June 30, 


Another Filipino-American indie, Steve 
Mallorca's "Slow Jam King,” is opening the 
atrically today (Friday, June 9) at the Imag) 
nAsian Cinema in New York (239 East 59 St.) 
Winner of Asian Cinevision's Emerging Film 
maker award (other recipients from AC 
have been Ang Lee and Mira Nair), Steve 
Mallorca is a true auteur. Get this: he wrote 
photographed, edited, produced, and direct 
ed the film. 

As if that were not enough, Steve also 
wrote the score and performed the songs with 
his band. During his spare time, he also did 
the film's website and designed the look of the 
posters and postcards. “Slow Jam King” is the 
opening night feature of the week-long Fi 
ipino Film and Arts Fest which include 
revered classics by Ishmael Bernal ("Manila 
By Night") and Lino Brocka ("Ina, Карай 
Anak?) as well as important new works | 
Ditsi Carolino ('Riles” and “Bunso”) and А 
Bautista ("Sa Aking Pagkagising sa Aking K 
mulatan"), plus a sneak screening of “Th 
Blossoming of Maximo Oliveros.” Por t 
complete film fest schedule, vis 
wwwzheimaginaslan.com, 


(Email the columnist 
rvnepales_5585@yahoo.com.) 
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THE FUNNIEST SCARY MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 
єз PENS Bu [i] E 24 
E i 


Bury the grudge. Burn the village. See the saw. 
орна манах 
Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 


AN AMERICAN 
HAUNTING 


(BASED ON THE BELL WITCH STORY) 


“PD RATHER FIGHT THE ENTIRE BRITISH ARMY 
THAN TO DEAL WITH THE BELL WITCH.” 
-- Andrew Jackson, 7" U.S. PRESIDENT 


r nearly twocenturies, the 
BELL WITCH haunting has 
been considered the greatest. 
supernatural phenomenon 
in American history. The 
people, places and dates were 
real, Never has the world 
witnessed a demonic entity 
so intelligent yet evil as what 
terrorized Bells family and 
a rural community between 
1817 and 1821. Unexplainable 
things occur on the old Bell 
farm even today 

many to believe this sinister 
entity never left. 


ANDREW JACKSON had 
witnessed the terrifying event 


In 1819, Andrew Jackson (who later became the 7th 
President of the United States) got word of the demonic 
disturbancesat the home of his friend, John Bell, and decided 
to pay him a personal visit. Jackson and his entourage, 
consisting of several men and a large wagon, journeyed from 
Nashville to the Bell home. As the entourage approached the 
Bell property, the wagon suddenly stopped. ‘The horses tried 
pulling but to no avail--the wagon simply would not move. 

After several minutes of cursing and trying to get the 
wagon to move, Jackson exclaimed that it must have been 
the “witch.” As soon as Jackson uttered these words, an 
unidentified female voice spoke, telling Jackson and his 
men that they could proceed, and that "she would see them 
again later that evening.” 

Terrified, Jackson's men begged to leave the Bell farm but 
Jackson insisted on staying so that he could find out more 
about the demon. The following day, Jackson, a hero in the 
Battle of New Orleans four years earlier, was quoted as later 
having said, “I'd rather fight the entire British Army than 
to deal with the Bell Witch." It happened in 1819 and it is 
happening again today. 

In the tradition of THE EXORCIST, AMITYVILLE 
HORROR, and THE EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE comes 
the AN AMERICAN HAUNTING, another tale of demonic 
evil based on the BELL WITCH 
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By Kathryn Fatima Reyes 


TAYLOR IZED! 
тап dol" Taylor Hicks 
at would happen to every- 
one who listens to his music. 

Taylor’ first single outing is due out on 
June 13, It consists of "Do 1 Make You 
Proud?” and the Doobie Brothers “Taking 
Ie To The Streets.” 

‘Do | Make You Proud?” was especially 
written for him: he sang it on the show's 

formance finale late last month. 
sic mogul Clive Davis signed 
the fifth “American Idol" to a record 
deal shorly after He isset to produce 
the Season 5 champs full-length al- 
bum later this year. 
Taylor has two pre-‘Al” indie 
ilbums—"In Your Time (1997) 
and “Under the Radar” (2005). 
Ir is interesting to know 
hat as an infant, the guy 
who made gray hair cool 
was blond. In puberty, he 
recalled, his hair turned 
black, and now its all 
gray. 

In an exclusive in- 
terview arranged by 
Star World, ‘Taylor admitted 
that he found some of Simon Cow- 
ells criticisms. offensive.-particularly 
when the snooty judge told him that he 

had performed like he was drunk. 

“That kind of got under my skin a lite 
bit,” the 29-year-old said. “But 1 got to 
show him. Lam the American Ido!’ so ha- 
ho-ho-ha-ha-ha" 


What's the story behind that jacket you 
‘wore during the finale? 

Isaw the jacket about eight weeks ago 
and I thought, ЧЕ go to the finale, Im go- 
ing to buy it." So 1did. 


What we can expect from your album? 

Tean guarantee you this, it willbe an al- 
bum with my stamp of approval, guaran- 
teed. 


Doyou relate to thelyrics of ‘Dol Make 
You Proud?” 

Yes, I feel lucky to have been given that 
single, The lyrics mean a lot [to me]. 


‘You are performing with fellow "Idol" 
finalists on tour. 

Tm looking forward to that, This is 
"Idols most talent-filled year. I love 
working with talented people--it makes 
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em PHILIPPINE 
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Beyond ‘b 


NOW THAT THE PRELIMINARY PHAS- 
es of "Philippine Idol” are upon us, we 
‘wonder how this homegrown edition of 
the hit "American Idol” singing search 
will pan out. 

Will it end up having its own dynamics 
and scope? Another P64,000 question: 
How different will it be from the plethora 
ofsinging tts that we already have? 

We believe that, while the “American 
dol" template will be followed, the local 
edition’ success will depend on the astute- 
ness ofthe people who will choose the new 
competitions semi-finalists. 

How good will they be at sporting the 
genuine, original talent in a sea of scream- 
ing and biriting wannabes? Can they rise. 
above the usual padrino and pakiusap sys- 
tem that all too often compromises local 
singing searches? We trust that ABC-S has 
chosen its "Philippine Idol" people well. 

On point of talent, there's no problem. 
discovering 24 and then 12 real singing 
finds here. 

Some years ago, we were involved in the 
"Miss Saigon” search, and we were bowled 
over by the awesome singers who audi- 
tioned (many of whom never got to per- 
form in the hit musical abroad, by the way) 

So, we do have the stellar level singers, 
"The question is, can they survive to the 
point where they can share their talent on 
‘TV with the viewing nation, for people to 
vore them to vicory-—and the singing star- 
dom they deserve? 

In this regard, wee heartened by some 
of the comments that the three official 
“Philippine Ido jurors have made: 

Ryan Cayabyab pointed out that we 
have many good singers. What he will be 
looking out for, he shares, is that “extra 
something" that makes a talent a star 

Francis Magalona says he will be оп the 
lookout for originality So, gaya-gaya, 
plakado talents, either change your ap- 
‘proach, or throw in the towel. 

And Pilita Corrales made us happy 
when she recently criticized singers here 
for their “birie” mentality, hitting all those 
high notes relentlessly, to impress and ex- 
cite the listening public. 

"This birit syndrome is a major problem 
on the local music scene, so Pilita should be 
complimented for inveighing agains it 

Some days ago, we caught a “singing 
champions" medley on TV and all of the 
award-winning young singers “made bir,” 
assaulting viewers’ eardrums and leaving 
musical taste and sensibility in shattered 
bitsand pieces 

We trust that prospective “Philippine 
Idol" contestants will take the jurors’ com- 
ments to heart, and focus on showcasing 
not just the strength and range again 
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|z also- song interpretation, gen- 
on, nyusicality, tempo, contrast, 
thar words, all of the equally im- 
crorthat many of our singing 
“champions” ignore, in favor of 
ing listeners over the head with 
calsledgehammers. 
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The Last Stand" broke local box- 

rds when it grossed Р58,828,446 
‘Aanila and P77,354,250 nation- 

s first five days. The blockbuster 
1 hefty 65-percent share of the 

жег. 

1 dwet theaters showing the film 
North Edsa (P3,893,362), SM 
(83,659,378) and Glorietta 4 
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NEW Minstrels 


New Minstrels 
reunion concert 


THE NEW MINSTRELS COME TOGETHER 
for'a special presentation, “The Ultimate Re- 
union Concert (The New Minstrels’ Five Gen- 
erations) on June 16, 8 p.m., at the Aliw The- 
ater. 

Call 911-5555 


Same Same 
Clint and Bob of Same 


Same created their huge * SHOW 7 
following as members of 7 


The Moffatts TIME 
They are in town until June А 
12 to promote their debut 

album, “The Meaning of Happy.” 

‘They're set to at SM Mall of Asia today and SM 
North Edsa on Sunday. Mall shows start at 4 
p.m. They will also perform tomorrow, 7 p.m., 
at Fuente Circle, Eastwood City, Libis 


Flamenco evening 
The Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) Ba- 
haginan invites all music lovers to an evening 
of Flamenco dancing by the internationally 
acclaimed dancer-choreographer Clara Ra- 
mona and her sons Isaac and Nino delos 
Reyes, 8:30 tonight at the Aguinaldo Theater 
Library (AFP 
Theater) in 
Quezon City 
Music by 
Yerbaguena. 
Call 374-6450 
or 52, ext. 15 


June 10 
MYMP with 
Nyoy Volante 
in "Fall In Love" 
at SM Mega- 
mall Cinema 9. 

Settee Call 891-9999 

Melanie Marquez in Beauty Reborn: A Cele- 

bration of Fashion, Style and Wellness at J. 

Nakpil corner Orosa Street, Malate 

Brown Republicat Tavern on the Square 

Aretha and the Souled Out Band at Merk's 

Ваг 

Winston's Wings Tour continues with Sugar- 

free at Padi's 

Point Las Piñas 

Sam Milby at De 

Paul College 

Football Field in 

Jaro, Iloilo 

Gary V “Rele- 

vance” ашт 

tour at SM Sta. 

Rosa; 5 p.m. 

The Retro Show 

atRJTVBar 


June ll 

МТУ Youth Fair 
at the Rockwell 
Tent in Makati with KC Montero, Cindy 
Kurleto and Marc Abaya 

Same Same at SM North Edsa 

Lynn Sherman at RJTV Bar 


June 12 

Strings of Soul and Dindo at Tavern on the 
Square 

Silk and Steel at Merk's Bar Bistro, Green- 
Без 

Raging Wet at Brox Dance Bar 


June 13 

Kamikazee at Siliman University, Du- 
maguete City. The band sings "First Day 
High.” Rexona models Patty Laurel, Rich Al- 
varez, Charles Lejano, Kat Alano and Boy 2 
‘Quizon star in the song's music video. 

Jojo A All the Way and Gimme A Break at 
RJTV Bar 

Julianne and Sitti at Tavern on the Square 
‘Aretha and the Souled Out Band at Merk's 
Bar 


KAMIKAZEE 


June 14 

Jojo A All the Way 

and Gimme A Break 

at RJTV Bar 

RJ at Discovery 

Suites” Serendipity 

Lounge 

Sandilea and MYMP 

at Tavern on the 

Square 

Wednesday Jazz Fes- 

tival at Merk's Bar 

with Richard Merk, 
Judith Banal 


SAM Milby 
Eddie Katindig an 


June 15 

‘The Greatest and Latest Hits Concert fea- 
turing RJ with Megan Aguilar and Girl Va- 
lencia at the Captain's Bar of the Mandarin 
Hotel; 8 p.m. 

Jojo A All the Way and Gimme A Break at 
RJTV Bar 

Day One at Tavern on the Square 

Acoustic Jive at Merk's Bar 


June 16 

RJ'n Friends and Moonstrucks at RJTV Bar 
Cascades 2006 World Tour at the Araneta 
Coliseum 

Solace at SM Molino 


4 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


DGAR MORTIZ RECALLED 
E how, as a 13-year-old, he took 

the Matorco double-deck bus 
along Dewey (now Roxas) Boule 
vard: 

"Му mom and 1 would wait for it in 
Rizal Park. The fare was only 25 centavos 
from the park to the ABS-CBN studio, near 
San Juan de Dios Hospital.” 

Mortiz was the champion for 13 weeks 
оп the networks talent search, “Tawag ng 
Tanghalan,” hosted by Pugo and Patsy. 

He recounted: "А year before | 
Joined, Nora Aunor had topped the 
contest. We had the same vocal 
coach: Romy Hernandez. Thats 
why we sang the same type 
ofsongs.” А 

Even before he j^ 
could compete in the > 
finals, the neophyte t,. $ 
was signed up asa {Ж 
regular on the net- j& 
works “Oras ng Lig- 
aya,” headlined by Sylvia La Torre and Os- 
car Obligacion. 

“Oras,” Edgar said, was mounted in the 
new ABS-CBN studios in Quezon City. “My 
partner on the show was Nora.” 

When Tirso Cruz Ш entered the picture, 
they became a triangle. “But they fell in 
love and Iwas eased out.” 

One day, Mortiz bumped into a child- 
hood acquaintance, Vilma Santos, in the 
studio. “Iwas only 9 when we met on Tino 
Lapus “Eskuwelahang Munti.” 

Next time they met, Mortiz was a cert 
fied teen star. 1 told [fan-urned.alent 
manager] Angge that Id like to have Vi as 
my ka-loveteam.” 

"Thus, the Vi-Bobot teamup was born. 

In August 1970, the network launched a 
teen variety show, "D' Sensations’ —star- 
ring Moniz, Santos, Romy Mallari, Perla 
Adea, Esperanza Fabon, Ike Lozada and 
company 

He reminisced: “It was the ASAP of its 
time. Aired at 5 pm. it went head to head 
against Superstar! hosted by Nora and Ed- 
die Peregrina.” 


Master, mentor 

He gave credit to late acordirector 
"Tony Santos Sc for the success of "D' Sen- 
sations”: “He masterminded the fame of 
Nora and the other teen stars. Once, in the 
directors booth, I heard him instruct the 
cameraman: ‘Zoom in on the fans. They 
wil hit each other with chairs" True 
enough, a fight broke out between Vi-Bot 
and Guy Pip (Nora-Tiso) fans. 

"The cameraman asked how he knew. 
Direk shrugged and said, told them to. 

Mortiz looked up to Tony Santos Sc as 
mentor and master of mass entertainment. 
“Five of the Top 10 shows were under him, 
including Tang-Tarang Tang and ‘Oras ng 
Ligaya. [And] since he was also an actor, 
he had his finger onthe public pulse.” 

"Working with Santos was a breeze, Mor- 
tiz remembered. “Like playtime. Wed 
spend more time chatting than working. 
Не would give us instructions only 15 min- 
utes before the show" 

He regarded Direk as a “pillar of the in- 
dustry” Quite literally he noted, since San- 
tos’ name is etched, among other network 
pioneers, in the columns of the new ABS- 
CBN building. 

After two years on top, "D' Sensations” 
folded up when the network was pad- 
locked during martial law. “We had no 
choice but to transfer to KBS 9,” Mortiz 
said. 

With Vilma, he starred in a string of 
shows—"Vi & Bot” "Edgar Loves Vilma" 
and “Santos Mortiz & Associates." They 
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“DIREK” BOBOT at ABS-CBN lobby, left. He tells 


parted ways in 1974. 

Mortiz had a solo show “People,” which 
aired on Channel 13 from 1975 to 1978. 
“There he met his wife Millet Santos. (Her sis- 
ter Charo (now ABS-CBN channel head) 
had her practicum in Santos charity show) 

Moniz jested: “What can 1 do? 
Santos women love me!” 

On April 3, 1977, they tied 
knot. He was 24, she was 17. In 
quick succession, they had four 
Kids— Frasco (now, 27), Badjie (26), Calin 
(24), and Camille (23). 

"When she tumed 21, my in-laws had 
my wife ligated!” 

‘A cool dad, he described himself. 
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idren, “Don’t be afraid of failure or defeat 


PHOTOS BY ROMY HOMLLADA + ADDITIONAL PHOTOS COURTESY OF EDGAR MORTIZ.: 


Stil, he admitted he didn’t fully under- 
stand the young. “I went to Embassy bar 
recently and the techno music gave me a 
headache” 

‘One youthful fad he did take up was а 

Korean sitcom titled “Nonstop.” He re- 
ported: “Frasco and Badjie 
would stay up until 3 am. to 


the YESTERDAY (ic the show on Arirang (Kore- 


ап channel on cable). I watched 

^ — itonceand was hooked.” 
"Nonstop" served as inspiration for the 
new Saturday teen sitcom "Lets Go,” 
which he s directing. Over 150 teeners au- 
ditioned for the 12 roles on the ABS-CBN 
show. All of them underwent training un- 


BAD Bananas Christopher de Leon, Johnny Delgado, Edgar Mortiz and Jay Ilagan 


der the Actors Workshop Foundation. 
Mortiz used the same process for the kids 
оп "Going Bulili"—a Kapamilya gag show 
he had conceptualized. “Our goal is to 
make even drama actors do comedy natu- 
rally” he said. 

А concrete example was Bad Bananas, 
he noted. Not one of the other Ba- 
manas Christopher de Leon, Johnny Del- 
gado and the late Jay Ilagan---was known 
for comedy when he formed the group 
with them in the mid-1970s. 

But their first TV venture, "Tambakan Al- 
ley?” foundered. “The public didnt get our 
jokes" By 1986, he said, the public had 
caught up with them and their gag show, "Go- 
ing Bananas," became a consistent top rater 

Ні explanation: "The show came at the 
right time, post-Edsa, The Censors had just 
been abolished, and we were free to do all 
sons of stuf” 

‘After “Going Bananas” was axed in 
1992, Mortiz was jobless for two years un- 
til the ABC 5's “Tropang Trumpo” landed in 
his lap. К was about to be canceled when 
heand Al Tantay took over Instead of tank- 
ing, the gag show ran for two more years, 
ший its stars Michael V and Ogie Alcasid 
were pirated by GMA 7 for “Bubble Gang.” 

Mortiz joined ABS-CBN, where sister-in- 
Jaw Charo is now a top executive. 

Frasco and Badjie are also on "Lets 
Go"—the former as writer and the latter as 
actor (the resident bully) 

He shared the most important piece of 
advice he had passed on to his children: “I 
told them not to be afraid of failure, that 
only after experiencing defeat can they val- 
Ue success.” 


Viand Bot 


ANGEL LOCSIN IS THE NEW FACE OF 
Avon Color. The last time they launched a 
campaign as big as this one, local execs 
ofthe makeup company pointed out, was 
four years ago, with Lea Salonga. 

We took one of them aside and asked, 
“So why Darna after Miss Saigon?” 

Her reply: "During Lea's turn, we need- 
ed someone whose image would gener- 
ate an ‘aspirational elect. Now we need 
someone people can reach, someone 
they feel they can touch." 

Hmmm. 


ANGELLocsin LEA Salonga 


To reach the reachable’ star 


Singapore sling 

Christian Bautista is launching his al- 
bum, "The Way You Look At Me,” to Sin- 
aporo. It's been to Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thaland, with 
impressive results. Did you 
Know that the very popular Ше 
track was written by American 
composers Andrew Fromm апа 5, 
Keith Follese? 


So beautiful 

‘Speaking of songwriters 
Billy Preston the exuberant key- 
boardist who landed gigs with 
the Beatles and the Rolling 
Stones—and who died yester- 
day at 59—wrote Joe Cockers 
enduring hit, “You Are So Beauti- 
ful.” 


Keanu lonely 

Speaking of beautiful ... Keanu Reeves 
saya no lonely and wants to get married 
and have children, in an upcoming issue 
Gf Parade magazine. The Assovaled 
Prass reports Tha 41-year-old actor says 
he continues to mourn the loss of his 
зоот daughter in 1999 and the death 
othe baby’s mother, Jenner Syme, ina 
car crash in 2001. 


CHRSTIAN 
Bautista 


RUSHES 


pares 


Careful, Jake 

Speaking of cautious 
In Los Angeles, "Brokeback Mountain won. 
the second highest number of MTV Movie 
‘Awards (lopnotcher was “Wedding Crash- 
brs) on Satorday-—Including Best Kiss for 
тог Јака Gylenhaa and Heath Ledger 
nd Best Performance for Gyllenhaal. The 
twin wins were rare for a critically ac- 
aimed movie at the offbeat awards show. 
Gyllenhaal kept the mood light when ac- 


cepting the award for Best Kiss by keeping 
a wide distance between himsel and pre- 
senter Justin Timberlake. Reuters 


‘Lust, Caution’ 
Speaking ot "Brokeback 
The latest from Oscar-winning Tal- 
wanese director Ang Lee, according to 
AP: a spy thriler titled 
"Lust, Caution." Lee 
was in Taipei early this 
week casting forthe 
project. He has report- 
edly met with Zhang 
Ziyi and Zhou Xun. 


Thanks, 


perverts 

Also atthe MTV 

Awards, actress Jessi- 

ca Alba, while picking 

up the Sexiest Perfor- 

mance award for "Sin City, thanked "al 
the perverts who voted tor me.” Reuters 


Killer timing 

Matthew McConaughey, on working 
with Sarah Jessica Parker: Sho has killer 
timing. | keep saying she's pecullar. She's 
manicure and mischievous, sophisticat- 
ed. but she can blush." 


n 
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From page АЗА 


manuel C. Taylo, 
“Labada” by Raz dela 
Torre, “No Passport 
Needed” by Jeannie 
Lim, 
“Orasyon” by Rom- А MA, Б м 
mel Tolentino, Parang 4 d A true story of one 
Pelikula" by Hubert ts take oy 1 
Tibi, "Puto?! by Jeck m ә Е of the most famous 
Cogama, “Puwang” by Pie) > 
Anna Isabelle Matuni- |9 > Bas i "on m instances of 
na, and “Sa Silaw” by | 2 Af 
Reinzi L. Balao, \ aris X fyi in’ Demonic 
The Cinemalaya {i ЖЛ "E. 
2006 awards show ji 1 у, Ae E POSSPSSION 
will be held on July23 [M р : х 
at the COP Mala ты: Ш ib E Ч — y in American history. 
ater in Pasay City. The b a 
festival begins on July 
17. The weeklong B i. i 
event wil also feature ) T 
film exhibitions, a flm. ‘The incident was 
expoand market, sem- : й 
inars, conferences, an 8 - witnessed and 
indie films congress E um a 5 Ў 
and other теней | Ex : TEE | j documented by 
events. 


hundreds of people, 


Taylor... ~DRAIN TE EASca~ 777 4 / among them was 
WELCO man NG Andrew Jackson, the 


From pago A2-4 MIR Раз, 


“The Tonight Sow | ш. р WILL ENTIRELY TOUCH 7th President of the 


‘was a moment that I'l 


IN a 
пект ые апу | YOUR HEART AND SOUL." | -AN CAN HAUN United States, 


reer, Avin White, Dally TRIBUNE 


When do you getto go „THE ULTIMATE MESSAGE OF 
home next? HOPE THAT IS GENUINE AND 

Т really don't know. STIRRING.” ac Nuckalew. гї MSTEWCOM 
Тнк etie CAPTIVATING MOVIE THAT 


one day at a time and 
make sure that every- PANES гре. SMILE, LAUGH AND 


thing is going right. IT HAPPENED IN 1818 
‘What does the future quoe OS : NOW IT'S HAPPENING AGAIN 
Pi 


hold for your old 
band, Little Memphis 


ba ayen КЛ ain a" a) ATIN TINO 


‘Those guys are such 


great musicians, we d 

"Were all competent as F t 

the Taylor Hicks Band | 3 f 
and they are just so р 


NG Memphis Blues Ny i | THE BELİ. WITCH STORY 
Orchestra. І hope to й 
see those guys soon. 


Do you have a girl- 
friend? 
None right now. 


(agn 4 : 

at do you oo for day : : - ARANETA CENTER 
tha opel somes 4 х 

"cing 


LI A 
Why is that impor- S т LI сн 
tant to you? 4 
Just because, it just 
is. Shealso has to have 


hu- j р A L 
Torres PEN Ex 1039 


But whats the best (Ultra sound 

thing about being sin- B x 

gle? RS. N Жем -PI / 
Freedom... freedom Ete : АЗ = mya 


to do as you please. 
Bi)! Tm looking to, f ot FINDING NEMO and THE INCREDIBLES 


these days. LI 


When your name 
was called as the 
winner what went 
through your mind at 
that moment? 

1 мах thinking: 
“Dont fall down. Don't 
forget to thank all the 
people who voted for 
you.” 


You're stepping into | " ч : е 
this business as a su- 7 BEFORE & AFTER THE MOVIE DINE AT OVER 300 FOOD OUTLETS 


КО тшк cele AROUND THE CENTER * COME EARLY & AVOID THE RUSH 


stream than “Ameri- 
can Idol.” How do 
you find the main- 
stream music scene 
rightnow? 
1 think its getting _ 
tty good. John Leg- Р uc cvm - 
Eel and people lic BB i М INSIDE MAN OMEN 666 
that, ithassuchasoul- $ й ё 
ful feel I like hip-hop 
and rap, and theres all 
kinds of feelings that's 
associated with that, ^ 
is not in a bac А -BENCH WARMER 
non um, ý ALABOWIOVE цн TO LAUN XMEN 3 OMEN 666 
opinion, E 


TAKE THE LEAD. MANAY PO THE DA VINCI 


Would you ever have 
a rapper spit a few 
lines on one of your 
records? 

Sure, 


Were you ever self 
conscious about your 
prematurely graying 
hair when you were 
younger, like in col- 
lege? 

1 really didn't know 
what to think about it. 
It kind of just slowly 
grew on me, literally. 


ALL ABOUT LOVE 


* d 


о 


WO PWEDENG MAGLAROI ХО PWEDENG MAKA-JACKPOTI 


Pagkatapos gamitin ang Pwede! Card, pwede ka nang Pwede kang maging isa sa 5 lucky winners ng P25,000 
sumali sa PLDT Payphone Puzzie game! Kapag natapos kapag nahanap mo ang Lucky PLDT Payphone sa loob 
mo ang game, free admission na sa Pwede! Cardnivall ng SM Mall Of Asia! 


o PWEDENG МАМЫ! Lahat ng ito, hatid sa inyo ng PAY PHONE 
Sa puzzle game, pwede ka ring manalo ng food, fortune- Pa Ka hi 


telling, body art, caricature, and many more! " 


In cooperation with maze or ASIA 
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Prospects of peace 
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Megaworld clinches P7.2-B Chinatown deal 


Project said to be biggest ORRO ` Srock MARKET 
real estate dev't in Manila PESO-DOUARNATE: a, Shares dose 2.7% lower 


‘SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 


: ip s325- $ $619.60- 274 percent lower. extending a three- 
By Elizabeth L. Sanchez Retail space will also be set ‚5210 day slide as the regional markets tum- 


aside at the school complex for AsofSpim,june8,2006 —— ' мм. bled on concerns that higher US inter- 


PROPERTY DEVELOPER Providers of food and school sup- S nias КЇ Жош, strates wil dampen growth, doalers 
Bitrate” 


plies, in addition to the sports fa- Hong ont sid 
Megaworld Corp. has cilities, parks and playgrounds Ме 2006 They sald the market could not 3 
entered into a joint ven- thatwil be putup. MET JN, Asof5 pmJune 82006 sHaREs/e3  Geesockmshtreporton Page BT) 
a ^ The second parcel of land will ped 
ture with the city gOV- give rise to a residential condo- 
ernment of Manila to de- pani com to be dubbed! 
mg ityplace. 

velop а  P7J-billion “the community will contain 
mixed-use complex in 1700 residential condominium 

i 1 units, a shopping center, with 
Binondo, Manila. space for a business process out- A ES 
CE. IS. bye, sourcing office, and a boutique À 

а in Chinatown, hotel for business travelers. ч sWTN 
a = шин шы GROSS eee 
tional complex and a residential HALA paha ыш eux ‘oi nt e 
condominium community, Mega- free of лын Б 
World said in a disclosure to the т 0n Ehe map cea i 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE). “Through Cityplace, the devel- 
o he project is expected to Б° оре hope fo preserve and en- 

medi Manito under. Pee Binondo's rich history and 

a multicultural heritage. 

take this urban renewal projectin Megaworld also plans to build 
yond clini and president An... Cones lab DRM odi ad 
drew Tansaid “Itisthe largestre- Pisce environment and pedestii. 
al estate development in Manila by friendly. 
in thelast 25 years.” ‘According to sources, part of 


Оп the first plot ofland, Меда. die funding for the project will 
world plans to put up six school 


a panama | HIGHEST PEAK: 
mented by a housing project with.“ “Also, Megaworld is currently a 
studying the debt market abroad, 


hoping to raise $100 million from 
abond offer. 


Peso breaches 53:51 8 [3 WISS-INSPIRED. | 
on threat of Fed hike 


a total of 414 residential units for 
school teachers and other non- 
teaching personnel, 


By Michelle V. Remo was anchored on talks about the 
possibilty of another inerease in the Ё : 
THE PESO YESTERDAY BRE- US interest rate, US Federal Reserve : T A С А Y Т. A Y 
ached the 53-to-a-dollar mark and chair Ben Bemanke was earlier ? 5 
dosedatisintradayowofS3.25 quoted as saying that the US central : : 
‘against the greenback, as the local. bank would remain vigilant against 
currency took a beating from the inflationary pressures. 
increasein demand for dollars and Тһе US Fed rate now stands at 5 
prospects of a higher US interest percent following successive hikes 
rate since June 2004, when the US mon- 
The peso's closing rate yester- etary authority was still headed by 
day--the first time itreached the Alan Greenspan, who took a frm 
53:51 level this year—was 33 stand against inflation. 
centavos weaker than the previ- An increase in Fed rate makes US 
ous day's close of 52.92. bonds and securities more attrac- 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas буе, The increase may trigger capi- 
Governor Amando Tetangco Jr... tal fight from emerging economies 
said the weakening of the peso like the Philippines. With a narrow- 
had more to do with regional ing gap between US interest rate 
trend rather than problems in the and that of emerging economies, 
domestic economy. risk-averse individuals would nor- 


He said the decline in the local, mally prefer shifting their invest- MEI 


i POM t j 
currency was not peculiar to the pe- ments to the United States. [Doux] Poln АШ dea ACH рор 


so, as currencies of other emerging Тһе BSR meanwhile, has re- poate 
markets were also adversely py a tained itsinterestrateat 75 percent |! $ SERERE 
ed by the strengthening dollar. despite an increasing US interest 

The peso opened at 52,95, al- rate. Tetangco had said the BSP did 
ready weaker than the previous not see any reason to hike its inter- 
days close, and averaged at est rate, adding that the interest m m 
53,034. Volume of trade reached rate differential between the US Pai perience ina na 
$526.5 million. and the Philippines could still be Pa A AEE ру s 

Analysts said the drop of the peso PESO/ B3 М? PAR 


Planned LRT link to, airport 
gets support of airlines 


By Daxim L. Lucas Yesterday, budget airline Cebu 
Pacific, which is based at the do- 
THE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT AU- mestic terminal, pledged its sup- 
thority (АТА) plans to extend its port to the project. 
Line 1—їһе oldest of the metropo- — "[We] fully support the initia- 
lis "modern" rail systems—from буе of the Manila International 
either its Baclaran terminus or its Airport Authority, in partnership 
depot in Pasay City to the Manila with the Light Rail Transit Au- 
Domestic Terminal. thority, for the construction of a 
The plan immediately drew rail project to link the Manila Do- 
the support of airlines based at mestic Airport to the LRT- 
the terminal, saying it will make Baclaran train station,” the air- 
the area more accessible to com- line said. “It will make travel to 
muters. and from the domestic airport 
In an interview, LRTA general easier, faster and more affordable 
manager Mel Robles said the plan for the growing number of do- 
is feasible because of the proximi- mestic travelers availing of Cebu 
tyofthe rail line's depot tothe old Pacific's low airfares.” 
domestic terminal. Ir added that the LATA rail pro- 
“The domestic airport is only ject proposal jibes with the over- 
250 meters from gate 3 of our de- all improvement of the domestic 
pot,” Robles said. airports facility in terms of acces- 
Preliminary discussions have sibility. 
already been held with the man- At present, two options for the 
agement of the Manila Interna- extension are being evaluated. 
tional Airport Authority, which The first calls for an extension di- 
oversees operations of the do- rectly connecting the LRTl 
mestic terminal. Baclaran station to the airport. 
“We're in the initial stage ofthe “This is the longer option,” the 
project,” Robles said. PLANNED/ B3 
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While the bill forms part of the 
tax reform agenda, the Depart- 
ment of Finance said it would re- 
sult in about P17 billion in for- 
gone government tax revenue. 

According to DOF estimates, 
P15.9 billion of the forgone rev- 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON 
ways and means has finalized the 
the bill that will impose a uniform 
income tax rate of 35 pereent on 
individual taxpayers. 


enue would be accounted for by 
salaried individuals, while P1.1 
billion would be accounted for by 
self-employed taxpayers. 

The bill, authored by members of 
the committee, seeks to impose a 
35-percent income tax on incomes 
exceeding P144,000. Any income 
below the threshold amount are ex- 
empted from the tax. 

‘Although the proposed tax rate is 
higher than the maximum individu- 
alincome taxrate of 32 percent cur- 
rently imposed, the ЫП would result 
in foregone revenue because of the 
‘exemption from the income tax of 
those earning below P144,000. 

The current system provides 
for five individual income tax 
rates which are based on income 
brackets. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves said his department had re- 
quested the Senate committee on 
ways and means, headed by Sen. 
Ralph Recto, to set the implemen- 
tation of the income tax reform in 
2007 the earliest. 


‘Get Pregnant?- 
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Uniform tax rate to cost gov't P17 


This is because the govern- 
ments 2006 revenue-collection 
status is still uncertain, given the 
difficulties faced by the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue in meeting its 
taxcollection target for the year. 

Teves told reporters that the 
department preferred that the 
proposed income tax reform be 
revenue neutral. 

‘The Senate committee on ways 
and means agreed on the imple- 
mentation of the income tax re- 
form in January 2007. 

‘The committee, however, did not 
heed the DOFs call to come up with 
a bill that will be revenue neutral 

The committee said the impo- 
sition of the flat tax was intended 
to simplify the system and there- 
fore encourage tax compliance 
and plug revenue leakages. 

The bill states that the 35-per- 
cent individual income tax will be 
in effect until end-2008. By Jan- 
uary 2009, the bill says, the in- 
come tax rate will be reduced to 
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B BPO workforce seen 


hitting 1M-2M in 2010 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE BUSINESS PROCESS OUT- 
sourcing (BPO) industry is seen 
employing between 1 million and 
2million people by 2010, outpac- 
ing the call center industry's tar- 
geted employee base of 500,000 
by the same period. 

їп a briefing yesterday, Contact 
Center Association of the Philip- 
pines director Renato Yap said the 
BPO sector would continue to 
provide more jobs for the Fil- 
ipinos inthe coming years. 

Another CCAP director, People- 
Support Philippines Inc. president 
Rainerio Borja, said growth in the 
BPO sector could be attributed to the 
fact that certain processes that were 
not being farmed out before were 
now being entrusted to third parties. 

The industry's continued 
strong growth is seen to result in 
a surge in the demand for more 
workers. The critical issue here, 


according to the industry isa pos- 
sible labor shortage. 

According to CCAR out of the 
country’s 400,000 graduates ev- 
егу year, only 25 percent are 
deemed “immediately employ- 
able, or armed with the right 
competence and skills to join the 
BPO and information technology- 
enabled services sectors. 

"Labor shortage is a glaring is- 
sue facing us. But this is some- 
thing we hope we could address," 
said CCAP director and Pilipinas 
Teleserv director for marketing 
and quality Raffy David. 

Asked if the labor shortage 
would mean having to. sacrifice 
quality just to meet the industry's 
growing demand for people, he 
said the industry's take-up of pro- 
jects was “well calculated,” or 
projects were only taken in if they 
knew that these could be fulfilled 
and with the same good quality 
that the country was known for. 


30 percent. 
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ФУ YUCHENGCO-OWNED 
Rial Commercial 
Banking Corp. (RCBC) 
is bullish about increas- 
ing its revenue from the 
remittance business, 
targeting to corner $15 
billion worth of the ex- 
pected remittances this 


year. 

The $1.5-billion tar- 
get represents a 50- 
percent increase from 
the $1 billion worth of 
remittances that were 
coursed through 
RCBC last year. 

RCBC president and 
chief operating officer 
Francisco S. Magsajo 
Jr said the bank aimed 
at expanding the con- 
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Full dot display: Allows the natural input of 
expressions of the fraction, numerator and 
denominator can be clearly displayed in 


к pressions as far аз pos! 
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Natural output: The calculation results in 
iirational numbers (which have non-circulating 
infinite decimals such as /Z and т) can be 
converted to the expression using /” or m. 


A CAUTION _))) 

DO NOT PUT YOUR FUTURE AT RISK! 
ki inani CASIO prosuce Bart and waranied 
ty Duane Pus re covard wth one (1) year waranty 


and afte sales service. N you want to make sure that youre 
4| getting the real deal, look for the BPM bar code seal 


32 


А ‘revolutionary disp! 


fx-BOOES aao) fx-B2ES 


+ fraction сокмо Tatio function 
+ errore ond permutoton 

| Equation eolewtions 

LANA saopfosjoonony 


fx-350ES 


томо function 
Frecton cotcuations 
Seon and poimuiaton 
omncs 

AMPARO [.ROS)Aecino battery 


(S nons 


s 
AAA szo розьоноу 


4 (345 - 5/3 


B 4 
ASIO.: 
5 
kl 
b natu 
« ratio 


Write do 


Write the 


а 16 


Write the 
° 0.6 
s 0.7 


Write the 
° 0.73) 
Weite do 


a агаў 
a an ir 


{х-991Е$ lisod fx-570ES aaa 


iniogoton / Ditorenta! 
Noth саса 

часо салонот 

‘Compton rumber colculolons 
AAA azoiROSibolon 


1 тою» number caicuiation. 
Twowoy power 


Farmars Annan Cubao OC 
ТЭТ asia 911-077 1 tiet 911-2985 
A225 CM Recto Avenue Ste Cruz Mania 
Tes 91-567 to 76 712.295 iecur TY 
247 Wal Ave. жөп, 
тешле 

vor Gotesco, пыш. 

Ts oz 5341 304.5385 самае 


AVAILABLE AT: (È WESTERN 
an 151/5764 + 0127029 
Han til BYY S95 


~ PTuazon 


"Ever 
Commowes 


балада East Basement Level Sta Lucia East 


Cina usa Ye 045-0398 
Sta Rome Laguna. ТЫ 


GLEJBATRONIGCS 


“Festival Mall "Teis 050-3746758 
«СМ Recto, Mia Tes 711-56711074 


RCBC eyes hike in revenue 
from remittance business 


sumer banking busi- 
mess to the total rev- 
enue of RCBC. 

He said that cur- 
rently, consumer 
banking accounts for 
17 percent of RCBC's 
total revenues. 
Magsajo said the bank 
wanted the share to Last year, the num- 
increase toas muchas ber of Filipinos de- 
35 percent over the pl overseas 
next three years. reached 981,677, 5 

RCBCS remittance percent higher than 
business revenue tar- year-ago level. 
get would be about — RCBC yesterday re- 
12 percent of the launched its Intemet 
more than $11 billion and phone banking 
remittances expected services. Magsajo said 
tobesenttothecoun- that while e-banking 
ty through formal and phone banking 
channelsthis year Һай been pam of 

RCBCs target was RCBCS services in the 
set following the an- past, the bank wanted 
nouncement of the to highlight these ser- 
Bangko Sentral ng vices as a marketing 
Pilipinas’ projection technique and as a 
that remittances from strategy to boost its 
‘overseas Filipino work- consumer banking 
ез (OFW) this year business. Michelle V 
would grow by atleast Remo 


ERC official 
denies links with 
Masinloc bidder 


JESUS ALCORDO, COMMISSIONER OF THE 
Energy Regulatory Commission, expressed 
concern over an “apparent well-orchestrated 
campaign” to drag his name and that of his 
family into the controversy involving YNN 
Holdings Inc's bid to acquire the 600- 
‘megawatt Masinloc power plant in Zambales. 

Alcordo said he had no links with YNN 
Holdings since he had “divested totally from 
any and all private entities that were connect- 
ed with this group as early as the year 2000. 

Alcordo also said he had consistently inhibited 
himself from all ERC deliberations on matters in- 
volving YNN and relared companies. 

ERC Chair Rodolfo Albano confirmed that 
ERC records showed that Alcordo never took 
part in public hearings and decision-making 
process in the ERC when the said companies 
were involved. 

“This was because of Commissioner Alcor- 
do's sense of transparency and delicadeza,” 
Albano said. 

Alcordo also stressed that no member of his 
family had any stake in any company interes 
ed in the Masinloc deal. He branded as "out- 
right lies” reports saying that a nephew was 
chief executive officer of an Australian-based 
company which earlier sought to partner with 
YNN for the Masinloc project. 

Alcordo said the nephew alluded to “ was 
never an employee of that company but was 
an investment banker whose only role was to 
introduce his client to prospects in the power 
industry in the country.” 

He said he had nothing to do with the dis- 
cussions and negotiations between the Power 
Sector Assets and Liabiliries Management 
Corp. (PSALM) and the YNN group on the 
sale of the Masinloc plant. 

Alcordo said that while he was fully support- 
ing the governments privatization program for 
the power sector, "the regulatory body has no di- 
rect involvement in the particular transactions 
conceming the government's power assets.” 

“I have completely no influence on that 
project nor do 1 intend to intervene at all in 
that sale,” he underscored. 

Alcordo added that he did not take part in 
the public hearings and decision of the ERC on 
the petition of Meralco for tariff adjustment on 
its electricity supply contract with Duracom 
Mobile Power Corp., wherein YNN hasa stake. 

“Itis on record that | never took part in cases 
involving companies where 1 held directorial or 
management positions in the past,” he stressed. 

“Т appeal to these groups to spare innocent 
parties from the destructive methods they are 
currently using to attain whatever goal they 
have," Alcordo said. 


10 percent from last 
years $10.7 billion. 

The BSPs forecast 
was based on the in- 
creasing number of 
deployed Filipinos 
and the improving 
quality of jobs avail- 
able for OFWs. 
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THE CASH-STRAPPED GOVERNMENT IS 
sitting on an even bigger gold mine than what 
we reported Wednesday. 

According to Ortigas and Co. records, the 
government owns 151.5 hectares of Camp 
Aguinaldo, and only 26.3 hectares of the 
177.8hectare camp were donated by the 
landholding company. 

Across the road, Ortigas and Co. also do- 
nated 8.2 hectares of Camp Crame after sell- 
ing to the government a total of 32.7 hectares 
for use of the then constabulary camp. 

Both Aguinaldo and Crame donations were 
anchored on the government's continued mil- 
itary/police use of both camps, which means 
that should the government decide to priva- 
tize the facilities or convert them to other use, 
the twin donations would revert to Ortigas. 

Still, between Crame and Aguinaldo, the 
government can freely dispose of a combined 
184.2 hectares, potentially worth, at an even 
lower estimate of P20,000 a square meter, 
P36.8 billion, enough to cover the shortfall of 
the long-delayed AFP modernization plan. 

‘According to the grapevine, a redevelop- 
ment plan for Camp Aguinaldo had been 
drawn up by a US consulting firm that had 
been commissioned during the Ramos gov- 
ernment, alongside that condueted on Fort 
Bonifacio. 

Even without the wholesale privatization 
of Aguinaldo, the military establishment still 
has room to free up precious space for, say, ad- 
ditional housing units for its active personnel. 

The underutilized golf course and twin 
driving ranges in Aguinaldo, for instance, al- 
ready account for more than 40 hectares, not 
counting the Air Force golf course in Villamor, 
the Army-Navy golf course in Bonifacio, and 
another golf course at the Veterans Hospital. 

According to the grapevine, Defense Secre- 
tary Avelino Cruz has declined to meet and 
consider the proposal of Ortigas chief operat- 
ing officer Rex Drilon II to jointly privatize 
Aguinaldo, or any other commercial proposal 
for that matter, preferring that such initiatives 
be directly coursed to Malacafiang. 

For the Logistics Command and other mili- 
tary offices that may be displaced, Ortigas 
and Co. has a 250-hectare property in Teresa, 
Rizal, (not Tanay as earlier reported) that it 
could allow the military unlimited usufruct 
use. 

Failing that, an even bigger 800 hectares in 
the cool mountains of Tanay are also avail 
able, courtesy of the partially sequestered 
Philcomsat Group, where the family of former 
defense secretary, now Sen. Juan Ponce En- 
rile, still retains a minority stake. 


Peso ... raren 


considered comfortable. 

"There is nothing wrong with our economic 
fundamentals since this (peso depreciation) is 
more of a reaction to the US Fed statement,” said 
Jonathan Ravelas, market strategist for Banco de 
Oro. “Hopefully this is just a healthy correction, 
given that the peso appreciated too fast too soon.” 

Ravelas said that Banco de Oro sees the peso 
testing the next level of 53:50 to a dollar over the 
next few days because of lingering thought of a 
higher US interest rate and expectations that the 
Philippine central bank would not likely immedi- 
ately increase its own interest rates. 


Shares ... кв 


hold up against the region-wide sell-off as in- 
vestors continued under pressure after US 
Federal Reserve officials issued fresh warn- 
ings on inflation risk. ` 

The composite index fell 60.74 points to 
2,157.68 after trading between 2,141.37 and 
2,223.35. It was the worst finish since March 
17, when the market closed at 2,150.17 
points. Volume was 3.30 billion shares worth 
P1.87 billion ($35.3 million). 

‘The all-shares index retreated 33.36 points 
101,367.51. 

Losers overwhelmed gainers 109 to seven, 
with 22 stocks unchanged, ‘AFP 


Planned ... «e 


LRTA chief said. "The other option is for us to 
extend it from the depot to the airport.” 

He conceded that the latter proposal is the 
cheaper alternative in addition to being the 
easier one to implement since there will be no 
right-of-way issues to settle with private 
landowners or informal settlers. 

Robles said the rail link will end at an LRT 
station that will be constructed directly across 
the domestic terminal. 

"This will be very good for an airport line," 
he said. 

‘The rail link from the depot to the airport 
may be constructed either on an elevated 
platform or an underground section that will 
run parallel to the existing road. 

Robles said it is too early to give estimates on 
the projects cost, but added that it will be 
cheaper than regular rail projects because much 
of the necessary facilities are already in place. 

“We already have the trains, and it's just a 
short distance from our depot,” he said. 
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Aguinaldo + Crame solution 
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Money-go-round 

© THE SHAKEY'S group of Leo Prieto has 
acquired the shuttered Racks restaurant 
chain, which will reopen next month 
starting with the Ortigas branch. The 
same American menu, centered on ribs 
and barbecue, will be maintained. 
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mart warehouse chain is encountering 
cash-flow challenges, judging from the 
grumblings ofits established suppliers. 


Heard through the grapevine 

IN CASE you have not noticed, the two 
leading cellular phone companies have 
lowered their text messaging charges, to 90 


_ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~ian eenei ani 


centavos for Globe and to even 80 centavos 
for Smart, from the previous Pl/text. 1а 
The Department of Finance now has lee- 
way to resurrect its unpopular proposal to 
impose a 10-percent VAT on “texting” with- 
out the consumer feeling the added burden. 
(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsl.net ог. 
cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com) 
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Vehicle sales down as of May 


By Abigail L. Ho 


“VEHICLE SALES IN THE FIRST FIVE months 
of the year dipped 1 percent to 37,821 units 

{ from 38,315 units last year, which was equiv- 
alent to 36 percent of the industry's full-year 
sales target of 105,000 units. 

Tn a joint report, the Chamber of Auto- 
motive Manufacturers of the Philippines 
Inc. (Campi) and the Truck Manufacturers 

“Association (TMA) said May sales jumped 
16.9 percent to 8,492 units from April sales 
oF 7,264 units. 

This was due mainly to intensive market- 
ing promos, the release of new models, and 
fleet deliveries. 

Overall sales would be more stable this 
month and next, the Campi-TMA report 
said. 

While registering a 2-percent year-on-year 
sales decline as of end-May, commercial vehi- 
cles still accounted for the bulk of January- 
May sales with 62 percent or 23,466 units. 

Month-on-month sales, however, went 


up 6.8 percent to 5,031 units in May from 
4,709 units in April, buoyed by higher sales 
in the Asian utility vehicle (AUV) and light 
truck segments. 

Light commercial vehicles (LCVs) posted 
a month-on-month sales decline of 11.5 
percent due to stock unavailability and pro- 
duction problems. 

Year-on-year sales, however, increased 
by 8 percent due to financing promos and 
the launch of some new models. 

LCV sales should be at around the same 
level or even higher in June with the ex- 
pected stabilization of the production of 
some models, Campi-TMA said. 

Passenger car sales went up one percent to 
14,355 units in the first five months of the 
year from 14,280 in the same period last year. 

This segment accounted for 32 percent 
of the market. 

Posting the largest overall sales last 
month was Toyota Motors Philippines 
Corp. with 14,652 units or a 38.7-percent 
share of the market. 
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Prospects of peace attract 
more investors to ARMM 


At least P146M in new investments were poured in Q1 


DAVAO CITY—THE PEACE NEGO- 
tiations between the government and 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front have 
boosted the business climate in the 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao. 

ARMM Trade Secretary Ishak Mas- 
tura said that because of the talks, 
prospective investors from the United 
States, Japan and China have been 
looking ciosely at possible business 
deals in ARMM. 

During the first quarter of the year 
alone, new investments to the region 
reached P146 million. 

Mastura said one of the biggest in- 
vestments made in the region last 
year was the $30-million organic ba- 


nana plantations in Wao and Bom- 
baran towns in Lanao del Sur. 

He said a P200-million poultry pro- 
jectin Maguindanao has also started. 

The 20-hectare poultry project, 
which will cater to the halal market, 
will be fully operational this year. 

In Basilan, the private sector also 
wants to plant 30 million more rub- 
ber trees in anticipation of an in- 
creased demand for rubber. 

Jan Jakilan, president of Basilan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
said China has already expressed interest 
toimport Basilan rubber. 

Semi-processed rubber is pegged 
atP42a kilo. 


stands to earn P15,000 to P30,000 in 
one harvest. 

“I am happy to see the increase in 
investments. This is the effect of the 
peace process being pushed by the 
government and MILE” he said. 

Mastura said the full economic poten- 
tial of the ARMM could be fully realized 
Once a peace agreement is signed be- 
tween the government and MILE 

“A peace agreement is a good 
booster to the development of AR- 
MM. In fact, the way things are hap- 
pening between the government and 
MILF has earned the region the confi- 
dence of foreign investors,” he said. 

Jeffrey M. Tupas and Judy Quiros, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


A hectare of rubber plantation 


BPO to expand 
offices in Cebu 


By Irene В. Sino-Cruz 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


"DBP CALLS ON EMPLOYERS 


CEBU CITY—A US-BASED BUSINESS PRO- 
cess-outsourcing firm sees growth opportu 
ties in Cebu. 

PeopleSupport Philippines has already in- 
creased its seats here, from the original 300 
when it started its Cebu operations to its pre- 
sent workforce of 1,600. 

PeopleSupport Inc. chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive officer Lance Rosenzweig said here re- 
cently that the company planned to further 
expand its Cebu operations to 2,000 seats 
within the year. 

Rosenzweig came to Cebu for the inaugu- 
ration of the company's second site here at 
AsiaTown IT Park. 

“We're hiring this year an average 50 
new employees every week. We don't see 
that slowing down, I think over the next 
few years, we can continue to grow our 
operations here very significantly,” he 
said. 

“The reason is that the teams are perform- 
ing so well that the clients are very, very hap- 
py with their performance and theyre en- 
couraging us to continue to grow here,” he 
added. 

Asked to comment on the reported 
shortage of skilled manpower for call cen- 
ter operations in Cebu, Rosenzweig noted 
that the company was “not seeing that at 
all.” 

“By partnering with universities and by 
helping people who are almost proficient 
enough to be a rep and building (their) profi- 
ciencies. We're seeing a very large pool of 
workers,” he said. 

The company’s Cebu facility provides the 
more complex services, such as travel, tech- 
nology and telecommunications, Rosenzweig 
said. 

He also said the Cebu office was very 
strong when it came to sales. 

"The Cebu teams have done an exceptional 
job in talking to customers and getting them 
to sign up for their clients’ services," Rosen- 
zweig said. 


Fruit growers 
eye expansion 


By Christine A. Gaylican 
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INTRODUCING 
EMPLOYEES SHUTTLE SERVICES LOAN FACILITY 


Now, employers can offer their workforce with altemative transportation to and from their places of work. As a non-wage 
benefit these shuttle services will help employees cope with rising fuel costs, and provide them with a safe and convenient means of 
transportation. 


The Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP), the country's premier development financial institution, believes that these shuttle 
services will help employers boost workforce productivity and morale, thus enhancing business profitability. 

PAGADIAN CITY—MINDANAO FRUIT GROW- 
ers and processors are expanding operations in 
the region in anticipation of a more robust ex- 
port market. 

Profood International Corp., the Consunji- 
owned Sirawan Foods, Motherland Food 
Products and the Amley Food Corp. are just 
some of the companies looking to expand op- 
erations in Davao and Cagayan de Oro. 

Fresh mango exporters based in Metro 
Manila are likewise expanding their sourcing 
and consolidation operations in Mindanao, 

‘These include Diamond Star Corp., Mars- 
man-Drysdale Co., DHM and Hi-Las Market- 
ing Inc., which have buying stations and 
agent-representative offices in Davao, Gener- 
al Santos and Cagayan de Oro. 

Other fruit products, particularly fresh ba- 
nanas and banana chips, are also facing 
bright prospects, according to Carlos 
Bautista, general manager of Koronadal City- 
based Sunbliss Internationale Eximports. 

“The way I see it, the demand for fresh ba- 
nanas and banana chips will continue to rise 
inthe years to come," Bautista said. 

In Tagum, Davao del Norte, Lucille Food 
Products, a local producer of banana chips 
established a marketing arrangement 
with food, beverage and packaging con- 
glomerate San Miguel Corp., to re-process 
and re-package Lucille's banana chips into 
assorted flavors such as sweet, hot and 
salty. 

This would allow the company to eventual- 
ly go into exports aside from manufacturing 
fruit drinks, 

Last year, the Philippines exported approxi- 
mately $362.6 million worth of fresh and pro- 
cessed banana products, 11 percent higher 
than in 2004, according to the National 
Statistics Office (NSO). 


Features of the Employees Shuttle Services Loan Facility: 


Purpose ‘Acquisition of environment friendly brand new buses/coasters/vans or 
secondhand Euro-compliant® buses 

Maximum of 90% of project cost 

Minimum of 10% 

Maximum of 5 years with maximum 3 months grace period for brand new 
vehicles 

Maximum of 3 years for secondhand vehicles 

Monthly 

9% fixed) 

Chattel Mortgage on units to be acquired; continuing suretyship of principals; 
postdated checks 


“Amount of Loan 
Equity Requirement 
Term 


Mode of Payment 
Interest Rate 
Collateral 


The European Emission Standard (Euro) is a set of requirements that define the acceptable limits for exhaust emissions of new 
vehicles sold in increasingly stringent standards based on Euro stages 1.234 and 5. The Clean Air Act mandates compliance to 
Euro 1 standards, 


Loan packages for shuttle services of employees of local government units and govemment-owned-and-controlled corporations 
are likewise available. 


For more information, please call the DBP Area Management Office - National Capital Region 


at telephone numbers 813-6428, 893-8932, 817-3947, 819-1403, and 893-6155, 
ог visit the nearest DBP branch office in your area. 


DBP 


Development Bank of the Philippines 


Member: Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(Maximum deposit insurance for each depositor: P250,000) 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


SEOUL--THE DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 
yesterday kicked into high gear its localized 
approach to luring more visitors from South 
Korea in a bid to maintain the lion’s share of 
visitors bound to Southeast Asia by the end of 
the year. 

Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace H. Durano 
said in an interview that the DOT was aiming 
at 600,000 arrivals from South Korea in 2006 
or 17 percent higher than some 490,000 that 
came in last year. 

"That is a prudent projection considering 
that the number of Korean visitors grew by an 
average of 30 percent (to about 145,000) in 
the first quarter,” Durano said. 

“This rate is even greater than the growth of 
total outbound visitors from Korea and has 
made the Philippines an all-time Asian favorite 
destination among Koreans,” he added. 

In keeping with the market-savvy approach 
that the DOT has adopted since the former 
lawmaker took the post late in 2004, 30-sec- 
onder television spots that would be aired in 
local networks was “unveiled” before a gath- 
ering of travel agents at the Millennium 
Hilton Hotel in this city. 

‘Themed “7,107 Philippines: More than you 
can imagine,” the campaign appeals to family 
vacationers, newlyweds and leisure seekers 
like golf aficionados. 

Durano explains 
that the theme aimed 
at letting the Koreans 
know that there is 
more to the Philip- 
pines that just beach- 
es, for which the 
country is mainly 
known for here. 

Yesterday's launch 
provided the opening 
shot for a DOFled 
missions participa- 
tion in the Korean 
World Travel Fair 
2006 that opens to- 
day and would wrap 
uponJune 11. 

Durano explained 
that the DOT under- 
took extensive study 
of the markets using 
research tools like sur- 
veys and focus group 
discussions to come 
upwitha new tack. 

“What we learned 
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DOT steps up campaign to win S. Korean tourists 
: PRU LIFE UK.“ * 


was that we needed to arrive at a consensus 
among different government agencies as well 
as the private sector in what markets to priori- 
tize for promotional activities,” he said. 

“The inevitable result, as it seems now, was 
to focus on North Asia—Japan, Korea and Chi- 
na--mainly because we are the nearest tropi- 
cal destination for their tourists,” he added. 

Key factors of the new campaign strategy 
include using local print and broadcast media 
to run advertisements in the local language 
and carrying words and visuals that are most 
appealing to the specific market. 

As for South Korea, Durano announced 
that singer-actress Eugene Kim, who has a 
strong following in both her country and the 


IL 


Philippines, has been tapped to serve as 
tourism envoy. 

“Kim was picked because she fits the demo- 
graphics of our target market—the honey- 
mooners and young single people or those 
with families who are all looking for holiday 
destinations,” he said. 

‘The 25-year-old Kim, who started her ca- 
reer as part of an all-female singing group, 
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has starred in four te- 
lenovelas—one оё 
which has aired in the 
Philippines while an- 
other is currently 
running оп ABS- 
CBN. 
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SYNOPSIS OF ANNUAL STATEMENT 
As of December 31, 2004 
ADMITTED ASSETS 

Bonds, 

Боа. 

Real Estate. 


397,174,753.74 
17.132.390.39 
108,513.792.34 
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June 3,2006 
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Enjoyment Matters 


Security Fund, - 
Other Investments. 
Cash on Hand and in Banks 
Premiums Receivable 
Premiums Due from Ceding Companies 
Premiums Reserve Witheld by Ceding Companies 
Reinsurance Recoverable on Losses, 
‘Accrued Investment Income, 
Electronic Data Processing Machine 
Total Admitted Assets 


LIABILITIES 


Losses and Claims Payable 
Loss Adjustment Expenses Payable 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums, 
Catastrophe Loss Reserve. 
Premiums Due to Reinsurers, 
Premiums Reserve Withheld for Reinsurers, 
‘Commissions Payable 
Accrued Expenses. 
Taxes Payable 
Other Liabisties 

Total Liabilities 


‘STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY 


Capital Stock Paid-Up. 
Contributed Surplus. 
Contingency Surplus 
Special Surplus Funds: 
Fluctuation Reserve - Stocks 
Fluctuation Reserve - Foreign Exchange 
Revaluation Reserve - Real Estate 
Retained Earnings. 
Total Stockholders’ Equity 


239.131.1442. 
500,693,409.65 
Total Liabilities and Stockholders’ Equity P__886,104,074.39 


13,671.00 
4,830,000.00 
228,915261.18 
11.987.829.73 
5,782,149.42 
240167675 
102,854,890.67 


— 32243329. 
P 885,10407439 


168,547 917 45. 
485,515.69 
50,855,084.40 
660.413 54 
38.048.664.53 
15.974.056.65 
а388,40947 
939,605.30 
75.029.086.33 
32.481.931.29 
385,410,664.74 


200,000,000.00 
100,000.00 
594,941.67 


6,411,968.67 


11,497,605.80. 
42,957,750.00 


(This synopsis, prepared from the 2004 Annual Statement, approved by the Insurance 


‘Commissioner, is published pursuant to Section 225 of the Insurance Code.) 
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annes or Canute? 


Oscars of advertising will have 25,000 
entries, 10,000 participants this year 


By David Guerrero 
‘Contributor 


LEGEND HAS IT THAT KING 
Canute (994-1035) took his 
throne down to the sea, ordered 
the waves to stop—and then of 
course got very wet. 

Additional legend has it he was 
in fact wiser than he's given credit 
for and actually did this to prove 
to his devoted followers that even 
a King’s powers had their limits. 

‘Which sounds like a nice bit of 
postrationalization? But hey, in 
those days, monarchs could write 
history—even if they couldnt 
quite command the tides. 

These days its our national 
boundaries that have basically dis- 
appeared under the waves of 
ubiquitous web technology and 
free international trade. 

And we can hold back these 
forces about as easily as good old 
King Canute could hold back the 
cold, grey seas. 

‘This alarms some traditionalists 


who see globalization as some 
kind of ugly rumor. And who see 
sinister motives in the evaluation 
of ideas by global standards. 

They would have us shout 
“Stop!” to the world's marketing 
community and care only about 
‘what happens in our little corner 
ofthe world. 

Which is fine. Except for one 
problem. And its the same one 
Canute demonstrated about a 
thousand years ago. 

Our clients operate in a global- 
ized environment. Either they're 
part of it—or competing in it—of- 
ten highly successfully. 

A product can be made in Chi- 
na. But the label owned by compa- 
nies in, for example, Portland or 
Milan or Tokyo. 

‘And just as it doesn't really mat- 
ter where something is made, it 
doesn't matter where great ideas 
come from either. 

An idea from Manila can be 
worth more than one from Miami. 
АЙ it needs is to be given a fair 


chance. 

‘And the International Advertis- 
ing Festival held annually in 
Cannes is about as close to a “fair 
chance” as any idea will get. This 
year over 25,000 entries will be 
judged. 

With over 10,000 of the leading 
figures in the world’s communica- 
tion industries there to witness the 
results. 

Many of these will be senior 
clients. From P&G, McDonalds 
and Sony to name a few. And they 
will be well looked after by their 
respective advertising agencies. 
(The Cannes Festival will be on 
June 17-25 in France this year.) 

Categories include promotions, 
media, cyber, direct and radio—as 
well as the more established com- 
petitions in press, outdoor and 
fim Ca fancy word for commer- 
cials). 

Judges will be looking at ideas 
first and foremost. But with an in- 
stinctive professional feel for what 
‘would best resonate with the con- 


sumers the idea is aimed at. 

At the end of it all the best work 
will be selected and recognized 
Not always perfectly. But in a way 
that most recognize as fair. 

So why does everyone bother? 
Surely all that matters is that an 
ad works and the sale is made 
Who cares if someone did some- 
thing better half way round the 
world? Who cares if an idea is 
original ornot? 

Well, surprisingly enough, its 
those same hard-nosed capitalist 
brand owners we mentioned at 
the beginning. 

They know that people increas- 
ingly have the means and sophisti- 
cation to select what they believe 
and what they'll listen to. 

They know that people engage 
more with relevant messages 
crafted in a surprising way. And 
they are recognizing the need for 
an extemal measure of this. 

Good ideas are so precious they 
can travel a long way in a very 
time. And as always the rewards 


g0 to those who originate rather 
than those who simply adopt and 
adapt. 

That's where competitions like 
Cannes come into play. And that is 
where the future of our country's 
industry will be determined. 

At the moment, many clients 
are choosing to make other coun- 
tries their Asia Pacific centers of 
creativity and production. Princi- 
pally these are Thailand and Sin- 
Zapore. 

There are some clients—not 
enough but some—who wisely 
choose to originate regional work 
from Manila. 

But they are still the exception 


FRIDAY, JUNE 9, 2006 


E-mail pr_business@inquirercom.ph 


Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino 


rather than the rule. And the chal- 
lenge we must take on, as an in- 
dustry, is to make more regional 
clients sit up and take notice. 

Because the more we are recog- 
nized as a country that produces 
great ideas, the more clients will 
give us the chance to produce 
them and export them. 

‘And the more we can export 
ideas rather than just translate 
them from somewhere else, the 
more our industry will develop. 
Its as simple as that. 

Otherwise, as King Canute 
could tell you, if you try to hold 
back the tide, you're going to end 
up getting soaked. 


ONCE MORE 
here's our guest 
columnist, best- 
selling marketing 
author and brand 
strategist, А 
Ries. He is joined 
by his daughter, 
laura Ries, co- 
author of The 22 Immutable Laws 
of Branding and The Origin of 
Brands. They will both be in Manila 
on June 23 for the INQUIRER spon- 
sored AlRies’ Brand Marketing Con- 
ference. 

Q: Can you give examples of 
companies which applied differ- 
entiation and product innovation 
successfully? 

A: As categories diverge, there 
are many opportunities for compa- 
nies to build brands to take advan- 
tages of divergence. 

ө Palm, the first handheld com- 
puter. 

* BlackBerry, the first wireless e- 
mail device. 

‘Red Bull, the first energy 
drink. 

#Quicken, the first financial 
software for personal computers. 

© The Body Shop, the first natu- 
ral cosmetics chain. 

e Absolut, the first expensive 
vodka. 

ө Grey Goose, the first ultra-ex- 
pensive vodka. 

‘Take Toyota, for example, In- 
stead of launching a line of expen- 
sive cars under the Toyota Super (or 
similar name), Toyota instead 
launched a second brand called 
Lexus. Lexus has become the 
largest selling luxury car in Ameri- 
ca, outselling Cadillac, BMW, Mer- 
cedes and Lincoln. 

Q: How important is “differentia- 
tion” and “innovation” for сотра- 
nies to stand still and live longer? 


A 
UMGp Ned Roberto *& 
& Ardy Roberto 


Ries: You need 

to differentiate 
[o between a brand 
Y and a company. 

A brand lives or 

dies by its cate- 

gory Polaroid 

was a powerful 

instant photog- 
raphy brand. But when instant pho- 
tography declined, so did the Po- 
laroid brand. 

The Polaroid company, however, 
could have prospered by introduc- 
ing new brands to exploit new cate- 
gories. They probably should have 
introduced a new brand of digital 
cameras. Instead, they tried to use 
the Polaroid brand on regular film 
and a variety of other products. 
They all were failures and Polaroid, 
the company, went bankrupt. 

Kodak is making the same mis- 
take as Polaroid did. They are trying 
to save the brand when they should 
be trying to save the company. The 
Kodak brand means photographic 
film. Yet because the photographic 
film business is dying, Kodak is try- 
ing to use its brand name on digital 
cameras and other digital products. 
Big mistake. They should have used 
anew brand. 

Q: What is business and mar- 
keting divergence all about? 

Ries: In nature, changes in the 
environment create the conditions 
that cause species to diverge. In 
business, changes in technology 
and in the cultural environment cre- 
ate the conditions that cause cate- 
gories to diverge. 

First there was broadcast televi- 
sion which allowed the creation of 
three network TV brands: CBS, NBC 
and ABC. Then cable television 
emerged and a proliferation of ca- 
ble TV brands followed. HBO, ES- 
PN, CNN and many others. Then 


‘How important is innovation 
for companies to live longer?’ 


satellite television arrived on the 
scene, creating opportunities for Di- 
recTV and the Dish network. 

Put yourself in the shoes of an ex- 
ecutive of a company wanting to get. 
into television just as cable TV was 
starting to emerge. 

‘Are you better off trying to take a 
piece of an established marker like 
network TV or are you better off try- 
ing to establish a new brand in an un- 
certain new category like cable TV? 

Hindsight is 20/20. Today the an- 
swer to the question is cable TY, but 
that wasn't so obvious back in 1968 
when the FCC first authorized pay- 
cable transmission. 

* It wasn't ABC, CBS or NBC that 
started CNN, the first cable-televi- 
sion news network. It was billboard 
tycoon Ted Turner who also put the 
first local TV station on a satellite 
creating “superstation” WTS. 

© It wasn't ABC, CBS or NBC that 
started ESPN, the first cable-televi- 
sion sports network. It was Scott 
Rasmussen and his father Bill Ras- 
mussen who launched ESPN with a 
$9,000 cash advance on a credit 
card. 

Ic wasn't ABC, CBS or NBC that 
started HBO, the first premium ca- 
ble television network It was 
Charles Dolan, the man who was 
running Sterling Manhattan, a ca- 
ble system controlled by Time Inc. 
(Dolan moved on to found Cablevi- 
sion Systems, now the nation's fifth 
largest cable operator.) 

And so it goes. Big companies 
tend to see things the way they are. 
Entrepreneurs tend to see things the 
way they could be. 

 MarketingRx is hosting Al Ries and 
his marketing advice column until 
July. If you have any questions for us 
or for Al Ries send them to us at Mar- 
ketingRxGpldtDSL net or text us at 
0919-314-5412. God bless! 


Leasing shows good growth 


PCI LEASING AND FINANCE INC. (PCILF), 
‘one of the country's largest leasing and finance 
companies and a subsidiary of the Equitable 
PCI Bank Group, bested all major industry 
players in terms of total resources, portfolio, 
bookings/sales, and net income in 2005. 

"We are immensely pleased with the well- 
timed execution of our strategies and our 
team's diligent focus on growing the portfolio 
size and quality” said PCILF president and 
chief executive officer Manolo C. Arzadon. 

Based on the audited financial reports for 
2005, PCILF ranked No. 1 in total resources, 
which reached P8.25 billion for the year, or 
nearly double that of its closest competitor. It 
also ranked first in total portfolio at P7.31 bil- 
lion, and has the largest leasing portfolio in the 
industry at P3.77 billion. PCILF is reputed for 
offering innovative services, including direct 
lease, sale and leaseback, and amortized com- 
mercial loans. Its financing portfolio likewise 
topped competition. 

In terms of total loans and leases booked, 
PCILF was virtually unchallenged at P9.97 bil- 
lion, as the next competitor was a far second 
with about a quarter of that amount. PCILF's 


lease bookings registered at P2.56 billion, pro- 
pelled in part by increased business through 
referrals from other bank units as well as ex- 
pansion in growth areas. 

The company thus ended the year with a net 
income of P393.8 million. It attributed its co 
sistent profitability to product and service 
quality, cost-efficient operations, aggressive 
marketing strategies, and solid parent-bank 
support. The expertise and professionalism of 
its key personnel have also reinforced its com- 
petitive edge. Its president and chief executive 
officer, Manolo C. Arzadon, was inducted into 
the 2005 Asia Business Leader Awards Honor 
Roll, a permanent list of exemplary executives 
inthe region. 

Another highlight for 2005 was SEC's ap- 
proval of PCILFS P1 billion short-term com- 
‘mercial paper (STCP) license application. The 
Philippine Ratings Services Corp. (Philratings) 
gave the STCP issuance a “Best Grade” rating 
Of PRS 1, which signified the strongest capabil- 
ity for timely payment of STCP issue for both 
principal and interest. It further validated the 
soundness of PCILF's liquidity position as well 
asthe strength of its capital size and quality. 


Sustainable design: 
New trend in building 


EDUCATING ARCHITECTS, DESIGNERS 
and engineers in sustainable design is needed 
to fuel the country’s support for the world- 
wide movement. 

“Upholding sustainability is the only key to 
efficiently use our scarce resources so it 
would fulfill our present and future needs,” 
Federal Land Inc. president Alfred Ty said. 

Its projects include GT International Tower 
and the Metropolitan Park, a 40-hectare “City 
ina Park" development. 

Federal Land is the propery arm of the 
Metrobank Group of Companies. It recently 
parmered with Metrobank Foundation in orga- 
nizing a competition that challenges local inte- 
rior designers to take a big step toward sustain- 
able design. 

The Metrobank Art and Design Excellence 
ог MADE is a national contest that highlights a 
new generation of gifted artists in the fields of 
painting, sculpture, architecture and interior 
design. 


For 2006, the chosen theme for the interior 
design category is sustainable design—with a 
vision that it would fuel a shared sense of con- 
vietion for an all-out effort in rescuing our en- 
vironment. 

Sustainability in interior design or architec- 
ture entails a thorough understanding of the 
environmental impact of a certain design. It re- 
quires an initiative to learn about the most dis- 
tant consequences of one's choices, conscious- 
ly choosing products that are not manufac- 
tured in exploitative ways to ensure that one is 
designing and building in harmony with the 
environment, 

MADE participants for the interior design 
category will be required to make a design for 
a conceptual trilevel housing using indige- 
nous materials with biodegradable, anti-toxic 
and fire resistive qualities. For information on 
the MADE competition, call 898-8856; on Fed- 
eral Land projects call 886-0000 or log on to 
wwwfederalland.com.ph. 


Supermarket goes for a healthier business 


RESPONDING TO THE UP 
trend on wellness and healthier 
lifestyles which cuts across all sec- 
tors of society, Robinsons Super- 
imarket recently launched its 
"Whole Health Section” offering a 
Variety of products for the health- 
tonscious consumer. Its slogan, 
"Bat Well Spend Less,” sums up 
бе stores thrust to promote 
healthy living by educating and 
‘empowering shoppers on their 
choice of foods and products. 
| "Consumers are more aware of 
‘diet and nutrition and are looking 
for guidance in making decisions 
about their food purchases,” says 
Jody Gadia, Robinsons Super- 
markets general manager. 
Studies show that Filipinos put 
а premium on the saying “health 
is wealth.” 
‘According to a recent AC Nielsen 


survey commissioned by United 
Laboratories, the A, B and C mar- 
Кез are conscious about their 
weight and physical appearance. 
Of the 50 percent of the respon- 
dents who feel they are overweight, 
about 83 percent are trying to lose 
weight by cutting down on fats (39 
percent); limiting their intake of 
chocolates and sweets (23 per- 
cent); taking diet pills (5 percent) 
and by following the Atkins diet (4 
percent). Majority of the weight 
conscious also prefer to exercise. 

The increased awareness and 
commitment to being healthy can 
be seen not only on food choices. 
but also on the proliferation of 
gyms, health spas and sports/ex- 
ercise centers in the country. 

“We want to tap customers of all 
ages because we believe that eating 
healthy and being conscious of 


proper nutrition isa must for every- 
one. Among our main customers, 
though, are mothers who are con- 
сетей about their family’s well-be- 
ing and health-conscious young 
professionals,” Gadia explains. 
‘The "Whole Health Section" isa 
permanent destination area that is 
filled with food and products such 
as Vitamins, over-the-counter 
(OTC) medicines and health sup- 
plements, low fat milk, cereals, 
Jow-sugar drinks, low-fat, low- 
cholesterol and high-calcium 
products among others, grouped 
togerher according to their bene- 
fits. It is adjacent to the fresh de- 
partment that offers a wide selec- 
tion of meats, seafood, fruits, veg- 
tables and dairy products. 
Forming part of Robinsons Su. 
permarker's objective is to educate 
consumers that healthy foods 


need not be expensive, a miscon- 
ception held by many. Promotions 
like the Apple Tag Specials offer 
price-ofis and special premiums 
for more value make them well 
within the reach of a wider mar- 
ket. And, as a form of public ser- 
vice, they have partnered with 
suppliers to offer activation pro- 
grams like free nutrition counsel- 
ing, dental consultations, bone 
scanning, blood pressure testing 
and blood sugar testing. 

By end of 2006, all Robinsons 
‘Supermarket outlets will have its 
Whole Health Section to better 
serve its shoppers. 

Gadia says that the publics re- 
sponse has been most encourag- 
ing. "We notice that more and 
more shoppers have taken advan- 
tage of this section and the atten- 
dant activities being offered.” 
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DISCLOSURES 


LAWYER Sabino Padilla Jr., Stephen C. Roxas, Andrew |. Lluson, Grace 
С. Liuson, Helen C. Roxas and Alice C. Gohoc were elected directors of 
Cityland Development Corp. on June 6. Named independent directors 
‘were Washington Sycip and Peter Dee. 

THOMAS J. Barrack Jr. has tendered his resignation as director of Mega- 
world Corp. effective June 6. 

THE BOARD of directors of Crown Equities Inc. has approved the 
rescheduling of the firm's annual stockholders’ meeting from June 27 to 
July 28. Compiled by Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 
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June 8, 2006 
Country 
United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Sutzertand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Austria 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabla 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thatand 
UAE 

Euro 
Denmark 
India 
Malaysia 
Mexico 

Now Zealand 
South Апса 
Korea 
Taman 


Dollar 
Equivalent 

1.000000 
0.008808 
1.856000 
012886 
0818867 
0.898796 
0630716 
0741895 
2652590 
0256652 
0.628733 
0000107 
0026099 
0272257 
1.279200 
0171547 
0021829 
0273560 
0088048. 
0.625586 
0.148533 
0.001055 
-0.031104 


Peso 
Unit Equivalent 
Dollar 
Yen 
Pound 
Dolar 
Frane 
Dollar 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dinar" 
Rial 
Dollar. 
Rupiah 
Bant 
Dirham 
Euro 
Kronor 
Rupee 
Ringgit 
Now Paso 
Dolar 
Rand 
Won 

Mt Dollar 
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BUSINESS 
Exchange unlikely to meet 
brokers’ ownership cap by July 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE IS 
having a tough time meeting a deadline set by 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) to cut to 20 percent the stake held by 
brokers in the bourse by July from the current 
level of 52 percent. 

The Securities Regulation Code (SRC) sets 
at not more than 20 percent the ownership of 
asingle industry in the PSE. 

‘An individual should also not hold more 
than 5 percent stake in the bourse. The SRC 
was enacted in 2000, in reaction to the BW 
Resources Corp. gaming stock scandal which 
painted a negative image of stockbrokers. 

“Realistically speaking, we cannot meet the 
deadline by July. We will try our best to do 
what is incumbent upon us to do according to 
the law,” PSE president Francis Lim said. 

Lim also said the bourse would ask the SEC 
fora “reasonable” extension of the deadline. 

“We will discuss with the SEC the dificul- 
ties in complying with the law. We can’t force 
abrokerto sell out,” Lim said. 

Lim said there were foreign investors inter- 
ested in buying PSE shares. 

‘The brokers, however, were not willing to 
part with their shares ata low price. 

Recently, Hong Kong investment management 
firm Value Partners Lid. offered to buy upto 5 per- 
cent of the PSE shares for P155.4 million. But the 
brokers were not keen on selling at this price. 

The sale of additional PSE shares held by 
brokers would boost the bourse's efforts to 
fully "demutualize. " 

Certain brokers holding a total of 188,000 
shares said were willing to sell out to the 
Hong Kong group. 

Sources estimated the PSE's indicative 
price was between P200 and P300 a share. It 
closed at P210 per share yesterday. 

Last year, a fund affiliate of Equinox Partners 
bought additional PSE shares from the Singa- 
porean investment group Kim Eng, resulting in 
Kim Engs exit from the PSE аза shareholder. 

‘The Equinox group, through global custo- 


dian Goldman Sachs and local custodian 
Standard Chartered Bank, had assigned its 
proxies to ATR Kim-Eng Securities for the re- 
cent PSE annual meeting 

Other major institutions that own PSE 


shares are the retirement funds of Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co. and beverage 
and food conglomerate San Miguel Corp. 
and the state pension fund Government Ser- 
vice Insurance System. 


The Armed Forces and Police Savings and Loan Association, Inc (AFPSLAI) was awarded 
two Gawad CONSLAs during the recently concluded 15th Annual Convention of the 
[Confederation of Non-Stock Savings and Loan Associations (CONSLA) last May 19, 2006 
held at the Hotel Elizabeth in Baguio City. Said awards were in recognition of AFPSLAI's 
praiseworthy socio-civic projects for its members and their dependents and for pioncering 
the adoption of the Philippine Financial Reporting Standards for a Parent Company. These 
were received by newly elected AFPSLAI President & CE 
(4th from left) 1а photo are members of the AFPSLAI delegation during the said convention: 
[roar left to right) Atty Samuel В Padilla (SVP, Admin); Mr Hector M Atienza (SVP, 
Treasury), Ms Marilyn G Gahite (Head, НЕМО), P/Dir Rufino G Ibay Jr Ret (outgoing 
[CONSLA President) & Mr Gilberto T Acuesta (5 


, MGen Rolando N Floria Ret 
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from May i5 to June 30, 2006 


buy a Canon digital office solution 


and get free gifts! 


8849032 to 33 


and get the hest solution for your office 
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Canon Marketing Philippines. Inc 
Maren Piana ing 213 Don Сало Botes fece Matty мезо anth. T No: W2 804-3000 For o 04-4 
ms gc annsom pl Vice VAPNA Lomp 
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Delighting You Always 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
‘Quezon Cly 


® 


NOTICE OF SALE THRU AUCTION/SMDP 


The National Food Authority (NFA) wishes to announce that AW be accepting 
sealed offers for the Sale thru Auction/SMDP of US Long Grains White Rice (4% 
Brokens) and Iron Foriied Rice under the 2005 USPL-480 Tile | Program as 


Yolumetbas) 
48800 MT 
More or Less 
36200 MT 
More or Less 

‘The pro-auctlon'SMOP confarance and auctionSMOP proper shal ba held at 
10:00 am. athe NFA Training Room, 7th Floor, Malimyas Bldg.. 101 E. Rodriguez 
Sr. Ava., О.С. onthe following dates or unl the whole volume cr auction has been 
soldlexhausted: 

Pra-Austion Conference. 
Juno 13, 2006 Juno 15,2006 
‘June 20, 2006 ‘Sune 22, 2006 
Toquaify all Interested bidders are required lo submit the folowing documents: 
Original and xerox copy of NFA license (retailing. wholesaling andlor 
miling) 
in casa of representative, a duly notarized authorization from the owner. 
partner, chairman or president that he ог she is authorized to represent 
{he business entty in the pre-auction, auction proper and ali activas 
жеге. 
Offer must bo accompanied by Bid Bond equivalent to 10% of he volume 
ава in the form of Cashiers or Manager's check payable to NFA issued 
by a reputable commercial bank in Metro Manila. 

Interested bidders may secure the terms and conditions starting Juno 13, 2006 
at DMO OCD, Sth Floor from 9:00 am. to 590 рт. For any inquiries, please 
‘contact Ms. Esple Tecson at tl, nos. 712-1572 and 712-1708. 

Bid documents wil be avalablo on June 13 and June 20, 2006 to qualified 
biddersiflerors upon payment of a non-refundable fao of P3,000.00. 

The Nalional Food Authority reserves the right (о reject any or all bids, to 
waive any formality teret, and to accept only such bids that are advantageous to 
the Agency. 


Indicative Price Location 


P1,100 000g 
Pt, 100.00/b0g 


NFA Region i 
NCRNDO 


Auction Proper 


(694) CONRADO DL. IBAÑEZ 
‘Assistant Administrator and 
Chairman, Disposition Commitee 


уш. neta aen 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation 
Energy Complex, Morn Road, Fort Bonfaco 
gus, Metro Maria, Phiippines 
PNOC Telephone No. 803-1320. Local 8291 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BIDIRE-BID 


The PNOC-Energy Development Corporation is miting эй iniarasiod supplrs to apply 
and submi salad bs or he supply and delivery cf ha along 
КУА Uninterruptble Power Supply under FGT 51993 
Approved Budgat.. PHP 223800010 
‘ond 
Various Cable Trays and Accossorias undar GN 516100 / 519001 / 519002 
‘Approved Budget - PHP 2099,159.00 RE-BID) 

Eligii forme and bidding documonte shali bo. 

шо Cielo B. de Castro [ON S16100/ 51001519002) эла Harold T. Fontan 

#99), saring June 2, 006 For 930 a.m lo 330 pum and upon paymant ola 

‘Ren retundatie le o P300.00 par document. 
For purposes of caring cati motor, a pre bidding conference shall be eld on Juno. 
14, Bode, 200 pam. айе above address. 
Appleatons for alipbity and sealed bids shall bo submited 1o and registered wih fe 
PNOC-EDC Supply Management Deparment at tho above address. and thereat 
Stopped n ha pedlockad b bor eret nalis han 2:00 pm. (Supply Management 
apartment Office Wall Clock Tima) ot June 28,2008 Pubic cpanmg ol bis sho одон 
immediato hareatar Lata bida shall not ba accepted 
Prospective bidders shall igi conformance to the bidding terms and condiions, as 
foqured, ond shal ensure th sama though propor submasenuexacuton. Source ol 
fending s or niemal Cash Generation of PNOC-EDG. Al bis should bo win tbe 
Approved Budgal forthe Contract m order io quay. 
 PNOC-Enery Development Corporation reserves o right annul ho Бава proces. 
To reject алу or al tne to wate any normaly m a Bids rocewed ando accepi such ud 
tenis meat advantageous to РАСС ЕОС маром ray cung kabit o ha acted 
dior or bidders or ary ctigeton 1o tome айг Beda or baidare f ha ground] 


CLASSIFIEDS . 


[REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
Province of Cebu 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-GOODS AND SERVICES 
2nd For, Provincial Capitol Войо, Cebu Capitol, Cebu Cy 
та. Nos. 253-9614; 416-606 

INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Tie Price Cebu tesis Bs an frs Carte. Gens an Saris BAS, iniu 
дш! mamana Файт азса pyr agay sds brs hnd 


Haima Page. CDWPLEMONOE THE CEBUPERTORUNG ARIS CENTER 
кл TP. aing Cabu Cay 
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AGUSAN DEL SUR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
San Francisco, Agusan del Sur 
Tel. Nos. (085) 343-8455, 242-3280 
Telefax No. (085) 839-2275 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Agusan del Sur Electric Cooperative, Inc., an electric 
cooperative with Main Office address located at San Francisco, 
Agusan del Sur, invites all qualified suppliers/bidders to bid for 
various electrical materials for expansion to seven (7) 
barangays in its franchise area. Canvass sheets may be 
secured one (1) week before the bidding schedule from the 
purchaser/canvasser. 

Opening of sealed bids shall be done on June 22, 2006 at the 
cooperative's Main office, 1:00 in the afternoon in the presence 
of bidders’ representatives, Procurement, Bids, and Awards 
Committee, and witnesses. 

Interested bidders may visit the office or call Engr. Leonilo A. 
Lolong, PBAC Chair for more information. 


(Sgd.) URSULO E. ANUTA 


lor PNOC-EOC acon 


Chairman Bids and Awards Cormmitee i 


Manager 


THE PRINT MEDIA DEALERS ORGANIZA- 
tion of the Philippines Inc (PMDO) is the or- 
ganizing body for the 2nd Newspaper and 
Magazine Dealers Convention 2006 at the De- 
velopment Academy of the Philippines set in 
‘Tagaytay City June 15 to 17. 

Affiliate organizations and members from the 
Visayas and Mindanao regions, Central Luzon, 
Southern Tagalog, Northern Luzon, and in Metro: 
Manila have signified their presence for this an- 
nual convention. 

"Dyaristang Nagkakaisa” is this years conven- 


tion theme. Danny Jose, chair of the organizing 
committee, said the theme is meant to unite all 
newspaper and magazine dealers for the promo- 
tion of all its accredited publications as well as 
the propagation of readership among the youth 
and the total elimination of smut tabloids. 

Likewise, all major publications of newspapers 
and magazines are all out to support this activity, 
and their presence would be a major boost to all 
newspaper and magazine dealers concemed. 

For particulars call Malou Tevar at 749-9057 
0r 0906-2151406. 


Tuklasan Foundation golf 
tourney in Wack Wack 


THE TUKLASAN FOUNDATION WILL BE 
holding the Tuklasan Silver Cup Golf Tourna- 
ment today at the Wack Wack Golf and Coun- 
try Club in Mandaluyong City- 

Tuklasan is a marriage encounter group 
celebrating its 25th year this month, led by 
Tony-Rita del Rosario and Jerry-Nette Da- 
cayo. The event kicks-off Tuklasan's year-long 
anniversary celebration. 

“This is an opportunity for our Tuklasan 
members who are golf aficionados to take a 
break and enjoy a round of golf,” Tuklasan 
chair Rev. Fr. Jess Fernandez SJ said. 

Tuklasan Silver Cup Golf Toumament is 
supported by Philippine Amusement and 


Gaming Corp, Philippine Charity Sweep- 
stakes Office, Integrated Contractor and 
Plumbing Works Inc, Eastgate Properties 
Holdings Inc, Martinez Carriers Corp Inc, JDC 
Propac Inc, Ohtsuka Polytech Properties Inc, 
American Technological Industries Corp, Dee 
Concrete Inc, Premier Ready Mix Inc, Union 
‘Trading, Н & WB, Reyes Francisco & Associ- 
ates Law Office, Acto Plumbing, Asian Elec- 
trosystem Corp, Voltage Electric, Unistrong 
Painting, Alforika Aluminum, St. Matthew's 
Publishing, Datem Construction, RB Poblete 
Electrical Services, Eicor Inc, Will Decena 
Construction, Alpha Cool, 4E, Mon Peralejo 
and San Miguel Corp. 


KBP PCIJ train broadcast journalists 


THE KAPISANAN NG MGA BRODKASTER sa 
Pilipinas (KBP) and the Philippine Center for 
Investigative Journalism (PCIJ) have under- 
taken a series of seminar-workshops to im- 
prove the skills of broadcast journalists, in- 
crease their awareness of ethical standards, 
and show them how to deal with threats. 

Seventy-nine broadcast journalists from 
Mindanao have attended the seminar-work- 
shops on Basic Journalism and Safety Training 
conducted in February through March this 
year in Davao, Cagayan de Oro, and Zamboan- 
ga City. The seminar participants are from КВР. 
member radio stations in Davao City, Davao 
del Norte and Davao Oriental provinces, Gen- 
eral Santos, Koronadal, Cotabato, Kidapawan, 
Butuan, Bukidnon, Cagayan De Oro, Surigao 
del Norte, Iligan, Marawi, and Ozamis. 


‘The speakers and resource persons for the 
seminar were led by professor Luis Teodoro 
and Rose Feliciano of the UP College of Mass 
Communications (Feliciano is also a director of 
the KBP. Standards Authority); Yvonne Chua, 
Luz Rimban, and Alecks Pabico of РСЦ, and 
Mel Estonilo as trainor. 

‘Among the topics of the seminar were Jour- 
nalism & Society: The Concept of News,” 
“Finding Information”, “Intemet Basics”, “The 
Art of Interview (with role playing)", “Writing 
Radio News", "News Analysis & Commentary / 
Media & Governance", "Basic Safety Training”, 
and "Ethical Standards for Journalists" 

The KBP and PCIJ also organized a seminar- 
‘workshop on the production of radio news fea- 
tures in May, this time for broadcasters in Lu- 
zon. 
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PANASONIC MANUFACTURING 
PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 


ORTIGAS AVENUE EXTENSION, TAYTAY, RIZAL 


NOTICE OF STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING 


Notice is hereby given that the 2006 Annual Meeting 
of Stockholders of PANASONIC MANUFACTURING 
PHILIPPINES CORPORATION, will be held at the 
Human Development Center, Panasonic Manufacturing 
Philippines Corporation, Ortigas Avenue Extension, 
Taytay, Rizal on June 16, 2006 at 5:00 P.M. 


The Agenda of the meeting is as follows: 


- National Anthem. 
Call To Order 
. Establishment of the Quorum 
President's Annual Report 
Approval of Minutes of 2005 Annual Stockholders’ 
Meeting 
Financial Report 
. Ratification of all acts, resolutions and 
proceedings of the Board of Directors and 
Management 
. Ratification of Amendment of Articles of 
Incorporation and By-Laws to reduce number of 
directors. 
9. Election of New Members of the Board of Directors 
10. Appointment of External Auditors 
11. Other Business 
12. Adjournment 


The Board of Directors has fixed the close of business 
‘on May 31, 2006 as the record date for the determination 
of stockholders entitled to notice and to vote at said 
Annual Meeting 


Stockholders who will not be able to attend the meeting 
may designate their respective proxies and send the 
proxy forms to the Office of the Corporate Secretary not 
later than June 10, 2006. 


MANAGEMENT, HOWEVER, IS NOT SOLICITING 
YOUR PROXY. Corporate stockholders should attach 
to their proxies their board resolution designating 
authorized representative. 


Registration starts at 8:00 A.M. on the scheduled 
meeting. For your convenience in registering your 
attendance, please present any form of identification such 
as your Professional I.D., Passport or Driver's License. 


Taytay, Rizal, May 10, 2006. 


MAMERTO Z. MONDRAGON 


Corporate Secretary 
(PDI-June 9, 2006) 


CAPITOL MEDICAL CENTER HOLDS SYMPOSIUM 


The Capitoi Medical Center Department of Pediatrics will hold 
its 11th Symposium titled "Adult Diseases in the Young: оп 
‘June 14 from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 12th Floor Auditorium, 
CMCV. This is in conjunction with Capitol Medical Center's 


Me and my 
Dad at Festival 
Supermall 


FESTIVAL SUPERMALL GOES ALL OUT FOR 
fathers this month of June. Families can mark 
precious moments with dad with a series of 
fun-filled activities lined up especially for 
them. 

On June 10, fathers and their children 
will flaunt their vocal talents at Festival 
Supermall's singing contest. The contest 
is open to all bonafide father and 
son/daughter pairs. They must submit a 
photocopy of their birth certificates plus 
two valid IDs for proof of blood relations. 
Only 10 father and son/daughter pairs 
who have passed the elimination rounds 
can qualify for the contest proper. 

But that's not all. Dads and their daugh- 
ters can grace the dance floor at the Father 
and Daughter Ballroom Dancing Competi- 
tion on June 11. Similar to the singing 
contest, the event is open to all bonafide 
father and daughter pairs. Contestants 
must submit a photocopy of their birth 
certificates, two valid IDs for proof of 
blood relations and the ballroom format 
of choice, which should not exceed five 
minutes. Only 10 father and daughter 
pairs who have passed eliminations can 
compete at the actual event. 

For both contests, third-placers will re- 
ceive P5,000 worth of cash and gift certifi- 
cates, while second-placers win P7,000 
cash plus gift certificates. The grand prize 


36th anniversary. Topics will include metabolic syndrome, 
Stroke in the young, skin problems in the young and common 
pediatric gynecologic problems. Shown is the СМС Depart- 
‘ment of Pediatrics team. 


CHORUS PHILIPPINES AT PACO PARK PRESENTS 
Chorus Philippines celebrates опе of the best emerging cham- 
the color and diversity of Philip- ber choirs, Chorus Philippines Is 
pine culture as it brings well- composed of church choristers, 
loved folk songs and patriotic „nurses, young professionals and 
musicina special concert titled “music students brought together 
‘Philippine Portraits’ at Paco by the passion for choral music. 
Park Presents today, 6 p.m., In... Itis currently recording its first 
celebration of the country's CD album of Filipino folk and 
108th Independence Day. The contemporary songs arranged by 
show features National Artist Lu- — cholrmaster Joy T. Nilo. Paco 
crecia Kasilag's “Purihin si Yah- Parkis at San Marcelino corner 
weh", пем choral arrangements Padre Faura Streets, Paco, Мапі- 
of well-loyed folk tunes, and stir- la. Admission is free. Call 0920- 
ring patriotic songs. Considered 9610320 for Inquiries. 


thers are entitled to free treats 
at the Chefs and Food Junction 
at the third level. 

For details, call 850-3514. 
Festival Supermall is located at 
the Filinvest Corporate City in 
Alabang, Muntinlupa City. 


winners get to bring home 
P7,000 cash with P3,000 worth 
of gift certificates plus a PS, 
000 scholarship grant from In- 
formatics fora total of P15,000 
worth of cash and prizes. 
Finally, on June 18, all fa- 
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Ea. 8 
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ab ово оте Case 
Marcos Highway, Cainta, Rizal 


TRY AMERICAN CHERRY HOUSE MODEL | 
132 sqm. sale for aea-SER-2 TSB: Balcony Сарой 
Near UP, Ateneo, Miriam & various malls 


Open House on June 10, 2006 
T 724-7543 


СовтЕ 
BELLA 


“The Маг» Homes Divison of 


FILINVEST LAND, INC. 


www.finvestland.com 


{шнш 


JU Del Pr St. Malata, Mania 
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Roxas Boulevard, Man] 
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BwoY THE 
MAGNIFICENT VIEW 
OF MANILA BAY 
UNITS FOR 
SALE OR LEASE! 
Furnished and Unfurnished 
"T. visis or call 
5236640 / 5236630 
AVAILABLE 
studio, 1, 2 and 3 BR 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY 


20% DISCOUNT! 


ENGINE TUNEUP 
‘WHEEL ALIGN 
BALANCING BRAKES, 
CAMBER CONVERSION. 
(CREDIT CARDS HONORED 
UBBERVOLT 
TIVIS Are 0C: 

‘36 Wost Ave 920179495 


RUSH SALE 


OWNER LEAVING 
FORU.SA 1 
BEDROOMCONDO 
UNIT 1706 TOWER B, 
ANTEL SEAVIEW 
ROXAS BLVD. 
MANILA 
FULLY FURNISHED 
MUST SEE TO 
APPRECIATE 
CALL: 0910-647-0306 | 
(046) 431-1685 


NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that AJMR PORT 
SERVICES CORPORATION is applying for 
registration with the Board of Investments (BO!) 
as Bulk Handling and Specialized Transport 
Faclities - Container Yard and Cold Storage 
Facility Operator on a Non-Pioneer Status with 
‘capacity of 462,000 MT per year on Bulk 
Handling and 596,824 MT per year on Cold 
Storage Facility with projecdplant site located 
at AJMR Port Complex, Km. 20, Tibungeo, 
Davao City. 

‘Any person with valid objection’s on the 
above-mentioned project may file his/her 
objection in wrling, under oath, with the BO! 
within three (3) days from the date of this 
publication 

(522) RUDY B. CARA 
Director 
Project Evaluation and 


o-imaang Registration Department 


E 
“GS ransCo 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Supply and Delivery of Distance Relays 
[Reference No.: PB060309-E10029) 
The National Transmission Corporation, Head Office Region (TRANSCO-HO). 
Trough the CY2006 Corporate Budget approved by the TRANSCO Board, tends 
to арду те sum of Php 8,060,000.00 boing the Total Approved Budge lor me 
Contract (ABC) o payments under to contrector fr mo Supply and Delivery of 
Distance Relays. Sts recatwod а xcoss ol ino ABC shal be automaticaly rejected 
аз opening 
The TRANSCO HO now itas Bids irom eile Bidders tor Distance Relays, Delvery 
Re GOODS в requred mahi ey (0) cl? days rom өсөр of aporoved Purchase 
tuer The descroten el an siga Gier s conlaned in Scion ol Pe Бало 
Озолела, IG. 
Bidang wit ье conducted roh apn compete bidding procedures, re 
2, ary passa стела as epectieg n te Imperantng ules anc Pagsalors 
Part A (IRR-A) ol putt Act 9184 (RA 9184), ойлет known as ho Government 
Provosmest Helorm Aci" and в rincie to Puno славел proprotorships, 
‘rpantzatons wih a east Sity percent (60%) Interest or outstanding capital stock 
фла ins pe Puer ona cians a gara a coy 
Bi tans be rogulatons of Wich rant maar gts ог pres to Fai саата 
pursuant fo йарым Act 5183 (RA, S189) and subject 1o Commomwesih Act 136 
{CA 138) Oniy Bes tom Bidders who раза he ойду check wal be opened. The 
кубду check is described in Scion I tte Bidding Documents, 
Win the Lowest Calculated Bi (LCD) sas acranc to tho pos 


Эла tran 
owes Cuicuated and Responsive Brader (LORE) who was determined as such during 
the post qualication procedure. 
A complete set о Bidding Documents may be purchased by Interested Bidders. 
балт dune 2. 2006 to July 8. 200 from 9.00 a.m to 4:03 p.m, at he address 
Bete Ai opos payment oa nonretundatie 100 m Da amount of Two Thousand 
Besos (Php 2,801.00). The method of payment wil ba CASH. The Bidding 
aruis snai o received personaly by Ба prospectivo Bde ors випасти 
‘The TRANSCO HO wi hod a Pre Bid Coverenca open io al terested partes on dung 
NORA и ЧЫ aim. et samo address below. Requests Ior Cartons on Fa Dd 
‘Bitton shook be submiteg pelore no Pre Conlrecca. 
‘ids and elg requirements musi ba delivered ю te address below on or balore 
Dota. adu 72005, PA Be must be accompanied by a BG secu in any i e 
Баат ang amount 
Form ot secu 
T. Gash, ceri check слага сөк. 
таладог check bane calor revocable 
Kotor of ret (1% of ABC) 
E Bonk ракете (1.5% of ABC) 
3. Suet bond (2.5% of ABC) 
«огл governement guaraniea (100% c ABC) 
cr an equivalent amount in a неву converibie curency Lala Bids shal not be accented 
Ва opening shall ba on duly 7. 2006 /2:00 a.m. at e Admin Confrence Room. same 
PASS bow, Bis wil be opened m e presence © ha Bars representatives who 
оозе to anang at ha accross bow. 


Blazers. 
National Transmission Corporation, Head Отсе Region 


(S93) ARMANDO N. OCHOA. 
Chain, Bas and Awards Common 
Dal 


DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
JP. Laurel Ave., Davao Сау 
Tel. 2221-9400 


INVITATION FOR BEST OFFER 


The Davao City Water District, through the Approved Budget for 2006 
intends to apply te sum of P750,000.00 being ihe Approved Budget for 
the Contract (ABC) to payments under contract as listed below. Олег 
received In excess al he ABC shall be automatically rejected at те 
‘opening of blotter. 


The Davao City Water District now invites Bids / offer for the Supply of 
‘One (1) unt 24 hand Water Tanker intended for the hauling of water for 
human consumption wih the folowing descriptions: 

Loading Capacity: 14 cu. Meter 

Aluminum Tank, 

isuzu engine 

© cylinder 

8 wheelers and a good running conditions. 


The award shall be given to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bid 
However the unit is subject for the inspection of the DCWD authorized 
representative as part of he evaluation procedure before the award given 
lone LCRB. 


Please attach picture and copy of latest registration certificate. 


Interested Bidders may obtain futher information rom Davao City Water 
Distnct and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given below 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


Bid opening shall be at the DCWD BAC-A Secretariat Office, J.P. Laurel 
Ave., Bajada, Davao City on June 23, 2006 @ 9:00 A.M. 


‘ids wil be opened inthe presence of ће Bidders’ representatives who 
Choose to attend at the address below: 


The Davao City Water District reserves the right to accept or reject any 
Bid. to annul tha bidding process, and to reject ай Bids at any lime prior io 
contract award, without thereby incurring any kabit to the affected Bidder 
or Bidders. 

Davao City Water District 

ВАСА 

СР. Laurel Ave., Bajada, Davao City 

Tel No...” 221-9400 (8000) 

Emaladá  dowd@davao-water.govph 

FaxNo. : 224-5392 

Website: www.davao.water.gov.ph 


(Soc.) VIRGINIA S. MARIMON 
BAC-A Chairperson 
La 


“CLASSIFIEDS | 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Development Bank of the Philippines wil receive sealed bids on June 21, 2006, 2:00 p.m., 12th 
Floor, Suite 4, Executive Lounge of the ОВР Head Office, Sen. GII Puyat Ave. cor. Makati Ave., Makati 


Сау for the following properties on CASH BASIS: 


CODENO. DESCRIPTION AREA 


(am) 


LOCATION 


Minimum 
Bid 


BEALESTATE 
METRO MANILA 
МЕТА? House and of (TCT T-100505) S70 No. 24, Tulp Road, 
Par Vilage, Almanza, 
Las Piñas Ciy 
САМТЕ 
AM-FD-128 


севу 
AM-DE-129 
[^ 


House andl (ТСТТ-114300) 42 
Brgy. Aapan | imus 


House andlol(TD No. 15987) 449 
Besdenfeiommerilbt «1,045 
(TCT 153689) wih residential 
аралтел big. 8 mp. 


General Echaver St, 


DAVAQ 
AMRT-20 е 2235 
(ТСТ Nos. 368581, T-360590, 

À T-96956) wi bigs- 

(GENERAL SANTOS 
AM-DEA31 


Grande, Davao Ciy 


esientallok (TCT NoT-29618) 400 Paralejas Subdivision, 
with residential Ыар. Cy Hoghis, General 
Santos Cay 
LAGUNA 
STRERM тоюмду todit (rct 10000 
Nos. 7344969, T-34370,T- 
илт, T-344572, T-344373, 
344374. Т.3375, T-344376 
(road iod, 7-342544, T-342545) 
being lized as resort 
compound consisting o a resort 
hotel an executive house 
resdence win zc, 2-siorey 
recepton semina hal, ten (10) 
units family cotiages, a chape, 
twenty 20] units perc huts, a. 
gazebo, comior rooms, 
swimming pools, landscaping! 
alerscapeg, wind 
restaurant, guard house, 
walkwayipatway, parong lot, 
and perimeter tence. 
(CHATTELS -Sale on “as ls where is basis") 
КЛ (One (1) ot coconut al 
processing equpment Atay 
BIDDERS ARE REMINDED: 


Calamba Cry 


To inspect the properties to determine their actual condition before the bidding: 


oad Lot 8, Regal Hom 


Poblacion, Compostela 


Bray. Zapatera, Cebu City 


Tacunan Road, Catalunan 


Brgy. Bagong Kalsada, 


Brgy. Banao, Guinobatan, 


56,102 40000 


Р 140840000 


To submit in DBP's оса! bid form available at the AMD-Acquired Assets, Ground Floor, DBP 


Head Office during office hours: and 


To be on time. No bids will be accepted once unsealing of the bids commences. The sale shall be 


subject io other terms and conditions which may be imposed by the Bank. 


DBP RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY 
THEREIN, OR TO ACCEPT SUCH BIDS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO 


THE BANK. THE DECISION OF THE BANK IS FINAL AND BINDING. 


For inquiries, please сай telephone numbers: BB2-1568/890:7172 or 818-9511 local 2158/2159 for 


Code staring with AM, (049) 534-2820 to 21 for STR and 818-9511 loc. 1707. 


ASSET MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 


(POI - June Da 10.2008) 


30% D/P 


aoe Mina 


eM "Er ta 
Pf 0061 () 534-0921 + 531-1384 * 531-8350" 531-0395 * (046) 417-3115 
| (0820) 950-4626 * (0917) 855-7881 * (0920) 961-2418 


"Ра Housng Loan (0920) RSGHOME * (0920) 31-0002" www.quevent.com *hbi@guevent.com 


STUDENT 
CONDO 


“PROFESSIONAL CREDIBLE 
PAWN'BUY"SELL 


ET 
WATCHES 


BEST APPRAISAL 
Secondo Gloneta 1 
"Tele 894-0282 
Agencia de Makati 
"eir 889-7956 


BUY * SELL" PAWN| 


РӨЕА | WATCHES 


24-HR 
ИЛИНЕ 
122155 c 


ВАСШО 


Very Lixurous Condos! 
Across Burnham Park 
Kisad Road 
Studio, 1 828R units 
‘Ownership starts at 
P13,000/mo 
0920-6014088 
915-0055 


MONICA LAROSA LAYLO 
Died in the Grace of our Lord on 
June 2, 2006 at the age of 81. 
Her body lies in state at the family residence in Sitio Masagana, 
Alabang, Muntinlupa City. 
Interment will be on June 10, 2006 at Holy Family Memorial, 
Mamatid, Cabuyao, Laguna. 
Нег family request the readers to pray for the eternal repose 
of her soul. 
MARIANITA A. MORA 
Died in the Grace of our Lord on 
June 6, 2006 at the age of 72. 
Her body lies in state at Ambassador Memorial Chappel, A. 
Mabini cor. C3 Road , Kalookan City. 
Interment will be on Saturday , June 10, 2006 at 3:00 p.m. 
at Our Lourdes Memorial Park, Letre , Malabon City. 
ADELAIDA M. CANLAS 
Died in the Grace of our Lord on 
June 8, 2006 at the age of 95. 
Her body lies in state at family residence at Mapalad, Arayat, 
Pampanga. 
Interment will be on Sunday, June 11, 2006 at 8 a.m.. at 
Cabiao Cemetery. 


OBITUARIES. _ 


~I have fought a good fight, 1 have finished 
my course, and 1 have kept the faith.” 
2 Timothy 4 


e Engr. Justo R. Millado 


of Balili, Palanginan, Iba, Zambales 
Peacefully joined our Creator 
оп June 2, 2006, at the age of 71. 


His bereaved wife Treping: children Robert and Matet, 
Carmen and Albert, Unding and Ed; grandchildren Kitboy, 
Paolo, An-An, Nonoy and Patring: brothers, sisters and other 
relatives request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose 
of his soul. 

His body lies at the family residence at Balili, Palanginan, 

Iba, Zambales. 
Interment will be on June 10, 2006, at the Iba Municipal 
emetery, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Augustine Cathedral. 


More Classified Ads: UNDP’s Request for Proposal and 
LGU-Kalilangan Bukidnon’s Invitation to Bid on A 19 


Veronica Torres Sarenas 


of Davao City 
(Beloved wife of Raul B. Sarenas +) 


has peacefully joined her Creator 
on June 7, 2006 at the age of 84. 


Her loving children: Jun, Lilah & Riz, Vita, 
Marte & Liza, Francy & Chris, 
grandchildren: Del, Gabbie, Jomik, Mica, 
Anne and Kai, her brothers & sisters, in-laws, 
nephews and nieces, request prayers for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


She lies in state at Chapel B, Christ the King, 
Green Meadows, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Sunday, June 11, 2006 at 
the Holy Gardens Memorial Park, Manila East 
Road, Taytay, Rizal after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


—À PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 


Presenting China Bank's irresistibly cool housing loan 
interest rates to suit your budget. Savor 9% p.a. on 
the first year and enjoy a Rate Guard of 11.25% p.a. 
for the 219 to 5th year, and 11.50% p.a. for the 6t? to 
10th year. You can also avail of our regular fixed rates. 
Satisfy your craving for an affordable home loan. 


Gall 888.5555 


ES CHINABANK 


For inquiries, please call or visit any of our China Bank 
branches or email us at homeplus@chinabank.ph ESTATE 


Rates are subject to change without prior notice. 


| PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
JEIIICVEf | Deposits insured up to P250,000 per depositor 


GE CHINABANK 


Кс wara Chnabank ph ‘Since 1820 


Your success is our business 


The Days Are Numbered! - 


Say Goodbye to slow deliveries. With 2GO QXSX9 you сап now deliver ' 


your cargo in 1,3 or 6 days. 


898-7845 
www.2GO.com.ph 


FRIDAY, JUNE 9, 2006 


New oil 


firms up 
take in Q1 


By Abigail L. Ho 


NEW OIL PLAYERS ARE STARTING TO GAIN 
on the so-called "Big 3" of the oil industry as 
they increased their combined share of the 
petroleum distribution market in the first 
quarter this year to 16.1 percent from 14.2 
percent last year. 

As of end-March, Petron Corp. remained 
the leader with a 38.1-percent share of the 
pie, followed by Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp. with 30.8 percent, shedding 1.2 per- 
centage points from its January-March 2005 
share of 32 percent. 

Chevron Philippines Inc., through its Cal- 
tex brand, also lost 0.3 percentage points as of 
end-March to close the quarter with a 15-per- 
cent share of the pie. 

In terms of retail fuel sales, or fuel sold at 
the pump, new players continued to play 
catch up with their bigger counterparts, ac- 
counting for 16.1 percent of the market in the 
first quarter. 

Petron held a commanding 33.4-percent 
share, followed by Shell with 31.8 percent 
and Chevron with 18.7 percent. 

The new players came within 0.2 percent- 
age points of the No. 3 position in February 
when they registered a combined retail fuel 
market share of 18.2 percent, behind 
Chevron's 18.4 percent. 

The liquefied petroleum gas market was a 
different story as players other than the so- 
called “Big 3" cornered the biggest slice of the 
market. 

Other players accounted for 44.1 percent 
of the LPG pie as of end-March. 

Petron followed with 28.2 percent, Shell 
with 21.7 percent and Chevron with 5.9 per- 
cent. 

In terms of volume, the domestic oi indus- 
try is expected to contract by another 5-10 
percent this year, following last year's 10-per- 
cent decline, according to Shell country chair 
Edgar Chua. 

According to data from the Department of 
Energy, domestic sales in 2005 dropped to 
109 million barrels from 118 million barrels 
the year before. 

The first four to five months of the year 
showed a similar trend, Chua said, mainly 
dueto high pump prices. 

Prices in the international and domestic 
markets were likely to stay high in the next 
two to three years, he said, 


UnionBank 
to buy rest of 
iBank shares 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


UNION BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 15 EX- 
pected to soon make an offer to buy the re- 
maining shares in International Exchange 
Bank held by minority shareholders. 

This developed after Securities and Ex- 
change Commission Secretary Gerard Lukban 
said that UnionBank was not exempted from 
the general tender offer rule, which requires 
an investor that has acquired at least 35 per- 
cent of a company to buy out [he minority 
shareholders at ће same terms. 

Lukban, however, said that UnionBank 
would be allowed to proceed with the acqui- 
sition of the majority shares before making 
a tender offer as it already has 98.8 percent 
of iBank. 

UnionBank was thus exempted from a 
provision of the Securities Regulation 
Code that requires a firm to first make a 
tender offer before finalizing the sale of 
shares. 

UnionBank recently acquited 98.8 percent 
of iBank for P13.4 billion from iBank share- 
holders led by JTKC Equities Inc. ‘Vantage 
Corp., Razon Industries Inc, and Greenhillls 
Property Ventures. 


qulrer le name/age/city 
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VALERA gown custom-made for Zenaida 
Rustia Tantoco 


Why Valera? 


HY NOT? EVEN IN A FIERCELY 
competitive and intrigue-ridden 
fashion scene, the question 

shouldn't be hard to answer. 

For the first time, fashion design is a subcat- 
egory (under architecture and design) in the 
National Artists Awards, and a Filipino cou- 
turier, Ramon Valera, among the awardees 

Ies a watershed year for Philippine fashion 
design, which can'tseem to ever take off. 

Tn thecommemorative book on the 2006 Na- 
tional Artist Awards, we wrote on the signifi- 
cance of the choice of Valera, a designer, unfor- 
tunately, we didn't have the privilege to cover or 
meet. (He died in 1972.) Allow us to excerpt: 

“The contribution 
of Ramon Valera to 

Philippine arts and 

culture and society 

as a whole went be- 
yond fashion. This 
became evident not 
so much in his life- 

time, as today, 34 

yearsafter his death. 

That a Filipinos 

achievement res- 

nates across gener- 
ations is the fair 
measure of the va- 
lidity of this Nation- 

7 al Artist Award. 

“Where does the continuing impact of 
Valera lie? Beyond his seminal innovation on 
the terno, it les in the tradition of excellence 
his works have come to represent. It wasn't 
only his sheer artistry that today's generation 
stands to learn from, it was how he pursued 
excellence in his art, and how his art—from 
the design to the minutest ornamentation— 
displayed rigor and discipline. 

“All this becomes critical example for to- 
day's young society thatis becoming oblivious 
to the pursuit of excellence, a society whose 
standards of achievement rest on marketing 
and mass media hype. 

“Valera tolled away from the scrutiny of 
mass media—which did not exist in his time 
as we experience it today—and into the con- 
fines of his atelier. At the end of the day, it was 
the exacting standards he set for himself that 
he soughtto reach. 

“Valera was and—now with this Award—is 
proof that the Filipino can pursue excellence 
and, in the process, shape his society. 

"Valera turned his craft into an art that later 
gave the Philippines its visual icon to the 
world—the terno. 

“In the early '40s Valera produced a single 
piece of clothing from a four-piece ensemble 
consisting of a blouse, skirt, overskirt and 
long scarf. He unified the baro't saya into a 
single dress with exaggerated bell sleeves, 
cinched at the waist, grazing the ankle, and 
zipped up at the back. Using zipper in place of 
hooks was already a radical change. Dropping 
the panuelo became an even bigger shock. 

“Even today we see designers turning a Valera 
gown or terno inside-out to study its construc- 
tion, beadwork, appliqué or copy its draping. 


wave 


“Lire- 
STYLED 


Thelma Sioson: 
SanJuan 


VALERA gown 
‘custom-made 
for Elvira 
Ledesma 
Manahan, 
1967 


ay "Bue THUR}! 


PHOTOS FROM VALERA CADA TRAJE ES UNA OBRA MAESTRA 
PUBUSHED BY TANTOCO-RUSTA FOUNDATION 


Pa 
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FRIDAY FASHION & BEAUTY 

/ Beyond fashion, 
the National Artist 
Awardee represents 
the Filipino’s pursuit 
of excellence 
in a society whose 
standards are now 
dictated by marketing 

“sand media hype 


Tumawag 
; lang for 
barbecue, 
spaghetti, , 
ensaymada, 
atibapa! 
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Metro Manila Delivery 


Goldilocks Handa Line 


888-1-999 
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т) 
MOET-HENNESSY Asia-Pacific regional director, SHANGRI-LA Makati's secret weapon, Joy 


PHILIPPINE Tatler publisher Irene Martel 
tres charmant Paul Skipworth, and stunning beauty Wassmer, top cardiologist Dr. Randy Francisco and 


HIGH-POWERED general manager behind 
Francisco with Moet-Hennessy’s Philippine chief 


Shangri-La Makati's popularity, Jarlath Lynch: 


with the four Bs, Nikki P 


BUSINESSMAN Mandy Eduque and wife, 
top hostess Chu Chu Madrigal E. 


EXOTIC Maureen Santiago, grand emcee 
Johnny Litton and young taipan Emil Yap Ш 


MOI, with world travelers Tina Torres C. and 
husband Vince Carlos 


JOJO and Henry Zabarte with popular EJ 
Litton 


TAMARA de 
Guzman, 
Juana 
Manahan and 
RJ Ledesma 


VON Valdepeñas and 
Chichi Atienza 


JUANA Manahan 
and Robbie Carmona 
ият 
MANIKA ; 

Nubia 
Yujuico and 
Miguel 
Antonio 
Moya” 
Villavicencio 
Aranaz 


Shangri-La's world-class chef Christopher 


T DEFINITELY WAS THE BUBBLIEST 
I ticket in town. All roads led to the elegant 

Red Restaurant at the busy-busy Shangri- 
La Hotel Makati, palanggas. 

‘The tres, tres exclusive Veuve Cliquot Pon- 
sardin (VCP) exquisite dinner at the Red was 
unique. It featured one of the best cham- 
pagnes in the world—the Veuve Cliquot Pon- 
sardin, of course, dahlings. 

Aprés circulating among the select 25 invi- 
tees during cocktails, we moved to our desig- 
nated tables for the eight-course sit-down 
dinner excellently prepared by the hotels 
world-class chef 

The hard-to-beat emcee was Johnny Lit- 
ton, naturellement. He introduced the hot- 
shots of VCR then the invitees, giving a brief 
biography of each. 

During the aperitif, we got a condensed 
version of Cliquot's interesting history. 

‘The rich bubbly is acknowledged as the No. 
2 champagne in the globe. Its sparkling, 
smooth spirit is conceded to be the most ex- 
clusive available. 

‘The company was founded in 1771 by an 
‘exceptionally liant woman named 
Madame Veuve Cliquot, naturellement. She 
ran the business alone until her heirs took 
over 

At present, it ships an 
awesome 85 percent of its 
produce outside France. In 
1987, it became part of the 
leading international group 
in luxury products, LVMH. 

During each course, this 
gathering of discerning indi- 
viduals was educated on the 
different types of Cliquot, as 
well as champagne-making, 
„Љу Moet-Hennessy's hottest 
fexbeutives. ШО _ Б 

"They included chief Philippine representd- 
tive, cyber-smart Olga Azarcon, Asia Pacific 
managing director, tall, distinguished Mark 
Bedingham; Asia Pacific regional director, 
tres charmant Paul Skipworth; Wine Estates 
and Veuve Cliquot group regional marketing 
director, the dashing French gentleman, 
Bruno Yvon; and Asia-Pacific financial man- 
ager, Singapore-based Vincent Chan, who 
jetted in just for this fantastic night that is still 
being talked about as the grand champagne 
dinner to end all dinners, dahlings. 


WITHOUT 
BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache 


To see and be seen 

My next stop was the favorite watering 
hole of the crowd that knows it's the best 
place to see and be seen in—Nuvo Bar and 
Resto in Greenbelt 2, palanggas. 

Well, that night was no exception. Nuvo 
was packed elbow to elbow with Manille's hot 
glitterati as Lifestyle Asia hosted one great 
party for its annual Eligible List. 

Overflowing Rene Barbier, Barcino wines, 
Absolut Vodka and champagne got the invi- 
tees rocking and rolling to the hot club music 
mixed by top DJ Anton Ramos. 

Not a single seat or table was empty as 
Manille's creamiest of the cream filled the ve- 
randa of Nuvo. It took a good 15 minutes for 
Lifestyle Asia's hotshot gals, editor in chief 
Sari Yap and VP and creative director of Mega 
Magazine and Publication, vivacious Lor- 
raine Belmonte, and their guests to have a 
table set up for them. 

People-watching were star-maker Joji 
Dingcong: gorgeous bag designer Amina 
Aranaz-Alunan; MTV VJ John Joe; Xeng Zu- 
lueta; Rep. Mark Leviste, fun couple Liza 
larde and Elbert Cuenca; BMW's hot-hot 
Lito Herman, with his wife, adorable Ditas; 
Cavite Mayor Dino Reyes; Puey Quifiones, 
Manual editor in chief RJ Ledesma: and moi, 
natch! 

The eligibles included some of todays 
young hot talents like Alexis Alunan: Tessa 
Dragon; Manika Nubla Yujuico; Miguel An- 
tonio Aranaz: Xavier Dominguez, Nicole 
Jacinto: Chichi Atienza: Borgy Manotoc, 
with Ornusa Cadness; Angel See: Karina 
Mahbubani: Ian Angelo King; businessman 


chief, brilliant Sari Yap, with hot dudes Albert Arcilla, Paul 


Chunaco, Carlo Ortiz and Max Chunaco 


AN EYELASH 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


Romine 
financial manager Vincent Chan 


үү 


MOET-HENNESSY Wine Estates and Veuve 


representative Olga Azarcon and Asi 


iquot Group Regional marketing. 


Pi 


е Tatler editor Anton San Diego and 


business magnate Noel Gonzalez 


A bubbly gathering of people who enjoy only the best 


itor, 


dashing Bruno Yvon; ultra-glam Vicky Zubiri; and Moet-Hennessy Asia-Pacific managing 


irector Mark Bedingham 


Paolo Cabalfin and Sarangani Gov. Miguel 
Dominguez. 

Hey, watch out as these young, cool minds 

shake the town in the coming years, palang- 
gas. 

Naturellement, the Most 

Eligible 2006 list was fea- 

tured in Lifestyle Asia mag- 

р azine. 

The fab bash was spon- 
sored by Lifestyle Asia, a 
publication of Mega Maga- 
zine and Publications Ine. 
MMPI/The Mega Group, 
Nokia, Volvo and 92.3 Jo 


gua. 


sen Toys for big boys 

Kia Motors has managed 
some pretty incredible growth globally in re- 
cent years, palanggas. This success can be at- 
tributed to its unveiling loads of new toys for 
big boys featuring state-of-the-art technolo- 
gies and cutting-edge design. 

It is showcased by Columbian Autocar Cor- 
poration (CAC), manufacturer and distribu- 


- х 42 
‘TOURNAMENT winner Dr. Joerg Breuer of 
BMW Phil. gets his trophy from Ernie B. Rizarri 


р 


tor of Kia Motors in the Philippines, with 21 
top dealers spread over Manille, the rest of 
Luzon, and in Visayas and Mindanao. It just 
inaugurated EBR 4-Wheel Drive in Ormoc 
City. Five more will be added before the year 
ends. 

“The Power to Surprise” is Kia's new catch 
phrase. “Enabling someone to have a car, is 
what its all about,” said Kia's hotshot Ernie 
Rizzari during the blessing of the strategical- 
ly located Kia showroom on Lilia Avenue, Co- 
gon, Ormoc City. 

The biggest surprise was the unveiling of 
Kia's latest pride, the new sleek Rio sedan and 
hatchback variant, naturellement. 

Earlier in the day, Ernie Pizzari hosted the 
invitational golf tournament at the Leyte Golf 
Club, with some of the biggest names in-Or- 
moc, together with other Kia dedlers: from 
Manille and other provinces. 

Hey, palanggas, for those who don't think 
they can have a cool-looking, economical, re 
liable new car on a modest budget, Kia has the 
answer. “One need look no further,” said CAC 
president Felix J. Mabilog Jr. 


KIA Cebu dealer Markane C. Goho and Felix 
Mabilog Jr. of Columbian Autocar Corp. 


KIA men: Kenny Kim (third from left), regional headquarters; Mark de Joya, Quezon Avenue 
Chut Velasquez, CAC; Bobby Ang, Davao; A] Rizarri, Ormoc; and Nico Sebastian, Novaliches 


d 


PROUD of their Kia dealership: The Rizarri famille Andrew, AJ and 


Moric, and parents Daya and Ernie Rizzari 


PRINCESS Co, Annabelle Tuazon, Monette Garcia, Anthony Garcia 


and Ange! See 


BMW'S main man, 
Dr. Goerg Breuer 


SILK Cocoon's 

internationally 

renowned couturigr., 
* Jeannie Goulbourn 


YOUNG mover and 
shaker Heidi Ngand 
young patron of the 
arts Patrick Reyno 


RIBBON.CUTTING. Daya Rizarri, Felix}. 
Mabilog Jr. and Chito Santos 
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VALERA (standing, leftmost) was best man in the 40s high-soci 
Benitez (seated, center). The bride wore a Valera baro't saya with panuelo. 


Why Valera? 


К Valera couldn't have found a better 
backdrop for his artistry than the 40s 
‘and the’50s, when the Philippines was 
moving on from the destruction 
wrought by was to prosperity—or the 
trappings of it. 

“Such political economic structure 
allowed the elite its glamour and 
glitz. They partied! 

“Balls—from the Kahirup of the 
Negrenses to the Mancomunidad of 
the Kapampangans—were the high 
points of the social calendar. 

“Valera was in an environment that 
could only stimulate his art. Imported 
fabrics—from silk to organza to 
alaskin—came in unimpeded, while 
indigenous materials such as piña, 
jusi and sinamay were readily avail- 
able. The imported ornaments were 
also aplenty—beads, sequins, erys- 
tals, To this day we see fashion de- 
signers drool as they run their hands 
ver the beadwork and sequin orna- 
entation of a Valera terno, and wish 
they had access to such materials. 

“Valera and his terno came at the 
crossroads of Philippine history itself. 


From pageC! 


"His fathers family hailed from 
Abra, rather well-off. Valera studied 
at La Salle and dropped out from 
commerce at Far Eastern University 

“What easily set Valera apart from 
the couturiers of early postwar years, 
when haute couture was gaining 
ground, was his ability to keep up 
with the trends and the times. With 
his experimentation, he ushered the 
terno into the modern times by r 
working its silhouette and treatment. 

“Stripped of its butterfly sleeves, it 
became a western evening gown. His 
was а fearless innovation--he could 
turn the skirt into a pouf or ball gown. 
According to an avid fan of Valera, 
Joey Panlilio (executive director of 
Museo De La Salle at De La Sall 

ity Cavite), Valera even designed 
a mid-rib terno—a top and skirt, the 
middle section left bare. 

“In his hands, the terno evolved 
from a costume to a classic ensemble 
using Western influences while re 
taining its Filipino identity. 

“Panlilio remembers the after- 
noons he'd pick up his grandmother, 
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Luz Sarmiento Panlilio, from fittings 
at Valera's atelier in Mayon, Quezon 
City. The atelier was decked out in 
mauve. At the center of the room was 
araised platform—a dais—where the 

voman stood during her fitting, so 
Valera could see for himself the fall of 
the fabric, if the hemline skimmed the 
floor just right. Such was the design- 
ers painstaking attention to detail 
and commitment to perfection. 

“Valera died in September 1972, at 
60. 

“That marked only the beginning 
of his impact on society. Succeeding 
generations of fashion designe 
from Joe Salazar to the upcoming 
ones, drew inspiration from Valera's 
art, including the use of unconve: 
tional material (Le. ostrich feat 


та reached the 
leath, with this award, Vale: 
becomes a reminder that a Fi 
capable of the pursuit of excellence. 


E-mail the author at thema. 
ssanjuan@abs pinoycentral.com 
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What is renal failure and its symptoms? 


Renal failure is characterized by an increase in creatinine and 
nitrogenous waste products in the blood dué to dhe i 
idney to filter the blood and also the inability to к 
Tid and electrolyte bal 
ie or chronic. "Acute" suggests short tem injury which 
is usually reversible but some may also lead to a chronic stage 
While "chronic" suggests prolonged insult which may lead to 
end stage renal disease. Children with ARF (acute renal failure) 
caused by hyposicfschemie insults, nephritis end hemolytic 
mic syndrome (which are the most common causos of ARF 
in children) are more likely to demonstrate decreased urine 
output (output of less than 400 ml in 24 hours), while other 
causes like drags nephropathies, uric acid nephropathy ete. are 
more likely to have ARF but with normal urine output. Patients 
may also manifest with vomiting, 


headache, seizure, 


hypertension and cardiac arrythmias due to high serum levels of 
potassium. Chronic renal failure may have the same symptoms 
but patient may have anemia and edema. The prognosis of ARF 


depends highly on the underlying cause of ARF. 


is week's answer to onr fea question was 
provided by our medizal service provider from 


мего Майа, Dr. Esther Uy Tan. Sho specializes 
| 


in Pediatric Nephrology Dra. Tan obtained her 
She took har residency trainig for Pediatrics ot Capitol Medical 
Center in 1998 and later completed her fellowship training for 
Pediatric Nephrology at National Kidney & Transplant Institute in 

2. She is member of the Philippine Medicol Association and a 
diplomate of the Philippine Podiorie Society. Philippine Society of 
Nephrology and Pediatric Nephrology Society of the Philippines. 
MEDICeni members may vist ber for consultation services at 
Capitol Medical Center, Mondays hru Saturdays except Tuesdays 
from Sem-12noon jt P 
MEDICar Medio! Director. Dr Nicky Monta answers questions on sls rough he daria" 
expertise of MEDICunfvnescork of acceded specialists Write to Dr Мау or E-mail nt < $" 
inguirva medicardphiiccom for yur iguirirs en health maters 
Baandh V ae “cata Sov: Sal Vita. Ha Соу 1227 
Tronkdne: 09-00000 Pax Mo: 8065720, 610-3068 Таке Key si МЕГ САНГ. arc sand ю 2344 Каен Yai 
Mola) а 4K27 (Әта А Јак М Tet) Битый: cquryQredosrdracom Маде: wwe recearcerie com 


WINNERS OF MEDICard's ESSAY WRITING CONTEST 


Names 
bt Rogelio A. Franco 
2ай Randell A. Saba 
3rd Efren C. Aguirre 


Prices 

Health Plan worth P15,000 plus cash prize of P10,000 
Health Plan worth P10,000 plus cash price of P 5.000 
Health Plan worth P 7,000 plus cash price of P3,000 


Please proceed to MEDICard heed Office and look for X 
meniberships and cash pr 


Dada Somn (02) 818-2161 to claim your free 


TOPSHOP TOPMAN 


“TOPSHOP 


Level 2, Main Mall * SM Mall of Asia 


TOPMAN 


Robinsons Place Manila, Robinsons Galleria, Shangri-la Plaza. Glorietta 2 А) 
Robinsons Place Manila, Robinsons Galleria, Power Plant Mall 


sla Center, Alabang Town Center. Power Plant Malt; The Podium 
The Podium 


te. 
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Double your reward points 


AMERICAN EXPRESS PESO PLATINUM 
Card members double their reward points 
when they buy at Store Specialists Inc. (SS!) 
shops unti the end of June. SSI stores in- 
clude Anne Klein, Bally, Burberry, Charriol, 
DKNY, Episode, Gucci, Prada and Salvatore 
Ferragamo. American Express gives card- 
holders one point for every P45 spent and. 
doubles those points within certain periods. 


EXHIBIT. Filipinas Heritage Library and 
Sony Eriosson present "My Phone, My 
Camara: A Camera Phone Photography 
Workshop,” on June 10, 9 .m.-4 p.m. at the 
Filipinas Heritage Library, 
Makati Avenue, Ayala Trian- 
le, Makati City. As a culmi- 
nating activity, a graduation 
exhibit will be mounted in Greenbelt 3 Lob- 
by after the workshop. The Sony Ericsson 
750i camera phone is in store for the par- 
ticipant with the best photograph for the 
workshop/exhibit. Workshop fee is P1.200 
wwith Sony Ericsson camera users entitled to 
a 50-percent discount. To register, call 
8921801, e-mail events@filipinasi 
brary.org.ph, or visit wwwfiipinasi- 
brary.org.ph. 


MARKET. Barangay San Lorenzo in Makati 
presents Sunday Market dubbed “Back to 
Basic," June 11, located between the streets 
of Gamboa and Legazpi. BSL Sunday Mar- 


GoiNGS ON 


ket is open every Sunday, 7:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. For its anniversary, it will be extended 
Until 4 p.m. 


BASIC COURSE. Edsa Garden House is of- 
fering a basic flower-arranging workshop 
June 10 (10 a.m.-5 p.m.) and 11 (2 р.т.-5 
p.m.) Edsa Garden House is at the Manila 
‘Seedling Bank, Quezon Avenue cor. Edsa, 
Quezon City. Seminar fee is P2,000, cover- 
ing materials for hands-on training, as well 
as snacks. Resource persons are Pearl Ba- 
naag, vice president of World Flower Coun- 
cil Philippines and member of World Flower 
‘Council international; and Non- 
ito Gallo, first winner of the. 
Rachy Cuna Cup for flower ar- 
rangement. Call 9270510 or 
9293189. 


GLOBAL MAG. Pinoy Global Access brings 
news and other new developments in the 
‘country to overseas Filipinos. The maga- 
zine, published by Merk Media, inc., will be 
launched June 9 in San Francisco, USA, at 
the Social Hall in the Philippine Center 
Building. The launch will feature “Pinoy 
Crush,” an exhibit by Norbert Sacro, a San 
Francisco-based Filipino photojournalist, as 
well as а special performance by Richard 
Merk and musician Toti Fuentes. Call 
7501481 to 82 and or e-mail pinoyglobalac- 
cess@gmail.com. 


——————— 
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FREE LECTURES. The Association of Re- 
search and Enlightenment (ARE) in Virginia. 
Beach is celebrating its 75th anniversary 
this month. The Edgar Cayce Study Group of 
AREPhilippines and the Serenity Healing 
Center will conduct free workshops/iec- 
tures/activities п June at 5 В Gen. Capinpin 
St., San Antonio Village, Pasig City. Call 
6345058 or 0917-8997603. 


DANCE TILT. Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall's 
Sireetbeat Freestyle dance competition is 
open to all amateur dance groups (with all- 
male or all-female members aged 15 and 
above). Get a chance to win P15,000. Entry 
forms are available at the Ad and Promo De- 
partment. Members should attach a photo- 
сору of their birth certificate or any valid ID 
with birth date and 3R group photo. Elimi- 
nation rounds will start on June 21, 4 p.m., 
at the Entertainment Center. Grand finals is 
оп July 21. Call 6815401 loc. 109. 


ALUMNI DIRECTORY. Alumni of the Ateneo 
Graduate School of Business (AGSB) can 
‘now update their records and contact infor- 
mation for the school's 40th anniversary 
celebration this year. Graduates of the Stan- 
dard MBA Program, MBA for Middle Man- 
agers, the Ateneo-Regis Program, and the 
Master in Business and Health Program аге 
requested to submit information about 
themselves (name, contact information, ad- 


БЕ 


ats es CTS 


dress, company or current affiliation and 
position, course and date graduated). The 
information may be submitted via e-mail to 
the Registrar at agsb40@aps.ateneo.edu. 
An alumni record update form is also avail- 
able for download at www.gsb.ateneo.edu. 
Registration forms must be submitted on- 
line or by fax to 8995548. Call 
8995548/7691 loc. 2214 to 2217. 


SEMINARS. The Autism Society of the 
Philippines is offering back-to-back semi- 
nars for parents, teachers and caregivers of 
persons with autism on June 17 at the Asian 
Social Institute (ASI), 1518 Leon Guinto 
cor. Escoda Sts., Malate, Manila. Inthe 
"How to Forma Social Group,” scheduled 
8:30 алп.-12 noon, the resource speakers 
are from the Special Partners of Autism in 
Recreation, Knowledge and Socialization 
(Sparks). Edilberto |. Dizon, Ed. D., is the 
resource speaker for "Educational Main- 
streaming for Children with Special Needs,” 
set at 1-4:30 p.m. Pre-registering partici 
pants may pay to Autism Society Philip- 
pines, Equitable-PCI Bank, savings account 
no. 1281-00819-2. Deposit slip, with the 
name/s of participant/s, should be faxed to 
ASP office and brought on the day of the. 
seminar. On-site registrants will be accept- 
ed depending on availability of slots. Only 
90 slots are available. No refund will be giv- 
ento no-shows. 
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PROMO WINNER GOES 

ON SHOPPING SPREE 

Michelle Abad, 19, received the grand 
prize in the “Girlfriend Bonding 
Package,” a promo held in connection 
with the recent “Ladies Fair” at 
Robinsons Department Store, Abad 
went ona shopping spree for P50,000 
worth of items at RDS Galleria. The 
package included an overnight stay at 
the Crowne Plaza Galleria Manila, buffet 
dinner at the Seven Corners Restaurant, 
and a hair-and-makeup package from 
Jesi Mendez. RDS branches are in 
Robinsons Malls, Waltermart Malls, 
Tutuban Center, Metropolis Star and 
Festival Mall in Alabang and Nepo Mall 
Pampanga. Visit www.rds.com.ph 


habaan pasabi a awa waw 


best 


deals. ` 


EI. 
“Top o Tos tor 
ine to Know 


“4th Manila Jazz 
Festival 


The 1st JAB Fair 
@ the AYALA MALLS 


“Great Finds, Great Perks Promo 


Activity Center 


June 16 
Central Plaza 


June 17 & 18 
Centrai Plaza 


Juno 16-18 
Activity Center 


April 3 - June 30 


‘See coupons for more details. 


Get discounts or froebles plus tho 
‘chance to win P10,000 worth of Ayala 
Malis electronic gift certificates! 


Por DTENCR Permit Мо А2174, Ses ot 2008. 


Markel! Market! is in Bonifacio Global City. For inquires, call Customer Service Hotline at 886-7519. 


Protected by 


healthier place by providing environmentally safe and hygienic products that protect against 
dusimites, odor-causing bacteria, molds, fungi and their allergens. Combined with the superior 
characteristics of Microfibre and cotton Japara*, our complete and extensively researched 
products provide longer protection and unimaginable comfort for you and your family 
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Vogue to 


By Alex Y. Vergara. 

SINCE THE DAWN OF THE ROCK ERA IN 
the early 1950s, music has produced more 
than its fair share of style icons whose fashion 
savvy generations of star-struck fans have 
strived to emulate, and astute fashion design- 
ers and retail giants have attempted to milk. 

But unlike their counterparts on TV and the 

big screen, musicians as style icons are con- 
sidered an ec and more eccentric bunch, 
thus luring a younger, more intrepid follow- 
ing. 
‘And because of the medium’s more fleeting 
nature, the looks these artists engender are 
arguably more ephemeral compared to those 
identified with larger-than-life movie stars 
like Audrey Hepburn, Gary Cooper and Grace 
Kelly. 

But there's no denying the fact that musi- 
cians—from Elvis Presley to Madonna—have 
left and will continue to leave an indelible 
mark on their fans’ fashion sense even if only 
fora few seasons. In fact, with MTV's debut in 
1981, music’s influence increased by leaps 
and bounds worldwide. Now, you need not be 
a die-hard fan to be swayed by how pop and 
rock stars dress themselves. 

“Artists invariably influence their fans, who 
wear their idols’ styles on the streets,” says 
stylist Millet Arzaga. “When fashion designers 
get inspiration from both artists and street 


the 


fashion, the looks these designers produce be- 
come trends, which, in turn, trickle down to 
ordinary people.” 

‘Thus, as soon as the video of a hot act de- 
buts on MTV, expect big and small retailers to 
come up with their respective versions of the 
artists outfits. What's amazing is even big- 
name designers and snooty fashion houses 
aren't impervious to such influences. 

‘An artists popularity and the look he or she 
spawns also mirrors in many ways a fan's 
coming ofage. 

“Music dictates the mood of my fashion 
shows,” says fashion show director Robby 
Carmona. “In my forthcoming show for 
Bench, the production is greatly influenced by 
disco music. One of the biggest challenges we 
have to overcome is how to interpret it to to- 
day's kids." 

‘Carmona could very well be channeling the 
dance-floor queen of them all. While Britney 
Spears and Christina Aguilera were still in 
their diapers, Madonna had already broken 
out of the music scene, causing, in her wake, 
ankle boots, beribboned head scarves, 
cropped tops, lace leggings, cross earrings 
and black bras to fly off the shelves. 

Even her “lioness” locks, like the mop-top 
hairstyles the Beatles sported a generation 
earlier, became all the rage. 

‘While all the hoopla surrounding the Mate- 
rial Girl was happening, a new word to de- 


TE 


. tha party girl | 


mu 


D ro salo fom chem bk 


| pecer game 
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call raphael to. 


Madonna, Michael Jackson, Britney Speat 
of music icons whose fashion styles have influenced their 


hordes of fa 


scribe the thousands, if not millions, of 
Madonna clones made it to the dictionary: 
“wannabe.” 

Two years earlier a still black-looking 
Michael Jackson also made a splash in 
padded leather jackets, cropped pants, black 
moccasins and, yes, a single beaded glove. 

His impact was such that even a young Aga 
Muhlach tried in vain to ape his look. The ас- 
tor isn't alone, nor will he be the last of the 
wannabes. 


Sense of belonging 
Why do fans and ordinary people emulate 


Cow y 


ns is long and varied 


performers and the way they style them- 
selves? 

“They feel that these artists are talking to 
them through their music (and videos),” says 
Мара. “IPs an attempt to belong, to be part 
of an informal group that achieves near-cult 
status. The look they imitate becomes sort of a 
dress code.” 

It would probably take a leap of faith for 
middle-aged: mothers to see their daughters 
ape today’s hottest singing sensations, who 
routinely sport low-slung jeans, tight midrilfs 
and expose their pierced navels and noses 
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Т MINT-GREEN 
tank top, 
Faith Hope 

|| Love, P280 


LILAC long- 
sleeves, Who's 
Billie, P1,020 
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P2,900 


CORDUROY 
pants, XSML, 


POWDER-BLUE 
shirtdress, XSML, 
P2,970 


Create a capsule wardrobe of seven items 
that you can layer, mix-match and even 
mismatch in seven ways 


MAXIMIZE YOUR STYLE 
options while saving on 
clothing allowance by 
creating different looks 
using a few key 
pieces from 
your wardrobe. 


ing task and can 
even be fun and 
exciting, 50 
don't get 
stressed out. 
This sartorial 
exercise is sup- 
posed to make 
your life easier, 
after all. 


Start off by 

going through your clos- 
et and creating a capsule 
wardrobe that consists of 
seven different items that 
you can layer, mix-match 
and even mismatch. 
Then try the items on and 
match pieces that you 
feel will look good to- 
gether. 


If you have no idea 
how to start, just go 


EG, 


APPLES’ 
Its not a daunt- INN 


ahead and try on the 
items anyway and create 
whatever combinations 
you can. Make a list and 
jot down the 
various sets you 
come up with so 
you can easily 
pinpoint the 
items you need 
when dressing 
for school. 


The possibili- 
ties are endless 
so dont be 
afraid to experi- 


Apples Aberin- ment. All it 
Sadhwani 


takes is a bit of 
imagination on 
your part. Just dress ac- 
cording to your personal- 
ity and you can’t go 
wrong. 


To give you a better 
idea of how to create 
your own combinations, 
take a peek at our version 
of seven items worn sev- 
en ways. 


E-mail the author at afashion 
@inquirercom.ph 
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Pulling your ..- 


THE WORLD IS ROUND AND LIFE Freeway. Lindsay Lohan is wearing 
is all about cycles. So yes, it's no them, and not to mention, ironically 
joke that leggings are enough, the'80s girl her- 
back from the dead, and self, Madonna. 
they're back with not So when chicks like 
just a pulse, but more these are wearing them, 
like a roar. and designers like Anna 
#But before you go into Sui and Mare Jacobs are 
Debbie Gibson-Tiffany- showcasing them, you 
Bananarama-induced know this trend has got 
palpitations, fear not! legs! 
This ’80s staple may be Just check out the lat- 
back with a vengeance, est collection from Free- 
but trust me: the puffy way as seen on VJ/mod- 
mamon (or cobra) hair el/forever-hot Cindy 
and linebacker shoulder Kurleto. When com- 
padsare not in the equa- bined with minimalist 
tion. pieces in soft fabrics and 
It’s the must-have of neutrals, leggings sud- 
the season—the opaque denly take on a slightly 
leggings. They've been edgy, Brit-on-the-street 
parading down the run- chie. 
ways of New York and Paris, jacking From soft tunics and basic tees in 
up sales in Bloomingdales, Neiman tissue-knit fabrics to fur-lined cot- 
Marcus, Saks Fifth Avenue, and now ton jackets, the silhouettes are 
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DRESSTO 
IMPRESS. 

Your little black 
dress gets another 
fresh look when 
paired with white 
leggings 


Get a leg up 
in the fashion 


showdown BLOOM IN BLACK. 


Those who shy away 
from minis can now 
wear mini bubble 

s with ease. Just 
pair it with black 


—literally! 
This season, 
leggings from 
Freeway put 
the arabesque 
in style 


LONG AND SHORT OF IT. Adda street 
v. Vibe to an all-white ensemble and 
mix-match Bermudas with leggings. 


clean-lined and simple. Colors are 
confined to basic black and white, 
with little splashes of teals and reds, 

The mantra is Loose Meets Fit. 
Loose blouses and tunics over tight- 
fitting leggings balance everything 
out. 

You could also opt for the Long 
and Short of It. Check out Cindy in 
Freeway's black leggings with a mi- 
ni bubble skirt. The look is refresh- 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
XANDER ANGELES 
ем 
KRIST BANSUELO 
заоч 
FREEWAY 
WW FREEWAYNETPA 
nang 
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Unit 106 First Midland 

Plaza Buldieg, 109 Gam- 
boa Se, Legaspi Vilage, 
Makati Cty, 6300702 


ingly sexy and urban! 

My parting words? When shop- 
ping for a pair, pick a length that 
stops at the thinnest part of your 
calf or ankle for the best visual ef- 
fect. 

And lastly, whether you're chan- 
neling Audrey Hepburn's ballerina 
grace or Kate Moss’ edgy chic, re- 
member: It's a trend! So give it a 
whirl and have fun with it 


Email the 
inquirer.com.ph 


author jfashion@ 


JUNE-JULY 


JOHN ROBERT POWERS НАЗ А WORKSHOP FOR 
PERSONAL STYLE. IMAGE DEVELOPMENT. SPEAKING 
ACTING. MODELING, 

REGISTRATION IS LIMITED. 
Call now! 892 9511 927 0465 


Maki: it happe 
s adapted 


STYLE IN A CINCH. 
An oversized sports 
jersey looks feminine 
when cinched in the 
waist with this 
season's wide belt. 


Casmor Building, 195 Salcedo Street, 
‘Legaspl Village, Makati City 
4. Convenient parking nearby 


www.]ohnrobertpowers.com 


Ground Fioor, Cinderella Bultding, 
825 EDSA, Quezon City 


ether we admit itor not, 
the cell phone has become 
our fifth limb. This 
unforeseen step in human 
evolution, it seems, is noi 
only here to stay, it's 
mutating. As the flavor- 
of-the-month add-on is 
music, here are a couple 
cellphone models that |, 
ill easily let you access 
your own choice of 
songs via the iTunes 
audio player. Now you 
don't have to pretend 
you're talking on the 
phone or texting 
like crazy. These 


m 


downtime in 
between classes. 

Just plug in your 
edrphones and 
get ready to 
groove. 


MOTOROLA SLVR L7, P13,500 and 
ROKR, Pi 1,500, both with iTunes 


Tf the romantic 
traditionalist in you Ж 
is alive and kicking, 
and you have a few 
bucks to spare, 
you'll love these 
notebooks from 
Miquelrius and Lea, iy 
Moleskine Sy 
(pronounced mol-a-skeen- 
a/mo-leh-skeen-eh, you can sdy mole 
skin—as in skin of a mole—it 
doesn't really matter so long as 
you're getting the same item). 
Pricey and not always easily available 
DO is from Spain and 
j m ^i Moleskine is 
ЖЧ 


А 


from Italy), 
these 


BORRÓN Y CUENTA 
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2 | PE 1 notebooks/ 
= Sl. journals are 
handy, practical and beautiful 
Whether you opt for the classic 


Moleskine 


th its blank pages and 
sheets, the Flexible 
juelrius with its 
lined pages, or the stylish, 
»-covered Divinas Palabras, we 
hope you get inspired to jot down 
flowing prose, 
mplex drawings 
or beautiful 
equations. 
MOLESKINE notebooks, 
P900 for the classic, 
toorder from 
Benedict Bueno, 
sales@moleskineph.com; 
Miquelrius Flexible 
notebooks, P529-P759, 
and Miquelrius Divinas 
Palabras notebooks, P349- 


P599, availableat Fully 
Booked 


pocket 


Noteb 
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LIFESTYLE IY 
Organize, organize; orgar 


For the tech-obsessed, this modest title mme 


offers the basic features of a PDA at an affordable | 


price. With this cute little helper, Keeping track of 
your classes, workload and appointments will be a 
breeze. Just make sure you actually use it. 


Back-to-s¢hool 


Me oma msarap ү 


By Genea Padilla. 
Contributor 


-ORceUpona time, back:tó-school 


К shopping meant lunch boxes, school 


"bags, spiral notebooks and socks. the- 
ist remained pretty much the same, 
“whether you were in grade school orz 
college. Those were the good old days, 
Now that we're in the cyberage, ever: 
the basics are not quite so basic 

more. If you're a collegiate new 
returnee;or a young professional « going 
-back fe for your nth degree, your. 


“essentials” fist will surely include some”? 


big-ticket items. Here are a few 
tempting goodies that can either make 
“your shopping list or, regrettably, just 
... Your wish list. 


All: your accumulated “tools” will have to 
go with you to school. Separately or 
collectively, they cost a pretty bundle, so 
select a sturdy bag in which to lug them. 
Messenger bags comes highly 
recommended, since they are often 
unisex, roomy and durable, Something 
like Lacoste Summer 4 will get the job 


done. 


PAGE DESGN MB BELESARO 


PALM 222, 
P6,900 


Whether you 
decide to go 
old school 
r new school, 
it's just time to 
go--shopping, 


Toting a sleek laptop to 
school may be a 


| techie's wet dream 


come true, but it's 


|| not for everyone. Call 
| it old-fashioned, but 


there really is 
something about 
the pen and paper 
connection. So to 
complement the 
previous selections, 
NA here are some pens 
to match 
Whether you are a 
little devil or angel 
in class, you might 
find the one that 
7 suits you from 
Inoxcrom's 


| humorous Little Devil, & 


Tribes, or the glow- 
in-the-dark 
Generation Y lines. 
Go solid or animal 
with Faber Castell. 
The E-motion 

pens are available 
in zebra, cow and 
cat prints. 


FABER Castell, 
P694.75 each, 

and Inoxcrom 
pens, startingat | 
P1 14, available 

in leading 
bookstores 
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From page DI 


with impunity. 

It was as if these women didn't cause their 
own parents to freak out more than a genera- 
tion ago after they had their earlobes (up to 
the cartilage!) pierced several times to wear 
all those earrings ala Madonna. 

The funny part is their former style 
icon—who's still very much in the limelight 
with a totally different look today—has now 
become one of their kids’ role models. 

Indeed, after Madonna, whose name has 
now become synonymous to “reinvention,” 
no artist has yet to reign indefinitely as a style 
icon. While not a few copycats and would-be 
contenders have fallen by the wayside (will 
you be one of them, Britney?), Madge still 

morphing and "vogue-ing" 


Prime influence 

Such is her influence on global fashion that 
several fashion designers T interviewed for 
this story cite her and the influence she con- 
tinues to wield in bridging music and fashion, 
substance and style, glamour and glitz. 

Music and fashion are interrelated as the 
influence each other most of the time,” 
Jojie-Lloren. “After all, these two forms of e 
pression define the lifestyles ofthe young.” 

Madonna is the reigning example, he adds. 

ей looks that were adopted 
her listeners and, eventually, designe 
time she would launch an album. 

‘Fashion, just like music, changes, evolves, 

surfaces and adapts according to the needs 
and call of the times,” says Joey Samson, 
“Madonna usually comes up with videos 
where she wears very distinct and trend- 
ting looks. More often than not, these looks 

ecome the s ing trends.” 

Punk, new wave and, more recently, hip- 
hop music have also had a similar influence 
on fans, he adds. These genres have greatly 

the way a generation puts together 
kor even adapts to a certain lifes 

In such cases, retail fashion usually takes 

er couture. 

igner, I often draw a bit of inspira- 
tion from music depending on whats mar- 
ketable nowadays M Barretto, in-house 
designer of Folded and Hung, who counts, 
apart from Madonna, Michael Bublé, Justin 
Timberlake and the group Il Divo among his 
influence 

Although there's a definite connection 
tween fashion and music, the latter doesn't: 
ways figure in a designers creative process. 

Samson, for instance, treats it more as a 
tool to set the mood for a particular collec- 
tion. Similarly, music is only one source of in- 
spiration in Lloren's creative arsenal. 

Just the same, it doesn't hurt these design- 
ers to listen either to classy French music or 
car-splitting heavy metal during the long and 
sometimes arduous creative process that re- 
sults in their fashion creations, 


E-mail the author at avergaraQinquir- 


Kynan del Rosari 
a.k.a. the pop prince 
— om RR 


TEL. ME WHAT MUSIC YOU 
listen to and ТЇЇ tell you who you 


ез tell a lot about our 
personality and style, similar to how we re- 
veal ourselves by the company we keep, the 
clothes we wear and the food we eat. 

‘Take a rock music lover, for instance. He 
usually tends to be more adventurous, and 
would probably have his own rock band. 
‘The pop music lover would look like the 

xt-door, and would 

“band song. The hip- 

hop musi over would not be seen without 

his A-Town or G-Unit caps while bouncing 

to the bass beats blasting from his car. And. 

a classical music lover would be the resi- 

dent preppy girl, with her cardigans and 
slacks. 

More and more, music has become part 
of this generationis lifestyle, Some people 
just can't live without their music and just 


WALKMAN PRONE 


have to take them wherever they go. Wesee 
them on the streets, in the cl 
the malls, even in the offi 
phones eternally: 
When it 


in the'80s and the” 
the latter part of the '90s and early 2000). 
Today, Sony Ericsson has: integrated the 
Walkman technology into its new line of 
music mobile phones, the latest being the 
W810i. And because it bears the Walkman 
name, it brings with it the legacy of great 
quality in mus 

With its expandable memory, you can 
load up to more than a thousand songs in 
the Sony (i, The phone has a 
sleek black design, so it can go with what- 
everyou're wearing. 

The W810i lets you rock with your own 
music anywhere, any 
all the things you want and ne 
bile phone. 


THE NEW W810i WALKMAN PHONE 


Crank up your chic factor in satin black. Pump up the volume in crisp, 


Mega Bass” sound. With the one-touch access button, spin hit after hit, 


then return to the main screen іп a flash. Wherever you go, good looks 


and.great sound will follow. 


heri party wit ie compact 
Sposa MPS 60 


———— SE HELP 2960. РО 50 por өм mamaga 


Whe Acor 


—————X 


Pe TERE I SE 


“els te great mco 


For making us a part of your life. For letting us be part of special moments. 


For allowing us to be of service and be a source of happiness. For welcoming vs into your heart. 


For embracing our brand with warmth and delight the past 25 years. 
For these and more, we've prepared a special treat. For you. 


„э“ 


| —— а 
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The star of TV’s 
‘Darna’ and ‘Majika’ 
is the new face 

of Avon Cosmetics 


AVON 
Color'snew 
spokesmodel 
wears 
Knockout 
Pink Ultra 
Moisture 
Rich Lipstick. 


гла M 


LOCSIN with Avon execs Rita Nisperos, Joanna Gilladoga, Rouen 
Ran, Sara Macintosh, Bob Bridon and Ina Quiogue, at the launch in 


Hotel Philippine Plaza on Wednesday 


PHOTOS JM GUAO PUNZALAN 


At first blush 


REMEMBER BEING SO EX- 

[s to go to National Book 
Store to shop for my school 

supplies when | was younger. 

Covering my notebooks with 
plastic was something I took seri- 
ously. Everything had 
to match! 1 even went 
through a phase where 
1 would cover my note- 
books with pages 1 
ripped from maga- 
zines. 

My handwriting on 
the first few pages of 
my notebook were 
neat, but after about 
10 pages I would 
hardly write on it 
anymore. 

Talso made sure that 
1 had the best pencil 
case. | would go to Gift 
Gate to buy My 
Melody, Little Twin Star, and Hello 
Кіту colored pens, Now I remem- 
ber why I didn't take much notes. 1 
was busy using my pens to hand 
out stylized scripts (what we called 
“letterings") of my classmates 
names. 

They say everything we need to 
learn we leam in kindergarten, 1 


Prieto 


Ria Francisco- 


say all the stuff about “kikay stuff" 
learned in school. The first time 1 
used blush I wasin the house of my 
high school best friend, Trissa, She 
put some on my cheeks and we de- 
cided to walk to Virra Mall since 
she just lived across 
from it, 

1 was not comfort- 
able stepping out of her 
house in makeup, but 
she kept bugging me to 
do it. At first 1 was с 
scious, then 1 eventual- 
ly forgot about it. When 
we got back to her 
house she told me how 
much it suited me and 
that a lot of people 
were taking notice of 
me. 

‘Truth is, it was so 
packed in Virra Mali 
that there were defi- 
nitely people right in front of 
mel But I honestly think that 
was when my love affair with 
makeup began. 

‘When you are as pale as 1 am, a 
litle blush will goa long way. Actu- 
ally blush will help anybody, peri- 
od. It brightens up your face and 
makes you seem healthier 


Ria Francisco-Prieto „> 


gom 
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Contributing edi 


Father knows best 


For an upcoming story in the Sunday Lifestyle section, tell us In 
150 words or less what's the best thing you've learned from 
your father. Deadline is June 14. E-mail to dad2reader@inquir- 
er.com.ph. Or you can mall to PDI-Lifestyle Section, P.O. Box 
2353, Makati Central Post Office, 1263 Makati City, айп: Dad to 


Reader. Include your full name, address and phone numbers. 


By Cheche V. Moral 


EPORTS ARE RIFE THAT 
Ries Woman” Julia 
Roberts has been tapped 
to be the new global spokesper- 
son for Avon Cosmetics. Closer to 
home, local filmdom's own pretty 
woman, Angel Locsin, was intro- 
duced Wednesday as the new 
face of the beauty company, tak- 
ing over from international 
singer-actress Lea Salonga. 

One of local cinema's most celebrated 
personalities, the 21-year-old Locsin is cur- 
rently the favored endorser of several com- 
panies, owing to her “charming personality 
and sincerity that make it easy for people to 


THE NEW PARENTESI COLLECTION 


v ok mya ven 


approach her and relate to her," according 
to Joanna Gilladoga, Avon's color category 
head for Southeast Asia cluster. 

‘Avon's choice for its new face may seem 
like a big leap, given its previous endorsers 
decidedly more urbane charm. 

While her predecessor is widely credit- 
ed for putting the Philippines’ name on 
the entertainment map by playing leads 
in Broadway and West End musicals, Loc- 
sin is best known for playing the komiks 
heroine Darna, and for her roles in the 
TV fantasy series “Mulawin” and “Maji- 
ka,” 

‘Then again, perhaps it's her mass appeal 
that makes Locsin fit the Avon mold just 
right. The brand, after all, caters to a broad 
market, believing in beauty that “should be 


д BEAUTYBY THE 
a DOZEN. The new 
Чё. 1 moisture-rich 
1 stash lipstick comes in 
NG Strawberry 

И Delish, Heaven, 
Sun Coral, Barely 
There, Rose, Lava 
Love, Spicy, 
Melted Sun, Pale 
Rose, Apricot, 
Mauve and 
Knockout Pink. 


5 
k 
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within every woman's reach.” 

Locsin stars in Avon's first TV commercial 
in four years, where she wears Knockout 
Pink, her signature lipstick shade from 
Avon Color's new Ultra Rich Moisture Lip- 
stick. 

‘The new lipstick line boasts of ingtedi 
ents that impart deep moisture, like alla 
toin, vitamins A, C and E, jojoba gel, and 
SPF 15. The lipstick’s Repleni-Moisture 
Boost Technology is said to seek out lips’ dry 
patches to lock in the moisture. Luscious 
lips, after all, owe largely to moisture, said 
Gilladoga. "When moisture is rich, color is 
richer.” 

Ultra Rich Moisture Lipstick comes in 12 
dewy shades, and will retail at P235 start- 
ing mid-June, 
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FOXTROT BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


How Dots чоо know ween You're || wind THESE BABIES т THAD THE 
"WORLD OF, TN CROWDED AREAS AND ONLY SLOWS To HALF 
WARGUEST || THE GAME TENDS то Stow || А STUTTERY CRAWL. || /ORCOL. REACTON. 


PERFORM ON To A STUTTERY CRAWL? N \ 
| і 


BYJERRYSCOTT 


foe CRYING KANG 
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YOURSELEH - SA AV. E HINDI ко? | ASANA KONG UROLOGIST 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
Имама" MASARAP (TONG. PLEASE, POP, HWAG - 
MENUDO NI JAJA, Joy му PING Gan МУЫН ma 


A WAKE ME 


WHEN IT'S 
MIDSUMMER 
A NIGHTS NER. 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 


[meaninetess!! How Yoecause x DIDN'T Y Мм FAULT?!! WHAT | WeLL,I HAVE Te 3 T PEREA 


CAN Hou SAY YOUR |Do ANYTHING EXTRA- | po I Have To Do eume $Мебер], BA 
SUMMER VACATION [ORDINARY AND it'S | With YouR Sense 
WAS MeANINGLess?!| ALL YouR FAULT! | oF MeANiNeLessness? 


MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
PARE, NAKAKA ТАВА ©, PAANONG PAGHATI BAKA HINDI NATIN 


EKSENANG воктене. 
KAPA LUNG mes PAPELES, ANA Сето Ме А MAUBOS ANG WALo! 


ас enc d YAN, SHARE APAT O SA WALO? 
Ka mating PINO Y c ] A 
Sin Зита NAMAN TAYO : 
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BY DANIEL SHELTON 


NAPPETEIFEN NPGLLEO A TANG KANG AG 
POSE FIRING NG TUMBANG TR SCARE Nan RABBIT ANA? 
Iw 
1S RABBITS GOT ' 

Sew 

MAUTON 
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ACROSS YoU BORN TODAY: Because you have song opinions, ou ty we- Conceptis Sudoku 


1 Stay clear of lighten others. At umes you're lhthearted and спидике. at other times, by Dave Green 

7 Slightly cracked you're lorceul and Serious. You're very sure about what you believe in. 

11705 rock duo, You have a fine, analytical minc, which is mcely balanced with a touch of 
— & Eddie Е whimsy. The year ahead is wonderfully socal. It favors couples and 

14 Leon lady pleasant entertaining umes. 

15 Diner's card Birthdate of: Nata Portman, actress; Johnny Depp, actor; Michael J. 

16 Head feature Fox actor. 


17 Venus and 
Serena head- ARIES (March 21 to LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
10-head April 19): Famiy Ош. 22): Bosses, 
19 Dr. of rap gatherings are entru- VIPS, parens and 


20 Cave feedback базіс and enjoyable. ‘other important peo- 
21 Prime cut People are in а good mood. Its a ре look upon you very favorably 


23 Bloody (reat day to make big improve- today. They see you in postive 
26 Tot rod? Tents at home or to have а cele- terms. In tact, others want to be in 
28 Tax-shehered bration. your company now. 


ss ‘TAURUS (April 20 to SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
29 Onassis, to May 20): Your muna is Nov. 21]: You Tagore 

pals very пом and sharp. learning anything new 
30 Gore to today. You're open to today. I's a wonderlul 
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s1 am Р 30 Naya a Because of this, you can tum any ironed out today. Peo- 
51 Baby: 19 Rhine ribuary situation to your best advantage. ple tel openteated and warm to HOW TO PLAY 6 
wiha ‘You're also very persuasive (in а each other. Cooperation is easyto SU DOKU "5i 
postive way) wrin otters shove 
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Mut uem Б) tn baog ome, column, every row and 


You ave tann in your fap you do whatever every 3X3 box contains 


H 


(©2006 Concepus Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicat. Inc. 


DEBE 
ЕШЕЗГЛЕЗ 


mE 


1 


aizia 


ч 
a 
= 


ЕЕ 
[Isi] 


54 Verdi heroine brim 

56 Barn bird 12 Cattle catcher 

57 Preakness 13 Spanish hot 
picks, perhaps sulfur spnngs 
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future? 22 Restrictions 
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PPlantidote 
Меда Mushroom 
{ресе Sorum 


Face Serum 


FESTYLE BEVON 138 


Pure ofiveoil soap Fagene Fe 


TACT Olive Oil soap 


MARIO 
Badescu Super 
Rich Olive Body 

Lotion 


No-frills skincare for Dad 


SOME MEN MAY RELENT TO A SKINCARE 
regimen for their face, but they do so oh-so-re- 
luctantly. They usually don’t act at all or just 
start doing something about their face when 
the ravages of time and the envi- 
ronment have become so obvious. 

Dads don't like to fuss with 
elaborate steps, are turned off by 
high price tags, and abhor the 
girly packaging. Even those la- 
beled "Skincare for Men" by girly 
cosmetic brands make them 
cringe, 

But there are men’s cosmetic 
brands that are encased in very 
functional packaging, and they 
actually look masculine. 

Mario Badescu men's groom- 
ing basics, which Dad can just 
bring for business trips or leave on his side of 
the sink, contains an 8 oz. enzyme cleansing 
gel that cleanses and exfoliates in one go and 
is so much better than soap for his skin. 
There's also a 4 oz. shaving cream, 4 oz. al- 
mond and honey face scrub, and a 2 oz. pro- 
tein after-shave lotion that’s good for all skin 
types. The kit retails for P3,750 at Essenses. 

The Origins Plantidote Mega Mushroom 
program wes made by a man—famous 
botanist Dr. Andrew Weil. Skin that has a poor 
immune system is inflamed, so there is skin 
redness, soreness, sensitivity, and excessive 
dryness. The Mushroom program is designed 
to repair Dad's (and Mom's) skin from years 
of neglect or hormonal fluctuations. 

Mega Mushroom face serum (P3,500 for 1 
02.) is applied day and night over your toner 
or-cleanser to optimize the skin's defense 
against aging. It soothes the redness and 
makes skin more even toned, giving it a 
healthy glow. 

Tuse this after waxing my eyebrows, upper 
lip and even bikini area, and the redness and 
discomfort goes away. Follow with the Mega 
Mushroom Face Cream (P4,100 at 1.7 oz) to 
seal in the serum and fight off free radicals 
that cause skin aging 

‘What like best about this program is that it 
firms the skin and hydrates the thirsty, dam- 
aged areas. I apply iton face, neck and back of 
hands. The face serum and face cream are 
both very concentrated and require only very 
small amounts to do its job, so warn Dad not 
touse too much. 


911 


; MAKEOVER 


Kinny Salas 


If Dad doesn't suffer from redness but is 
concerned about skin laxity or loss of firmness 
and lines, he will be happy with Avon's Anew- 
Force extra triple lifting night cream (P999), 

Lifetime Day Firming Cream 
(P3,700) with Alpha lipoic acid 
and DMAE serum, which are all 
available at any Health Express, 
and copper peptide firming 
serum for day. 


Neutral packaging 

Also, try convincing Dad to 
switch to a liquid cleanser and 
non-alcohol toner. The Mario 
Badescu enzyme cleanser and 
glycolic toner are good choices 
for most skin types. Celeteque 
face wash, Physiogel and 
Cetaphil are great for cleansing very sensitive 
skin and they come in very neutral packaging. 
Prices are not heart-attack inducing, either. 

Now let's tackle Dad's skin products for the 
body. Many dads who have dry skin refuse to 
use shower gel because it smells too girly and 
clash with their cologne. They end up scratch- 
ing moisture-deprived areas like their arms 
and legs. 

One scent guys like because it simply 
smells clean is olive oil-based bath products. 
Greek men, who I personally think are the 
most handsome and masculine of the species, 
are big on olive body products. 

The newest brand from Essenses is Tact, 
which comes in generous portions but is very 
concentrated. Itis reasonably priced and uses 
a generous amount of essential oils. If dad is 
still resistant to shower gel, get him the soap. 
‘The lotion isa must for skin comfort, and if he 
is too lazy to use cologne the lotion will give 
him a clean scent the whole day If his skin is 
extra dry, throw in the olive body scrub to re- 
move dry, dead skin. 

‘Also try The Body Shop olive oil line of 
shower gel, body butter, scrub and oil spray 
mist. Mario Badescu olive body lotion also has 
a lasting clean scent that is non-greasy, but 
penetrates the driest skin. 


For Avon call 8642900. For copper peptide, 
call Jeunesse Manila at 6888062. 


Email the 
yahoo.com 


author at kinnysalas@ 


the E 


TEN OF THE METROS TRENDIEST 
hairstyle wizards experienced firsthand the 
magic of Davines for Wizards when Davines 
hosted a well-received trade show at the 
‘Atrium ofthe Shangri-La Plaza Hotel. 

Jacquelyn Tan, Davines Philippines busi- 
ness unit manager, said Davines for Wiz- 
ards was a complete line of tools for hair- 
dressers to enable them to create their own 
masterpieces.” 

The hairstylists were Davines national 
master trainer John Magno; Basement Sa- 
lon Shangri-La Plaza's Stefan Wilczynski; 
Piandre Salon's Andrea Zulueta: Salon de 
Ken's Louis Kee; Basement Salon Rock- 
well's Angelo Justin; Salon de Manila (ojo- 
no name); Emphasis Salon's Victor Ortega; 
Bench Fix Greenbelts Philippe Tordjman; 
David Salon's David Charlton; and Studio 
546' Eric Maningat. 

Representing the essence of being a wiz- 
ard was visual artist Robby Mananquil, 
who rendered an on-the-spot sketch at the 
start of the show. 

Finest Oil Non Oil fluid gives styled tress- 


MODELS exhibit hair creations made by top stylists with the help of Davines Wizards. 


Tools for hair wizards 


esa gentle hold and protection against frizz. 
Mat Moulding Gesso provides lasting hold 
with a matte finish. Shea butter-enriched 
Glossy Plasteline provides the same firm 
hold, but with a pleasant sheen. The Univer- 
sal Body Mousse gives control and volume 
to fine hair. Glossy Modeling Putty leaves 
hair soft and shiny. Mat Pliable Stucco gives 
locks a matte look. Crystal Fixative Lac- 
quer's formulation moisturizes the hair 
while reducing flakes and hair build-up that 
is usually associated with other hair sprays. 

The Quick Setting Hard Gel gives the 
hair a semi-matte effect when applied on 
dry hair, and an ultra-wet look when ap- 
plied on wet hair. Structuring Mist is a 
medium hold, no-gas hair spray that leaves 
no irritating residue on tresses. Completing 
the line is the Universal Polishing Coat, sol- 
id silicone drops for light control, shine and 
softness on hair. 

‘The Davines Styling and Finishing Tools 
for Wizards are now available in premiere 
salons across the metropolis and in key 
cities in Asia, Call 6870424/6871156. 


AG: BR 


Fornaio 8503516 mahack pna Cc tn asan 


OPER iC 


Exclusive at Rustan's Makati. 


* Get 5% discount on any pillow purchase. 


-Get a free pillow for every purchase 


ofa mattress. / 
Valid until June 1! 


TEMPUR Mattresses and Pillows 
prevent and relieve the pressure. 
that cause the following condi 


* HEADACHES / STIFF NECK 
* PAINFUL HIP JOINTS 
* FIRBROSITIS 
Tension in the backand shoulder 
muscles caused by poor bed posture 
* BACK PAIN 
* ACHING KNEES. 
* CIRCULATORY 
PROBLEMS 


4 TEMPUR 
ie. 


:.: 8696. 


“Of.back-pain 
ý sufferers 
nfitm that their 


{TEMPUR Mattress 


Per DTI-NCR Permit No. A-466 Series of 2006 | 


sively Distributed by: fff. FOCUS GLOBAL INC 
Also available Rustan's Shangri-La and Alabang 


Have a Blast with DAD on 


Fathers D 


On June 18, 2006, spend the whole day with Dad at SM Supermalls! 


Take Dad shopping in his favorite store: 


reat hi 


to great-tasting food in trendy resturants, watch a great 


movie and enjoy exciting activities together like listening to musical artists perform and much much more! 


Make it the most memorable Father's Day for Di 


ad and the whole family onl 


M Supermalls! 


T. 


ag 
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MARKS 8 SPENCER HAS OPENED A 
store in SM Pampanga. The store carries 
the brand's latest in menswear, ladieswear, 
lingerie and toiletries. Other Marks & 
Spencer stores are at Shangri-La Plaza, 


Glorietta 4, Greenbelt 3, Alabang Town 
Center, Power Plant Mail, Gateway Mall, 
SM Megamall, SM North Edsa, Robinsons 
Galleria, Robinsons Place Manila, Harrison 
Plaza and Ayala Center Cebu. 


датират ИИИ 


SPECIAL OFFER. Jewelmer presents tificate. Participating Jewelmer shops are at Call 8925609 or fax 8189778 

Strand Sensation,” until Aug. 28. Every Manila Peninsula Hotel, Edsa Shangri-La. 

purchase of natural-colored South Sea Pearl Hotel, Makati Shangri-La Hotel, Alabang PROMO. Secondo Time Pleces offers free 
strand during the "Strand Sensation” period Town Center, Glorietta 4, SM Megamall, The one-month interest on jewelry and Swiss 
entities customers with a Jewelmer gift cer- Podium, Ayala Center Cebu and Head Office. watch loans. If a customer pays the first 


month's interest in ad- 
vance, the second. 
montis interest is free 
for loans of up to 
P20,000. The offer is 
until July 15. Secondo 
is at 2/L, Jewelry Row, 
Glorietta 1, Ayala Cen- 
ter, Makati. Call 
8940282 


SILVERY SUMMER. 
Michelis’ summer 
silver collection can 
bring the same sum- 
mery vibrancy to any 
outfit. Motifs of flow- 
ers, butterflies and ani- 
mal shapes inspire the 
new collection. Miche- 
lis offers jewelry that 
ranges from the classic 
tothe flamboyant. Itis 
up to you to choose the 
pieces that match your 
personality. Unique 
and striking earrings, 
bracelets, necklaces 
and rings will always 
make the ultimate 
statement, especially 
under the sun, 


a ] виғтуошснез. 
pa ; : Bon ў Shangri-La Plazais 
UNS а holding until June 12 
аса "Gifts of Indulgences,” 
apromo encouraging 
shopping at Level s 
fashion stores. Cus- 
tomers get cash 
vouchers and gift cor- 
сато worth P300 
for every P3,000 single 
purchase. The vouch- 
brs and certificates can 
be used on their next 
visit to the same store. 
Redemption is until 
Aug. 31. A fashion ex- 


hibit features the latest 
clothes, footwear and 
‘accessories from par- 
ticipating indulgences 
stores. Call 6337851 to 
70. 


RTE RIL ET seram 


Get a 1% rebate with your Metrobank Credit Card 
at any Rustan’s Department Store 


Use your. Metrobank Credit Card when you shop at Rustan's Department Store 
and receive а 1% rebate on all your purchases. With M Shopping, enjoy the wonder of one. 


You're in good hands with @метковдмк 
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